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“From tme io tims paramilitary and tezrogist groups stage "public
gopearances”, usually to fry w gst publicity, B3C peopie sthould never egsas o
attend "staged” events withous reference to Hesds of Deparment, Commissioning
Executives or Heads of Region. Warld Servics,”

BBC Preducer Guidelines Chapter 1&: Terrorism and National Seeurity

, This 1s5uz goss beyond the use of Bin Laden videos, There have been many
v occasions of BBC reporters taken fo ‘battls dameged® areas by the Talibare. Letme
ask vou o look 10 2 small selscting,

Examples of BEC jownalists basing report orn Taliban cleims end staged =rvents,
without sdeguate contaxiualisadon: -

Reparter: US was carpet bombing Taliben positdons today.. in Kandahar we werz
shown results of US bombing ... (BBC News at Ten, 31/10/01) Whao showsd
them?

Simor Ingram! We've been taken 1o guccession of sitgs.. plainly fhere hzs hean
destruction., in severzl circmmstances bombing is cavse., we've seen burnt-out
0l taxker in which 3 were kiled by US gunfire .. saw flauened row of shops
{BBC Todzy Programme, 31/10/01) What evidence is there for ths 3 Seathe?

Strmon Ingram: ,.point of 2l Mmié is fo show bombing attacks have been doing
more damage to ord people than to ermed forees .. having zsked guestions of
locals, it appears thers have been lots of bombs g0 astrey znd civilians killed |,
we were shown a hot and wondered why this was hit (RS Lunchore, 21/10/01)
Is there any evidance for the claim of “lots of bombs’ geing asiray?

rd T & ] ,.-p{ X3 - - . x - *
Lesizy Ashmall, Pgkisign: Telibzm saying ane of dead i child who iouched
tluster Damb (RS Lunshtime “33/10/01) Evidence?

Susanngh Price: Taliban representative says dam has been Bt not desiroved .. says
lives of 75K families in erea 1 danger ., s2ys dam is clearly public udlity & has
nothing to do with military ... (RS Lunchtime, 01/11/01) Already deslt with,

Sirion Ingram: Taliban has been taldno ve 1o see results of other raids , one a wesk
8go . villege about pour out completely devastated by artack .. locals said 20
prople killed in attack .. shown graves of 20 peoplie (RS Lunchttne, §1/11/G1) E
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Simon Ingrrrm, Keondahar: Been taken to visit villsee where we Souncd scens 0
toa] destrucdnn .. up to 40-50 houses desroyed & locals said anywhers up © 90
ople 4l ? 1 nothine 2¢ all i
people Idlied | Jfilitar ‘Sl“ﬂguCGﬂCE éabsmutav nothing atell on face o It . very
stromg evidence this was just rurel village (3BC World~11/10/0%~T Trzde rstand
the Penizoon nos since .j-:,stabizshea that this was part of 2 military corzmplex.

Ragzh Omar, Kebul: ... whilst thers we wers tuken w0 refugss camp .. didn’t
exist wmil 2-3 wke ago .. 2 men sald they’d gone thers becausz of Aeavy
bombeardment of villages .. I spoke to Mindstsr of Information who Confirmed
this ... (SBC World, 08/11/01) .. we were met here by the Taiiban inFormation
- mipistars who 101d ug that thers had beefi 4 v serious heavy bombardreent over
-u ght from ‘LS . he said that 43 civiilans had been killed but I have o way of
- yverifying r:J.' .. he said have no doubt that Taliban holding sirong against
sc-mbar_m .. (BBC 1310, 08/11/01) Is the Taliban Minister of Infarmmation
viewad by ihe EBC as & rebiable source, as this report supgests?

Are you satisfied that on none of thess sccasions your reporters fell fonlt of
your Guidelines on sceptciam, wrosist claims, speculation, sizged everats or e
Guideiine which says reporters should make it clear when they have not Been zbie
to wimess events themsalves?

