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Secret files on Baghdad’s weapons plans
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Sltes assoclated with iraq's
weapans of mass destruction
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Bafoie the 1990 arms emmbargy, rag
purchased 90 per cent ef its mifitary
hardware from Lhe Sowet Unlon Since Uhen -~
it has relisd on ams smuggled across the
Synian zod Jordanan borders The majonty
af the gt cargoes are maching parts to
help o mantan Saddam s ageing lanks
and air force Mast of these are reported
to come from Eastern Europe or Tormer
Soviet republics, where disaffected and
cotrupt officers help to maiotan a iarge
Hlach market In April tils year, it was alleged
that Gzech-made rockets had reached
Baghdad vis Syria, although these clalms
ware strenuously derued by Damasgus
Much of this hargware is purchased using
odf smuggled eut of Iran via Turkey and han ]
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Jraq has proven
reserves of 113 tulion
barrels Ultimate total
teserves could exceed
300 tilllon barrels
Gurront capnenty is
about three milllen
barrels a day but it 1s
frimping at about half
thal Capaclty could
rise to seven ar enght
milllon barrels a day
within 8 maxtmuom of
five-years if glant flefds
are developed and
thereis stabityina
poust Saddant iraq
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. Area 169,295 ag
amies_
Popuiation 23 3
~ million (Warld Bank
t 20000, 16,278,316
{1987 census)
Language Offlcai
lanjiuage 15 Arabic
Mmnorky languages
", include Kirdish
'&(g}mut L5%), Turkie

tfe expectancyr.. SO

24% (1899

miitlen [@I_L

GODP ner capia*
$3.388 (1998)

Average annual

and Araman

Reflglan
About 95% of

Major cltlas

mare thar | Dasra {406,296)

50% of whom are KUk (418 R24)

Shia, therest Supn Mosul (684,221)
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NUCLEAR THREAT Although it

uranlum and plutanitin Russia,
Ukraineg, Wazakistan, Belarus and

Bulgans all have quantities of lughly
enrlchad ursniun that In many Lases

World oll reservas

{bHhon barrels)

Papuiaton growih-

Urhan puplfla_tlun
76 8% (2000 et
Literacy rata male
65 8%, female 45 9%
GDP- U5$149,036

Invome, $593 {est)

1iie population Baghdad (canital,
ere Musiins:, - 3,821,268, 1987
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appears unikely that Saddare hos
nuclear cagacity, his hnks with Cast
Furopedan and ex-Soviet mafia could
o) prowide a charnel for weapon grade
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THE ouly known store of
nuciear matertal i Irag sifs ¢n
heaviweight sealed barrels at
Tawattha  research  faciliy
soutts of Baghdad Tt consists
nf gevaral tannes of lmv-grade
urantuni 3“(] 15 mﬂlulﬂrfd b)’
an nterpational agency with
the Full cu-operaticn of the
Liays reguzie

fhe  legilmacy of the
awaitha nuclear matenal - -
I8 lunnes of low ennched
urzititm and “several torines”
of depleted and natural uran:-
i ~= conhiasts shaiply with
what  Western  intelligence
agencies beleve 13 President
Saddam Hussen's candesting
programme to buld a nuclear
bomb and te develop other
forms of weapons of mass
destruction baserd rm chemicat
and hiological agents

The unpublished “dossier”
on Saddam's secret weapons
that the Bntsh Government
says will be unveiled at the
appropnate ume —  aller a
decsion has been laken o
launch a mibtary attack oo
Irag — poes some way
towards cutliming the threal

However, seruor Whilehall
sources made 1t ciear that 1t
was not “revelalery”  The
dossier, winch fias had te be
redrafted sevaral tunes, s
miended lu give an undassi-
fied wisight inlo {raq < progress
m developing unconvenhonal
weapons smee the [lndted
Nalions mspecttans came to
an abrupt halt in Decamnber
1998

Tony Biar 18 geting no m-
side wfurmation from Tresi-
dent Bush ahont s plang for
deahng  with  Saddam’s
weapons of mases destructon
programme, according to a
former  semwur  Atnencan
diplomat. Richard Hollweoke
who was Uniled States Anthas-
sador Lo the Umled Nations
under President  Chnton,
revealed 1 The Washinglon
Tast that a “semor adviser” Lo
Mr Blair had told him "lter-
Iy’ that Mr TDush  “wag
gtviug Blar nothing " 11 1aturn
for lus unstinting suppoit on
frag

Mr Blair's official spokes-
man refused to comment yes
terday on My Holbroches re-
mark, but sard that Londnn
and Washuingion weie “100

