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JIM IQ7~UGFTIE

. . . . has had a chance now for a quarter of an

hour or more really to get into the fare

_ detail Andrew, what are your conclusions ahcut

the dossier?

ANDREW GILLIGFN

MY conclusion are cna_ frankly nhere is very

very little new cere, I've acr_ua1ly had _he

chance to read i= for nearly half an hour and

there -s a great deal of flourishing of the word

intelligence, again and again they stress tYis

is from secret intelligence, they mention tne

join : intelligence Comani_tee, there's even a

little paragraph about it, a fc-eword by nhe °N

heavily stresses the secrecy and intelliger.ce

basis o= the information but in fact I haven't

been able no discover, in my acsur_Ledly only

thirty ..inure perusal, very many new facts an

all . The tabloid headlines if you like and as

?indy Narr :nenr.~.oned, the fact that some weapons

of rass destruction may be reaay within forty

five minutes, although tnat seems to b=_

contradicted later on in the document when it

says that zhey haven't actually weaponised some

of it - »
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JN These are chemical and biological weapons we're

talking about now?

AG Yes indeed, and the ot..̂er tabloid heacline if

you like is that Saddan has some missiles which

night be capable o_° reaching British bases on

Cyprus, but again we ac_ually knew that .

JN What aaou= tne question .,- in=en:ion Anc-ew

because one cf the zn ings thav Andrew Marr was

saying was tnar znere's an _ndicat-on in the

document .̀.ha7: Saadam nas talked shown optiDns

=or using chemi:.a_ and biological weapons, those

weacons which exist, now -f that is there in any

detail, __.=,-.'s new isn't iz .

Al: Well what the document says =s --ha-,. quotes

secret intelligence shows that Saddam Hcssein

at7acned great isportance to w^ST, weapons of

mass aes-ruccien, and is ready =o use them, and

that you know argument them he -s ready to use

them is new but it's not r=al :y backed up by any

evidence, =t doesn't specify anything and there

_s an explanation that they can't really - the

Prime Minister in fact says in his foreword, we

cannot be specific about the sources . There's

also something that he's preparing plans to

conceal evidence of the weapons of mass

oestruction from renewed inspections, -�here's

e) {3 C..,l t.}-1 00-+5
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the quantities of uranium from Africa that we

mentioned, that's new, and the fact that he has

up to twenty extended range Scuds we zhong:-it -

tne ore-vious estimate was twelve, so that's a

sl_ghr increase .

JN where is this uranium supposed to he coming

from, tne uranium that he's trying to get hold

o_`~

AT 'r;ell t ie only - the most specific it gets PE

Africa, that's a= : we know, but as I say there's

an extensive network of front companies, again

but we did know that . one of the interesting

things about tne aoss--er is tha= actually on

nuclear dreapcr_s he's actually slight more

conservative even than the double I double S

dossier, the one _hat we had about two weeks ago

which as you rer.ie:nber said that the acquisition

of a nuclear weapon was heavily dependant on

acquisition of fissile rate=ial, nighly enriched

uranium principally, and the double I dcuti_e S

said that if he got hold of highly enriched

_ran-.m :^e could get a weapon witr_in r.'onths,

this dossier says that if ne got :old o£ 1--

somehow from a foreign source, although he

hasn't done so, __ will take a couple of years

they say, although tney say he's almost

l3 g c,/'-j.- f O O-:3-(,
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certainly seeking inoig=no :s, indigenous, that's

an -raqi based ability tc enrich uraniam, and

they List a range of equipmenz that he's sought

_ to acquire.3ut on the whole I th',nk essen=_ally

there's ncz a great deal new here which does

_a-'se
the a,ues--ion you know if ~his -=formation

was ,-,oo gooa enough for a war in 19°8 or 2000

why is i= now?