As yeu know from my ‘phone call on ’E‘rir‘ ; Iwould k= you io Iook nio
‘he repon by Bageh Omar on the I0 oclock bulle

I belizve if breached vour Guidelines on several counis.

- 2) The entirs report was based on g ‘staged evers’, Mr Omar himself stzting
that he wes taken to the scene of his report by the Taliban,

by The Guidelines swte that in reporting terrorism “Meutrz] langeegs is key.”
His Ianguags wes avyihing but peutral, (Transcrint atfached)

¢y The Guidelines make clear parsonal apmms snotld be kept out of eporis:
“audiences should not be zble fo seuze Tom BBC prawm*nm the personal views
of preseqiers and reporters on controv zrsial lesuss,

(BBC Producer Guidelines Chapter Z: Impariclity and Accuracy)

He very clearly siates his pevsonsl opinion ef the 2ad of he report:
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Genocide?

Civiltan
tasuaties —
Kandahar,
Towgh, Kabul
ang Herat?

Civil an
casuzaliias ~
Kabul?

US scidiers
kllied?

Bus hit =
Kandahar?

Journzist arrast
- Kandahar

Red Cross hit -
Kaoul

Civilar,
casuslitag —
Nishrad &
Tagab?

Toal cvilizn
casuzilies?

Covihan
cesualliss —
Kabul?

Civilian

casuiriles —
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Taliban radio says "ha United No evidence 1o support this
tates has begun war zgainst the

oersaculea anc cefenceless

neopie of Afghaniglan This war

couic be calied g a3 war of

genocide against g nation,”

AP repars that n past 24 hours  No evidence to support this
70 civilizns kiled: 35 killed in

Kandzhar [30 from Towghi

viflaga]; 4 in Khai- Khana [Kaaul

distncf]; S on Heral-Kandanar

raad [see above] & 32 1n Herat

AFP has bean able o confirm 25 No evidenece to support this
civilian deaths in Kzoll 23 2
rasult of reporiing restnetions in
Afghanistan
Taiiban depuly foreign minister Ho avidence te sunport this
tells Pakistan pzper Jang that
100 US commangas.nave
alrazoy bean killed in
Afghanistan
Talban claim US bomberz hita Ne evidenca o support this
bus in Kandahar, xilling =t 12ast
10 civilians
Talibar ¢laim lo have arresled an Ne evidence to support this
American or Zuropean man, who
szic he was a jourraist, In Spin
Boidak, Kandahar Frovince
Officials say Rea Cross Dod admite B-52 Bombers
compeund n Kazu bt for sscond  inadvartently dropped 2,000Ic bormbs
tima, cn warshouse
Taliban's Bakntar news agancy No svidence to support thig
clzims § peopie kifled and 12
injurad 10 strikes around N.shran
znd Tagab, narth sast of Kabu;
but, Taliban cfficial talls AIP 8
ceopls killed & 15 wounder In -
same ares
Taiiban's anvoy in tells German Nc evidence to support this
TV The result of the atlasks s
the desths of mere then 1,000
innocent civiians and
considerable mate-ial demage 1o
the cauntry,
Ne svidanee to support this
Wilnesses ciaim 13 paople killzd
in areas of Kabul (AP say
number of daaths is 8, 3EC
Warld reports i 2s 'mors than
10", with most from same family.)
No ewidencs to supportinis
Al-Muhajiroun, seys four British
Muslims died when & missiie hit 2
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Kabul?

Cnilian
Casualies —
Kandahar?

Civilizn
Casuzilies?

Kandahar
mosque

Civilian
casualiies -
Feart &
Kandahar?
Amarican forees
arresiad

Chemical
W2BIONS

Cwihan

casualites ~
akia, Xabul, &

Kancahar?

