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- Secrets of Saddam’s hiddel. arsenal

Dossier Tony Blaw says the document will be published soon. Guardian reporiers speculate on its contents

fiichard Norton-Taylorand | [rau las also adnutted woik

Jullan Borger in Washinglon

A dossier on raq's nuciear,
Lielegical and chemical wa-
[are capabihiies was drawn
up 1t Maich by the Cabinet
)ffice s joinl intelligence
cotmittes, chaned by the
former M1G officer Johin
Searlelt, after 1ntense Aiscus-
sions within the inteiligence
commumty about what
shonid be pubhshed and how
much speculation it should
Lontain

Just days before lony Blalr
flew to Washington 10 early
Aptil to meet George Bush,
the government deculed not
to publish the dessier

Though it contatsied
evidenece pbout Daglicdad’s
development of baclogieal
weapons — inciuding
anthrax and botuimum toxm
— tha dussier was based on
what TN special comumlssion
weapons inspectors
(iTnscom} fonnd up t0 the
pot when they were puiled
out of Irag 1 1998 Fven the
€ 1A admit that 1itelbgence
gnthered agter thut date 15 far
fram reliable

Last Monday, « Whitehall
souree saud that the long-
awazteil dogsier “would no
longer play a role” There was
"very hittle new to put mteat’,
he sald The following day,
Mr May announced that o
dusslel wouwld be pubhished
i amatter of weeks

Sir Michael Qumlan,
fornel poymanent secetary
at the Ministry of Defence,
told BBC Radio 4's Today pro-
giamme “Iiankly Tthik
most nf us had already us-
samed that he had 1etamed
at least binlogical sod chemi-
cal weapons To that extent
Jwonidn't think it will
produce anylhing new

“1F 1t has something o say
about intention that obvi-
ously would be new but it's
very hatd to see what thal
could be”

Blological

UHN weapons inspectoss
found that the Iraqis had
weaponised anthiax, hotu-
linnm tuxin and atlatogin
The Irags aduntted hidmg
their matezial in caves and
tonnels

They also carmied ot
regearch and developinent
work on othe: agents guch as
riuin {a highly potent toxin)
prul anwmal aned Blant agenls

g on Clostndram perfnn-
£ens, 2 bactenal weapon Lhat
CaILSEs a5 Eangrene, a condl-
tion 1n which the flegh (ot

Examining liaas records,
Unscom eame L the conely

sion that the amoouls of
anthirax, hotubouw, gas
ganglene and aflatoxin were
ruch jess than the capaeity
of 1ts germ warisre faborato-
ries Irag clanued 1t had run
1ts weapona labs at less than
tull produchion capacity The
inspectols concluded that
[req still has at least 157
boutbs and 25 missile wal-
heads filled with germ
agents, although those war-
Tiends would have a himited
shelf-lite

Baghdad has clauned that
otws of the products made at
1ta newly rebuslt Falluyjah
voinplex, west of Buphdad v
Lasten onl for use 1 brake
flmd Castor beans can also
he used to make ricin
Chemical w_
I'he fanis adimted manu-
factnuing sgenlsincluding
the nerve agentsaym and
mustard gas They had

weaposed chenucals and
ad hundreds of tong of
sanslacd agent i missiles,
artillery and roekets Much of
1Ins was fuund and destroyel

But i 1Ls final asgessment
of the Tiarp chemlcal pro-
graumme Unscois sawd Traq
had faried o account for at
least 3 9 Lons of VX nerve gas
— ong of the must deadly
nerve agents - as well as 604
tons of ingredienls Lo wmake
1t Iray sad 1t had desiroyed
the malertal after the war but
apart fram 4 few fragments
ot warheads bearing VX
Lraves, no hard evidenee of
Hatg was foundd.

T ast year Angust Hanning,
the Germar ntelhgence
cinef, claumed that lraq wes
develeping new chemmenl
weapons and that “Gernan
cowpanies appatently Jelv-
ered impot ol comsponents
for the production nf paigon
gas” 1o an liag) weapony
plant at Samarra.