4M  Sth

Tony Blair has promised, to reveal the
true extent of Irag's drive to acquire
weapons of mass destruction, but sg
far he has kept the British public in the
dark. Michael Evans gssesses the
evidence that could take us to war

per cent” agreed on the need
Lo deal with lraq s weapons of
mass destructtan

Much of the detaii of the
Wihistehall dossier has come
fram iraip defeclors hecause of
tie difficulty uf acquinng “pn-
mary source” latelbgence
from withm iraq ‘The sources
unlicated that although much
of the recent focus had been

Shooting party, Saddam celebrates 0 Baghdad

on Iray s secret plans to “weap-
onse” hiojegical agents, such
as anthrax and smallpoyx, the
main area of concern was shil
Saddarm’s amhition to butid a
nudlear bainb

One seurce saul “If Saddam
managed to develop & nuclear
weapon and a delivery system
to reach targets hundreds or
thousands of miles away, It

THE TIMES THURSDAY AUGUSI 29 7002

would change the whole
power balance 1 the Middie
kast”

Although the Government
has been anxivus to keep the
contents of the dossier to
itself, the Lhirast of ils message
hag become clear without the
oppattunly to seud in interna-
bonal nrspectars to check vn
susperted  weapons-of mass-
destruetion  laboratones, the
world will remain dangerously
1gnorant of what Saddam lias
managed to achieve m the
pust three and a haif years

The svurces sald that Sadid-
am had “several hundreds
suentists and engineers fully
employed on  developing
nuclear, temmcea) and biologi-
cal systems “All Of them Lnow
fiatn the expenénce of the few
defectors wha have managed
to escape to Ametica and Bnt-
an that Saddam takes nuthless
revenge on the faymlies of
those whe dare to bebray the
secrets of lus weapons pro-
pramime,” oize said

Not anly close relatins but
also the extended fanmily of de-
fectars have been murdered as
a waming to others who may
be tempted to go over Lo the
West, the svurce said

Drawmg on the discoveries
made by the United Natwns
weapofls wpertors  before
they had to leave Raghdad in
December 1598, thuse con-
mlting to the YWhitehall dos-
sier bave said {hat Iraq pos-
sessed  the capabiity, the
know-how and much of the
equipment needed to buaild a
mdear device

Saddam's team of nudear
suentists still lack the fssile
matenal to complete the

5 hamb, and there have been na
~ mdications fom satellite im-

agery of any atlempt to buld a
Incihty capable of enrching
uranun to bomh-grade qualt-
ly far that eomplex process
the Iragis would need substan-
tral infrastructure and 4 power
supply that rould be spotted
hy Amenican spy satelliles
Iraq) has the know-how to
ceeate bughly enriched uran-
m bt the equpmient needed
was all destroyed by the UN
Inspectors after the 1991 Gelf
War "But you don't need
large buddings lo develop a
Continned on faclng naca



g,

A @A {C R A s

\
QI |>99

fle

@ <50

¥ ¥ % 7 LVA IR~ b VAT ¥ RS

A ]

make the case for overthrowing Saddam

fune 1981

Baghdad from
acquinng =
fissila mate:lal

lsraeh F 168 destroy rags nuclear reactar
at the Gsiak research site to pravenl

{ar the Kurds' support

IRAQ’'S WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

March 1988 trag) Aw Foige drops boribs with mustard gas
warheads on the Kurgistan tawn af Halatia in nertharm Iraq, wling
5 000 Kuigs and wounding anather 5 000 The attack was n revenge

Tor Tehran il the Iranflraq War w

‘A}]l’" 1990 eUstums nf‘ﬂclals ot Teesslde impaund
T massia pipes destihed for iraq .[hey were to form part of a
‘5upesgun which would Ire projsctlies 100 mies Inlo space Ty

May 1990

At an Arab
canference in
Baghdad, Saddamn
Hussein produues
two nuclear irlgeers,
a key comnponent of
arry nucledr weaporn,
He ulalms that one
was manufactured

T o -

nuclear bomb 1F yuu can ac-
quire weapons-grade entiched
wmatenal [ram other gources,
such as the bladk market,” the
spurce said

There are so'many researcl:
faciithes across the lormer
Soviet, Unon that stll Have
stocks of highly enriched uran-
wm, many of them inade-
quately guagded, that the -
gest fearts that Saddam will be
able Lo sharten the time need-
eil for bualding & bamb by buy-
g smuggled weapons-grade
nuclear:matenal Ladk month
four nen were arcesled by pul-
1we m Grorga witl nearly 2kg
{4 41b) of ennched yramum