Total crvilian
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Kandahar Red
Crescent clinis

Kajaki Dam
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house ir Kabul

AlP say 2 people dezd in
Kandzsharand one in Mazare-
Sharif

CNN reports 25-yzar-olf warman
killed in Northern Aliznee-halg
villzge

Taliben clizm mesque in
Kandaharwzs hitin the early
hours of Monoey morning

AlP say one person killed in-
Herat Provines while 2 civilians
killed In Kangahar

Taliban ¢laims to have amasted
Amencans

Taliban also caim US forces
Using chemical wespons after .
Vfazir Akbar Khan hespital cies
3 lesnagers with slight injurieg,
wha then dizd fram internal *
bieeding,

AlP reports 2 dasths 88 US
bYomps nit area zinge to Paristan
boraer in Paktia Province
overnight

AlF reports 3 people in Kabul,
and 4 peeple 10 Kancahar among
those kifled

Taliban ambassador to Pekistan
claims total of 15CC killed sirce
start of bombing

Al-Jzzeera renoft bombs b
Kaneahar clinuic ~ clatms 14
people killed, 25 serously
injursd.

Taliban says warplanes bormned
the Kajgki dam in Haimand
Provinee, inflicting hasvy
damage. Waer ras not stared o
gush out yer, butif it siaris 1o fow
tnousands of peepls will face the
{hrest of death.

Mo evidencs to support this

Mo avidence to gsupport this

Mad confirms this is not frue. No air
strikes occurrad in the arsz at tha
iime alleged,

No evidencs to supporttnis

Fentagon says no forces missing

Simply natirue

No evidence to suppaort tais

Simply untrue

US says bulding was a legitmate
muitary ssroet. Fospitsi was
hundrads of yards away and
undamagsd. Good sxample of
pracision bombing

Mod says there's no evidencs o
support the claim that neither powsr
stetlsn were targeted or demeged in
any way,

e | (003
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dotless plans
shot down?

US Haleoster
downez?
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Crilfan
Casualties —
Mdina Mzar
Sharnf?

J& military
czsualiies

=S mimary
casuiaties

930 2831

NO. 4019 P15

CONFIDENTIAL

-14 -

A sanior Afghan cffizial acoused
US farces of using shamuca,
weapohs in thelr campaign
against Afghanistan

Talizan claim to kave shot down
an airzrafl withous a pilet in Baikh
province, Tafiban dam to have
forced 2 US planss o land &t
Kabul arport & that pilots handzd
over fo authonties

Tafiban claim to have stot cown
LS heliceptar {(zee € Nov)

Taliban says it has arrested spes
and Amzncarn soldizrs Clalms
that US has logt 85 sodiers in
total sinze siad of hostiities

Talban ciams 11 cwvliiar aezlhs
it south Mding Mzar Sharif
including six Individuals from a
single family. In Kabul they claim
some Taliban fignters ang 2
civiliars ware kived,

The Islamic Afghan news agancy
annoanced that 2 L S helizonter
went dewn Suncay and ‘sur of
the soidiers on board wers kilad

Islamakad, Nov 7, IRNA — Allwas
setfo fiy 18 sody bags fo the
United States fram Quetta,
Balochistan's caoitgl, Peshawar-
besed "The Frontizr Post' said
Wedneseay,

The daily saud that arrangameanis
had besn finelized io fiy home

18 dead podies lying in a hossital
in Quetia. Thase bodies are of US

The U.S. has naver used chamica |
wespons in Afghanisian (US CIC).

US Dod denied loss of plane

AUS military spectal farces
hellsopter with sscort was
dispatthed © retieva an il mamber
of the ASF. Rzar Adm. Jonn ‘
Stufflebeern, said on 5tn Nov Dod \
brefing; "One ofthoss helisopters
hz< 2 nard landing in the
maourtaincus areas, aue i icy
conditinns. That alreraft wes
subsequantty testroyed by U8,
forces to pravent it from fating in the
hands of being used against us’
iater, That crew was rescusd by
another halicapier, A zeparate U.S,
Specia! Forces mission nelicopter
want in fo retrizva the alirg membsr
that they originally were going lo gt
and brought him out safely.”