Tn eaily 20C1, the C1A
1eported that frag had
rebuilt two chenucal plants
at kallujah, which had been
used to produce chermeal

and biolegiual weapans
befine the Gulf war [raghas
said tha plants are baing
used solely to manufacture
narshrides
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Nuciear

Germany's intelligence
agency, the BN, wilych has
specialised 1m traciong of
Tiaty purchases of dual-use
teehnology, believes that
President Saddam's nuclear
wedpons DLOgranzie 19 shill
in business Mr Hanmag,
said this year "1t s ouresti-
mate that [rag wall have an
atomie bhomb in three years”
Gary Muholluy, the head of
the Wisconsin Project on
Nuclear Axms Control, told
Cougress last year that he
behieved lrag had "all the ele-
ments of 4 workable nuclea
weapoh except the fissile
material needeil to fuel 1t™
Most caperts hehieve that
President Saddam's lack of
\VEJlelS-glﬂdE maAanizm or
plutenium 1s the mam obsta-
cle to an Liagy bomly, and that
the process of 1 oducing It is
80 laborlons that the west
could mermtor s prugress
The Internntionat Atomme
Encegy Agency Teporied at
the end of 1998 “Theie were
19 indientions fo suyxEest that
Iraq was suceesstul a1t
abtempt to produce nuclear
weapons  of to suggest thal
Iraq had prothierd mose than
a few grasures of weapons-
grade nuclear materiat™
But the Iruq leader could
short-eireiit Lus process 1f
he could nequice the imatesjal
ot the international black
maiket, allhough there 1s no
evidence thiat he has flene 10
President Saddain nssem-
bled a substauiial team of
nuclear weapans scientists
befnre the Gulf war, and the
evidertce SUEERSs IL TRIDAING
together The only sigmaficant
defection was that of a senmor
enpineer, Ehidhir amza,
who slipped vut 10 1994
Former inspectons say the
Iragis cuuld be working an
warhead components and
couid even assemble some {1g
all the non-nuckear cotz po-
nents sucl as electrical firing
cirents, the mgh-quality
steel explosive lenses whih
focus the high explosive to
produce the entieal foree to
cieate nuclear fission) slong
with the igh-grade explosive
needeil
111999 1t emerged that the
Iraq: government had
mpnrted six "lithotrapter”
moiipes (used to shatter
kidney stones withont
surgery), which contafn high-

precision electronic switches

ger a nuclear device Suspi-
wons were raised father
wlen hag oidered 120 extra,
switches as “spares”

1t unclear whether Bagh-
dad ever got old of them,
but the order was a clear sign
that Irag continues to work
on nuclear weapon design

The Iragis possess the
artillery and yockets ta
delver chemical weapons
and have engineers and
scienhsts sull in place to
develop and produce awre,
accordng lg former YN
mspectors,

The Iragl capabsity of
inedjum range mussites (the
Al-Hussein, hased on the
Ttussian Seud design) is very
Jiulted Most of Lhe nnssiles
were found and destroyed
These ulisgiles have a xange
of inere than 400 mies anda
500ke payload

A small number — and a
quantity of major compo-
rirnts that eouid be s5semm-
bled Inta a missile — gy be
hidden I 1093, Ungcom
Dbehievedd that Irag sthil had
nine ballistic Scud type
nnssiles whose whereabouty
were unknown Some ana-
lysts say these imissiles were
probabily hidden and Bagh-
dad cannol be sure they will
work ag they are untested

Satellite photngraphs in
recent months have shown
Iraqs atteiapts to rebuld
masy of the weapons and
missile factories destroyed in
Operation Desert Fox in
December 159958 Among
those being refitted 15 the
al-Inj1 mussile plant

Undet the 1991 ceasefire
agreemnents, liaq can develop
and test missties with arange
less than 150km (03 miles),
and 1t has actively pursded
s tactical progranune with
the al-Ababll suhd-fuel mis-
s1le However, 115 analysts
suspect that lray bhas been
undecpower liyg 1ts missiles to
keep them within the rules,
while designed themn so they

an easly be adapled fo, s

longer distances

At the end of 1098, Iraq liad ™

also fatled to account for 500
bombs with parachptes des-
1gned for delivering chemical
o1 biological weannns, 850
attillery shells filled with
mnstard gas and 31,658 filled
and empty chensical muni-
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