The low-grader uramum
stored at Tawmtha had re-
mained - uniouched by the
Tragls, wlia evely January wel*
rome A leam of four or five
nuclear experts from the Yien-
na-based Internationak Alani<
1c Energy Agency to examine
(he sealed barrels An agency
offical - confirmed  that  the
sealy lad never been tappered
with, and tiat tie arnual visit
to Tawaitlia bad cleasly acted
a3 3 deterzent to the Iraqis

Tiowever, Lhere havé been
many indications of Sadddm’s
confinuing efforts ta develop
nuc]ear weapens by acquiring
dual-use equipmenl, whirh
wught seem innocent on the,
umpost documenls but can be’
adapted: [gl:.h]\us wiconven-

WHAT'S IMPORTANT |

Should Britalr]oln:
‘forces.with-the US

e agalist Irag? .,

. Send YOE, & mads to
ebaia@!i]etlmes.co uk

tional wedipons’ prugramme
Three years ago lrag way
repnrtcd to have ardesed half

a ,dnzen hthqulplers L
machines ‘th'l

waves| | tu. geE rld. of iuﬂ.ney )
stonésy hub UM ex“pert! sdid
theysalgo had: 18] practicalonse
for mggenng atenc; detices £

Refore thed UN; Inspécbind
had to leagébaghdad,‘-mgy.
had cnnrj‘udéd‘t at 'Saddam.i,L
nucleas., el  Bady mag;!
teregi Lh, cmuah [ qne' of
creatirTgan: plosive Jshock’
wave Urat squeezes thenyelear 3
matenal to Irgger a.;ﬁg.gr;reac‘—"
ton  The inspeclors *alsf;
Belteved . Tvas [m.!srma Hjal.—
the !inqiséha&mmageﬂ‘m des
signia‘sulficiently small borab
twfitontoa dedhnn:sm:mlp
sile "Tneye were heheved'to, Ue:
at least’ten such nusmlés hld-
deqr someiviiere o l.’nq Mast
of Irags Seids igére'deslruyed
by thetNeteanid®~ .

The ageAcy keeps a “miclear
file™ o0 Iraq, and slthouglheits
inspectors, who viat Tawaitha:
everys year, arer usiable-lo go
nnywhe:ev AT i lraq, its offis
clals :izL)r that l!"‘.voulEFhe (llfﬁ.v‘
cult ftritie Lraqus to get thear |
hands~'ons ennched uraniom
for 2. boml} “Getting thaight
niicledr; Faterial, {hat's Iray's
prublam') oneofficial said -

VThed s W'Lulzha]l* #lbsser,
howaler--laa elieved to under
line heii thitthérest yFtlie
woirld faees™ if5. 18, waits for
Saddams turndueselﬂ:ﬁgual_
He mny'be-gewr YEArs dway.
hom.camp]elmg ihs nudeac:
it | pugramine,, but if Ha~
wera.td) acquire. eulficiest fis-
aled :gatenal}the-\lnuntdu"}\rm

te hid UUdeﬂEamk couch- |

stdrk muc.&earl"ar.

Thewdoss:er agamst a dlctator

Nuclear. weapons . R

cumefu THat was 11 years ago-Today,

2, Before the 4997 Guit War, Iy bk

thal cnuld“ﬁuppan:arrelnulgorated nuc
weapﬂns pmg.l ammeu e
A R

. had'acqul ed parts{ar llow-fgaping™ -
d rnacmnis whicH.are' used ’f:nr'nruducln

[T A T Y

a G e
:L. P[e:;lde:lt Eush father, when he wds.iq_ '
{he White Houss, declared thab the Amarioan.” -
Vhombing bﬁlraq'; nucloar weanons 5itds Jad
"ﬂut"saddam ligsein oub of theuclear™, .
Qomh‘b’i.uidlng‘ usiness fortd fong tifie o s

2 the systematlc déstruction oy the «,
‘lniﬂmaﬂ‘nnai.‘htm il Enérgy. Agenoy: uflraq 5 ',
=nunlea::|nftéstmc ure, Including 50,0U0: .
YEquare nieties orf factory-spage, 2,000 plecgs
ﬂlf squipment dnd 80Ctans of spe:lal‘ailuys
the CIA belleves U\a‘(ﬁ’adﬁannhas reuwed s ,
prograrame and tHak HisjiridRte]s (o apgqulrs... -

f asufﬂclerlt source of tl‘aslle—mﬁtenal ‘f‘

repurted 15 beslx monllls.fmn]‘ mhalyuga
" trutla ruclear devite;, hased dlan implosion
l:léS\-gl'l similar to thesNagasaki bormb. Twe

saidl Wé'beliau&Saﬁdam neveT abarddoned

His rmnteaz wEapans pmgramme frag reualna
~q1 suffiflént ninber. 6§ Aych eanscientists, |,
Prograjnme. dacqmentaﬂnn, and‘pmhahly T :
.seme duakuse manufz'iaturlng |nfrastructure-

