
Gavyn Davies

From: zzFablan Monds-PRIVATE
Sent : 29 June 2003 23 49
To: Gavyn Davies
Subject: RE The Campbell Row

Dear Gavyn,
Your'ne surrenoer' approach to tfrl ; very difficult situation is a very familiar Ulster strategy You are of course
absoll.}ehy correct, this is indeed a time for tie Governors to stand up and be counted F, on, all the reports, ,including
the BBC rself - and our coverage of the controversy over the past few cays has been excellent - there does appear to
be some uncerta n:y over the claim by Andrew' Gl4igan's source Bu; this u less important than respcDndi^g vigorously
to the extravagant accusations of Ivlng from Alastalr Camobeli and others So I fdlly support your determination not to
buckle to Government press-ire . whilst also contemplating the possible consequences for the Corpo ranen o` such a
principled szaro But the once of giving in would be greater
I suopose that it may be possible to reacn a settlement vdlth No 10 which both sides can live wrth' at some stage - you
and some of our colleagues are much better Dlaced then me to assess this But t1-at is for another d 2y, and nof before
the FAC report, I would suggest
it is good that you are leaarng us sirongly or this
With best'vlsF Gs,

.ab ar,

---Original Yessag°------ _ _
From : Gavvn Da~ie<
Sent : 29 June 2003 2125
To : 'ryder@parliament UK' ; zzFabian Monds-~RIVATE ; Lsa Kelso, 'irene aaa^isCEDweir cc UK' ; g31500- a! pipex corn',

'ranpt s@ukonune co uk', 'hoggsCCpadiament.uM;'dgleesonom7gleesor .com, zzDermot Gleeson ; zzDame Paulioe Neville-
Jones, R ::th Deec: i-dNTERti'Er, 'ang=_ia sa-'Kisabant=_mez corn', S.mon Mil r,er-SEC, Cathen,r e Eas:, 4 elen T~nl ey,
'r,m gon=-s~o.oangE- ac A'

Subject; The Campbell Row

Dear Governors

I am sure we have all had a tying weekend, reading the press and listening to broadcasts on the Campbell/BBC
row The press commeniary over the weekend has not been uniformly good for the BBC Dosmon, but it has
certa;nly been verv bad from the government point of view, as was the opinion poll data ~n the News of the World
today My hunch is that the government would now like the row to go away, and this h-s been reinforced by the
fact that Alastalr Campbell has ;aid that he return to "business as usual", at least until he sees the report of the
Fore;gn Affairs Committee on Monday week it is clear that some Labour MPs feel that Campbell dld himself and
the government damage 5y his performance on Channel 4 nevvs on F,iday, and they now want to calm things

~ down

-~aving said fiat . I think it is unknowable whether tne i=A,C will rule in the BBC's favour on the c5 minute claim in
the Septemoer dossier They mlght do so, but r, s also possible that they wdl say that the trut^ r confused, since
ea-1y d-afts within the intelligence community oid not include the 45 minute claim, while late, ones did- Or they May
conceivably jus~ concUde that the first draft which was seen by Mr Campbell did indeed include the 45 mirute
cla,m, as he nas always argued This latter form c'judgment wDuld be crcbiematic, especially ;f Campbell then
files a formal complaint which goes for adjudicat.on either to the Governors or the BSC

Some may therefore argue that there could be aovantage for the BBC in -eaching a setfement witn No 10 which
both sides can live with, perhaos 7n acvance of, or snortly after, the publication of the FAC report However, I
remain rlrmly c` tre view :hat, in a big olc:,ire serse, it's a'rsorately cr¢ICal for the BBC to emerge from this row
without being seen to nuckle in the face of government pressure ;f the BBC allows itself to be bullied by this sort
of behaviour from No '0, I believe that this could fata!ly damage the trust which the cuoijc paces in us
Furthermora I think we should remember t7at the main historic role of the Governors has oeer to shield the B3C
from :nr sor-. of a.°,empt to exert political muscle over our news output This, it seems to me really is a moment for
the Governors to s :and up slid be ocu-ited So, I hoDe you w:ii agr>e that, whatever emerces about the precise
de-.ails of the 45 minute claim, we must not give any ground whian threatens the fundamental independence of our
news output, or suggests tl,at tne Governors nave bucklec to government p-essure

Myiastthought :s this h may never be definitively croven whethe-t're details of :he cla ;m made by Andrew
G lioa^'s source we-e 1, 00% accurate or not And of course I -ecegnise t^,at the Producers' Guidelines must be
seen to be upheld But I do not belteve that the BBC has Iled to tne public, or tha : i : has accused the Prime
Minister of lying, or that it has been wrong to p ;ace a great ceai of scrutiny on tne val ;d ;ty of the government's
intelligence doss ers Sucr have been the proven `allings in tiese dossiers I wonder hetl-,er the Today( ~
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programme could conce!vably .have supcressed the Gilligan story, coming as it d i d from a cred i ble and senior
source . Would suppression of the views of such an imoortant source have been a val!c thing to do in such
circumstances?

I put ;his only as a queston, no; least because we may have to adjudicate on the matter at a late, date But I feel
very comfortable t'-)at the BBC did not kncwmgly mislead the public . and equally comfortacle that our news
department was pursumg a matter which it was whol'y in the public interest to pursue

Please either ring me or send me a quick e-mad if you would like to register ary views I feel in need of sorne
guidance about your broad feelings, without of course wisning to hold anyone to a definitive oos iticri i,~ advance of
any subsequent judgments we may need to make

,Vith best wishes

Gavyn




