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hatever the differ-
ences between
Amenca and
Euzope on the dan-

h[(>9%d

ger of Saddasm fTussent, Lony
e Geotyge W Bush i one ceacial
respect, accowding 0 Con-
O doleezza Ruce, the presudent’s
*We now know what hap-
O‘* pens when ewil people have
the means to attack you and
told 1he Sunday Itmes in her
only mterview with a Bitish
newspaper lo mak the Sep-
“[The next target] wouldn’t
have ta be New York or Wash-
ingtan,” she sad, "t could
And 1 tlunk that 13 what Presi-
dent Buslt and pnme punster

Blarr both see ™
le adniumstrabion’s response
y the teaior attacks one year
ago, the most powerful
agamst ynteroabional indect-
sion and imaction i dealing
with the threat from Iraq

Blar agrees with Preswdent
national gzeunly adviser
e 3¢ deterinined to do L shie
lambar 1] anmversary
unlecd be Londan or Berlin
In an extensive review of
woman m Amenca wwned
“Saddam Hossen 15 2 figure

usbenal conunumly for overa
devade,” she sad “If we
wen't prepared to deal will
us defiance now, will we he

toare prepared Lo deal with by
violenca when he 15 capable of
delivering & nuclear weapon
agamsl elber the Unied
States or Great Bentan?™

To Rabsh and ather scep-
bes wlo complam that o new
evidente Justifies an attack,
Rice iciorled “How tong do
you want (o wat to denl with
this problan? Do you want to

retical at Camp David, whers

Blair was due o amnve yester-

tlay for three hours of talks
Tor a lsemnr presidential

aile who has spent the past
year grappling wish spualling
mnlernational cnses — from
the ousting of Al-Qaeda fiom
Afphmustan via global warm-
g, protectiuwst steel tanfls
and missile defence tn the
ptospect of anothcr war in
Iraq — Rice appeared nicom
monly relaxcd as shie leant
back 1r a blue armchair and
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wat unbii he's wx months
from a nuclear weapon agaio,
ot ore month [rom a nuclear
weapon? Do you want to wait
uatil us menans of delivery of
biclogical weapons 15 more
soplusticated than s ig today?
I would ask Lhe queshing nut
why nuw, but why later?”"
Rice, 47, was speaking In
her sunlit corei office 10 the
west wing of the White House
shortly before sccompanying

chalted about lier rele as Lhe
first black woman o become
the: Wlite Hovse oauonal secu-
oty adviser

Her office, Uned with book-
shelves and [filled with per-
sonal mementoes — including
an American foothall helmet
— geems mere lke & howe
study than the nerve centre of
a country at war ‘There are
pamntings by African-Amesi-
calr artrgls and melnves of

mg squad of television cam-
eras hmed vp on the Wiite
House lawn outside ber wis-
dows attests to the daunting

pressures of her job

While 11 has nut always
heen cleor where Rice stands
on the deological fault Line
dividing Republican  hawks
such 25 Vice-Presulent Dick
C'heney and Doovald Fums-
fcld, the defence seciciary,
fiom  mulilaierabist  figures
such as the secretary of state,
Cohn Powell, her remarks on
Friday left litt)e doubt Ihat she
arg) the president are teady to
inarch on Baghdad of the inter-
national community fals to
find an alternahive means of
cutbing Saddam

“The sad truth 15, we know
what happens wien tyiants,
dangerous tyranis, are left o
thewr own devices amd Teft
unchallenged,” she smd "We
know what happens when
democracies cannot make a
decision to act We know what
happens  when  jntemational
wsutnbons we  defied and
don't act We have a Instory
with thiot and 1t 38 never good,

ERETItS -

Rice's disgust with Saddam
wag palpable as she tore inlo
the argument ihat “he won't
bothet ns of we dont't bothez

him" “There 15 sunply no ex-
penence with um to sugges|
that," she sawl, shifting 1a her
seal and slanng lisrcely at her
hands

