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No 10 orders
legal review
of Iraq strike

Nicholas Aufford
and Eben Black

DOWNING STREET nas
ordered fresh reports on the
lepality of an atack oo Irag
amud moenung concem ovar
:he 1cea of 1oppling Saddam
Hussem by foree The mave
follows  resimanes from
politicians ana semior mul-
tary officers

Admiral  Sir Michas|
Bayee, ciuef of the defence
stafl 15 understoad to have
conveyed doubts t¢ Geoff
Hoon, the defence oumister,
about e lepanty of ar attacx
and about the possible begh
numbers of Briush casualues
which could result

Lord Goldsrath, the ator-
ney-general has been asged
for a legal opmmon by pext
month  op  whather pew
epproval from tas Unied
aticns secunty councl 1s
necessary Legal advisers o
the Muustty of Defence
and the Foreign Office have
alst been consaured and thear
news are diaded.

The Cabinet Office will
suomit 115 own fpdags next
marith based or updated 2vi-
dence from .he mislugence
servicet that Saddam may be
linked t¢ Al-Qazda or ctasr
tarrenist groups end on his
development of weapons of
mass dsstrucoon

An mutral dessier, com-
piled by the intelligeace serv-
1ces on Saddam’'s werror lnks
earner this year, was shelved
oecause 1t faea 10 make 2
convincng case MIS, the
tellgence service has been
asked 10 go back 0 1ts
sowres, wemding Iraqr m-
forman's and ‘o revicw the
latest firdings of the inter-
nanonal irvesuganom  mto
the A.-Dacas pelwork,

Tony Lloyd, a former {or-
eign office munister, yester-
day raflecied growing unzase
witme the Labour party ever
the possiality of Bnan
jorung  an Amencan-led
airtke 2ga:nst Saddam "It 15
not good enoagh 1o sav st
the White House because
they are Amencans We have
got 10 be a bit mors soptusu-
cated than thal,” he said

In anotier development,
Haps Bux, the UN's chief
weapous inspactar, said ves-
terday I[nat s teamn wers
sxpectng 16 return 1o Irag, 2
oossibabiey that 1 likzly to
forestai any mulitary action
* We think 1t wonld be nara-
ml for the Trags © accept
the inspaction because trey
claim m a dstermuned way
that these s nothung ief:, they
have deoe away with weap-
ons of mase destruction ”

Teny Blar's postaon as
catel ally 1o Geargs Busn,
the Amencan prosidsnt, 15
oeing undermuned by a threar-
eped Tevelt by Labour back-
benchers and some mnsters,
and the prospect of Broan s
miyof umern Jeaders joinmg
{orces zgainst z2ny altzmpl (¢

wage war on Jrag wathowt
parlameitary approval

The umons, f=d by Ball
Moms, general secratary of
the mansport and general
workers, plan 1o push
throogh a moton at pext
mantey's Labour party confer-
enct caling oo the prome
rrumuster to wan votes 1ip both
the Commons ena Loros
before joizing apy Amencan
a'tack on Saddam.

Moms 15 s=en as a close
afly of Goraon Brown, whko
15 sazd 1 have ppposed mal-
tary azton i cabwnet arud
wammings of e patental mal-
u-obon-poard cost. Cther
naens backing the moton
meluge the twe rail umons,
Aslef and the RMT, Umson,
waich  mpressnts  puolic-
seCtoT workers and Amucus,
formed fror the merger of
the AFEL engwne=nng anc

Galdsmith legal opinion
end the

electncal umion
wate-collar MSF

The umags are also encour-
agiNg 2 conceried campaign
for comstifuency paries to
subrut  idenucal motons,
maang . far more difficel
for the parry lwerarcoy to
refise 2 dapats and soic

Tas TGWL's block reore-
sentasion givas 1t the largest
roember of voie; — more
tian lm — at the conference

ih the backang of other
urons and cansuiencics,
victory Jor e mogon weould
be essured

The mooen says Bar
mus. 1ot g0 10 war “without
the consont of parnament’

Blarr and ks colleagues at
ths top of the party do nor
constder tnemselves bound
by daaimions ar labour's
party confersnce. Following
Blante reforms, polices
are now deermuned At
regional and national “pohcy
forums”  rather ™ than  at
conference

Blar’s poght will be wors-
enea by the absence of hus
staunc=si wnipn ally, Sir
Ken Teckson, formerly gen-
sral secretary of the AEED
sszeon of Amicns Jackson
was ousted last month by
Derzk Sumpson, a2 Jocal
umon official and former
SomImitust
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