£z the!IIgence-agencles ae monitnrmg ay-
.8llempts by-Saddam's agents to iy leyrss

- compopents for rebmlding \rag's uranlunr; s
F enrchmntipachinery! hecessary fontreating .
, bomit grade puclear materal In Jure Wastern-,
| Intellgente agencles werawarnedthatlraq'- .

cumpunenls forairaruum en;iuhment i
- Hodgier MFTenat'(u]d the lntel'ngence
CommltlEE‘ “Our majﬂ[- neante‘rm contery g
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years aga the IARA sald that IF Saddam, il

. 5'mted workagain ot a mclear weapnn, hogr” h“,__@

cuuld build ane in qbout two years “. M0 jodict i ple ;‘,g,__x?_,
L | ﬁr« fjw%':f"s:,% «1‘-‘1’“‘
3*. |);7,'p_esﬂmnn¥vhefurethe §EI1ate. g b | A "ﬂ?ﬁ ecia U"UH‘IEE‘ [Eadd ,.__;’ ‘{_gw
“intelfgenee Comniltee'in February, Georde | Jiga: e Eg‘ni mj.EIEIB harf;!i' f
Tenet: Cirector of US-Centtalinteligence, © 5.@- ” L]l'.L oo 1{;&
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lauuary 1991 te

_USHed coaltion lauhcfes Operetion Desert Shar
M sftef [faq invadas Rowatt Frontline soldiers are

equl[}ﬁed.

thepigiaat bipiagical and chem
¢ pombal

tEogRgs.are oculated against

Sl missHEs gkl rael,:dﬂd Saud Arabia +

plagLiE ahd nerv&égenth irag fires tonventional

‘October 1991

lcal suits
anth{a\( s

] 'UN Inspectors flad 46000-
chermcal artilery shells and
fater come across thousands

4 of gatlons of nerve agants for

biological wa

riara

L m vy - POPPERFOTD,

Uecember 1998

UN amis lnspsclurs Idave
Baglhdad efter Saddem
veflses toca operate in UN
search tor Ehemlcal'and ”

blalogleal weapans _‘1 !
i = 5
B ' Lo At \
. R ‘
X . - ErtablERi ey e bty o T ¥4
Bialogleal weapons e 1;%5‘\'”‘3:",,5&62&‘:“ 2k {‘ﬁ%@%ﬂﬁw
4 Shadam s bébeved tihaved substantial, :In:fqu‘sbiéﬁ‘: FEMIE upn_‘ﬁ e s
stock of Blologlcal warfars sgents and is suhGppES AN Bylclaiming: Iig iRt

rescorching oiferent ways of “weapunising” .
thor- "y [y

Zert

ol v R
2 I‘ulluwing reveléltlons af Sacidamssec:!et.
~weapens of mass destructlorl programme
rnade by Ueutenant-General Husseln Kamel,
a sorvin law of the fraq leader who defected
to the United States in 1995, baghdad ¥
admuited Tor the first tmé that fthad, -
praduced 30,000 litres of biological gents,,
inclugding ahtinax and botulinum toxns lraq

claimed o have destroyed the agents | . L.,
\ ‘ 1l

3 Befara the 1991"GuIF War, raq produged,
four fons of VX nerve sgant, 19,000ittas of
botulinum toxin, 8,400 litres of enthrée .
spores and an unknown amount of.sarin
Howaver, the LN weapond Inspentcﬂs baleves,
thiat Irsiq had failed to account for mare thari’

70001 of growlh medi, obtainedFom 3 3],

European firms, which would be sufficient ta
praduce huge quanLIUes of bactsrfo!uglcal‘ ’
weapons . ot

LR S

pre

& ‘After the 1991 GulT War, the Ins;lectur
found traces of anthrox In several warheads:
from lang-range @ Hussein ballislic missdes,§
Abeut 200 arlaunched biological bumhs

were also di covared

5 ‘irag had carrned out tilals of a
nekopter borne insecticlde sprayer which
could have besn used for blglogical attacks
Antheny Cardesman, of the Centre for

Stratége and intemational Studies in s

Waslington, wrote In a repart In Jurde that ' |,
{rag) had continued ta convert its Czecil hullt

129 Uelptin jet trainer efccraft into 7
unpiated drones, possibly for deiavermg
bluluglcal warﬁare agents

--.n - -

6 Thers are alsa fears thnt raq has ~
develooed farep mianhbes of smalinny ™
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