“He has invaced his neigh-

bours Lwice, he has gassed bis
own people and tried Ly assas-
state a fenner president of
o United States He pays

$£25,000 to sumivde bombers,
one af whom bombed lebrew

University  [in - Issael]  anl
kilted five Americang "
Rice sonted thly, aud

there was hittle doubr that she

feels genuwely outraged by
Saddmmn s 1munoral  actions
“This 15 an ngpressive dicta-
tor,” she concluded, “and the
argument thal he somehow
can be trusted not (o act in a
hostile manoer] seems to me
o be nat sustmnable

She wsssted that the presi-
dent had not decided that mali-
tary foree wag the only opuon,
end she disrussed sugpestinng
that discusstons about a posst-
ble remm of weapons inspec
Tats anaunted Lo to mete than
camnuflnge for an impending
oulitery altack

“That’s sonply not tme,”
she sawl “The presideat 8 re-
viewing all options and we
will certmaly wamt to discuss
any possibilily that meght
deal with the thicat we e
facing "

Al the same sme, Bice ques-
tioned “the very strange sutun-
tion” with the weapons inspec-
uon debate “The key 15 to
remember that 1@ pupose of
the weapons inspketors wna to
ceritfy [Saddam’s] digatina-
ment,” she sad

“He mgned on b dispma-
1meat, and then he's managed
ta [rustrate all the effoits to be
sure lie is disamng it's
not % 1f he doesn’t know what
1o dey, 1t's not as of he hasn’t
been toid 1epeatedly what ta
do, 119 ot a9 1F he frasn' L been
given ultnatum after vituma-
tnm So T thunk we have o ask
ow selves how ta get a differ-
ent result this bime, in tenns of
dealing with the threat.”

15 the president considersg
a deadhine {or the readmission
of  weapons  inspections,
backed ovp hy the threat of
furce? " thunk we are hsten-
1ng i a lot of deas night now,
atid we'll see where we come

vut,” suid Rice

She msusted that “this 15 an
edmuustration that values alb-
ances, 1t values coabtions”
She appeared keen to chal-
lenge any facile Eurspean

aotions that Bush remmns a
Fexan cowboy prone Lo shoot-
g wiidly from the bip

“You konow, theie was o
view expiessel 10 me shorily
after the September 11 attacls
that there was a fear President
Dush would sort of wake up
oue day and start firng canse
mssiles at people, because,
after all, we'd been attncked
and we had ths nght to do it,”
said Ruee

S Well, be dul quite the oppo-
site, 1 a very deliberate fagh-
ion he tatked to people, put
together 2 plan, worned a
preat deal Tins adrenmsiratjon
1s sat one that just beleves it
ought W act onits own There
will be wmes when we have
pulicy disagreements wath our
friends, it by no means s the
Umted States sunply unoing
off on 1z own "

As for (3sama Bu Laden,
Rice can shed littte new Uplit
“l tlynk the president may
have said at best when he s,
1f he's dead we got ham, and 1f
he’s alive, we'l sull get lum ™
shasaid "All of us woald love
p be certain about Bin
Laden's fate, but we're a
palient counley and eventually
Justuce  will be done fur
hur, too ™

Iowards the end of the mler-
view a hurzer sounded and
Ruce picked up n phone “I'm
sorry, my boss wants to see
me,” she sard She was gone
few wunates with the pres-
dent, and whea she reluined
sbe picked up her previous
train of thought as 1f she had
never lefi the room

It was 2 bnef but compel-
ling display of the focus and
intelicctual poilsh that make
Yuee such a [ormudable force
i an sdmrsstralion atherwise

donunaled by middle-aged
male bustness execulives

Wiien Blar sat down with
Bush at Camap David, he knew
1t wiuld be Rice he really
aceded Lo persuade
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sonce — the. West-Wing-wai - diplofatie optiont first-One,
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