No evidenze to support thls

Neo evidenca to support this

Hellcopter aown - but crew
escaped without injury. {(sas 4th)

No evidenze to support this
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g Nov

& Nov
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41
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Civihan
Casulaties —
Kabul &
Jalalpad
Afghan spies
arrested?

Civiian
Casuaties —
Kzbul?

B-52 crasn?

Kandahar
bornaing

Bombing 2
mardle faclory
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Spesial Farces troaps who lost
their Iives on the course of the
campzign inside Afakanistan,
it explained, these troops had
died in action and netin scoident.
Talican's Bakhtar news agancy
szid that ten ohwiians ware killsd
it yesterday's L.8 strike north
Kahul znd near Jalalebad .
The Taleban say trey have
arrasied 15 Afghans n the
zast [of Afghanisian] on suspician
of spying for the USA.
Talban nformation ministers wio
told 45 that there had beanav
serlous heavy bomsaramers over
right from L3 .. he said that 42
civilans had besy xilzd
Al-Jazeera comespondent in
Afghanizian cited Amir Khan

Matagl;-spokesmanforthy”

Taiezan movament, as saying that
& US fighter fet, believed o be a
B-32, creshad In the Pakistan!
province of Balucnestan clhse 10
an Afghan refuges cameo sftar
fiying in the Afghan airssace ,
Zaesf ciaimg 1,500+ cvilizns
%iled ang 206,00 forcad from
homes, 10D US soid’as killad 8
planes crashed (AlJezesma TV)

Nec evidence to support this

No pvidence to suppart this

Mgod says there's ro truth in this

whatsgover.,

Neo evidenge to suppor this.

Na evidence ‘o supoort tnis.
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Rageh Omer, BBC 10 O’ Clack News, 5% November 2001

PRESENTER: A BEC teant is now in the Afghan capitel Kabul, the only Western broadeasters there, Our
corespondent Rager Omar assesses the impact of the war on the city and irs people,

RAGEH OMAR: The call to dawn prayer across Kabul as US war planes circled the city. Throught the
sight viion camera one American jet fires its nussile. With the plane caught in the glint of first ligFaz,
Taleban gunners respond, more for definnce than for effect, their tracer Jire climsbing the nighr i

Early morning and the Igbal fantily pick over the destruction of their home. On Wednesduy night, furing
heavy bombing, part of the home was left in ruins. Soms kind of missile tore through the roof. Said and
Saralask married just wo nionihs ago were killed as they slept. Hidden behind the screen in anotlez s partof
the house the bereaved women of the family gathered to mourn. One of the Samily’s uncles wonderad why
ordinary Afyhans were having to bear such an ordeal. I it because our blood is worth less than Arsericen
and British Blood, e asked. - .

We made our way ncross Kebul's broken streets, This iy the result of nearly 23 years afvoar. A whole
generation has grown up here with the total absence of peace, the same generation that makes up virtually alf
of the Taleban's fighters,

The Red Cross hospital receives irs latest pationt. The question of civilian casualties & one of the ke

consryversies of-thes conflict,-but-kerein the infesisive care WAif W SaW CASUAEES Jor vurselves. The
international campaign to exacs Justice for Seprember 11" has maimed this seven year old hov.

DOCTOHR: This patient needs also eye doctor, but we don’t have in this hospits! eve doetor, and teday I
ask the cye doctors to come to treat s eye also.

RO: The Yalebun showed us the Red Cross depot bombed twice by mistake, F's been almost two weaks since
American war planes bombed the Red Cross warchauses here in Kabul, but even now the wreckage fs still
smouldering. Essential food supplies lic burning. These children are waiting outside the bombed warehonse
hoping to gather the food that wis't destroyed and all thix in ons of the poorest conntries on garth.  The next
generation of Afphans are now having 10 cope with the wasie of another corflict,

Bopeh Omar, BBC News, Kabul
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