JN Fn_rew Gill-gan in W=Itehall, �:ank you very

much indeed . Now I should say t.ne dossier is

be-ng oablished, yoi can cet access to it c :? our

websiz~e and. also as we mencior.ed earlier yc- can.

engage =n e web chat -hrough our website with

the szokesman for --he weapo:a _nsp°_ctors in

Vienna who are preparing to go tney hope back

into I_ac and under-::ake those _:spections wh-cn

of coarse are a-z tn= heart of the doss-e-,

neecless to say we're going to be coming back to

that story a coap-e of ti.nes be--ore the end of

the programme .

END OF REPORT

0855

It's now f-ve rr=nutes =o nine, back to tne

dossier . Incidentally people who are .̀ry_ng to

access the a.,ssier on Iraq on government

webs :ces are navi,g d:ff-c .:lty, so :nany people
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J

are logging on apparently the sites are

crashing . You can access it d1rect1y from our

own Today programme website, bbc dot cc

dozslashtoday, if you click or. the aossier, that's

pretty obvious, and you' 11 get szraight _hrough

to read i-,- in full and our defence man, Andrew

Gilligan, has been reading it for the last hour

o= so, we're also 3o-ned bv Dr John Caipman,

au-hor of tne I.^-ternat=cnal Inst__ute for

Stra-eglc Studies report on grac weapons

capability which came oa- cu=te recently . Rndrew

you y^a-7e us a preliminary fee- for the docume^t

half an hour or so ago, anything new .

ANDREW GILLIGI~g

No, i^.y feeling -s t_:at -_t _`lesnes out what we

a'_ready know to scme ex._e.nt ana chat chere are

sc^ie new in_erest_ng act-- of spicy ang-es but it

doesn't contain a killer fact zhat takes us on

~an,; fur-..ner .

,I[4 Wnen you say the s,-_cy angles you mean his

attempt to bay urani "in frcm Africa?

AG Yes, altaoign acLua_ly it's ciize careful I mean

we don't know what k_-^-d of L:ran.iam, we presume

ic's -_ow enr_ched urani .im in fac--, not the kind

that coi.ld be used to make - directly to make a

naclear weapor- aSchough it could be enriched in

a C3C-/ Lf- j 40--3,$ GG.
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Iraq if they develop the c--paoiliry, so you Know

='m not au---e sure =hat's as significant as i=

sounds .

JN R-_ght, let ice br-ng in Dr John Chip-nan from the

double I double S, wha-.. dc you make cf it Dr

Cnrpman?

~OHN CF=?MAN

I __ .̂in, their net assessment so to speak of

Iraq's curren_ly oapaci :y is extre-Lely close --o

what our own was on Septe~ber 9"~', I zn=-ic

they've acced three things, firs-:: --hey provice a

lot of deta-l on Irac's nrocurement nezwcrK for

nic_ear maoe_ials, secondly they have given

ev-dence of Iraq's continued desire to .o~.iild

ha"11ist_c miss-les of a lengtn greater than six

h=ired and =_fty cilome=-es, ano z _r_a_=y

they've shown cnat Iraq -s prepar-ng fcr tne

possible return c- inspectors by developing more

sop^is7:icated concealment s--rateg=es, some of

which we =nclLaded _ ._ our repcrt, Like mooa-le

biological weapons lanoratories .

IN What dc you 'think it says about intention or, zne

regime's parz zo use Heapons?

JC Well it snows very clear-_y tnac weapons of mass

..estruction are very such at the heart of Sadaas.

.,sse-n's military planning, and as we describe

, f y- Jfl o-4 q 607
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in our report the preparation for delegating.,

authority to field co=andefs -o use chemical or

biological weapons is very mt.cn there, and he

_ co,ild use them within forty five minutes of a

decision to 3o, so that the core of h_s m_litary

stranegy is .-,uch .;.ore important than

conventional weapons zo

JN What is the answer no the point pat by TWA

Dalyell of course an implaca::_e opponent of war,

earlier on this programT.e, when he sa_c look the

=raq=s know test i_' they use a weapon of mass

destruction, tney will :ce Camtened, therefore

they will not ao it . How do you respond to taat?

JC _ think the answer is than =f he had a nuc=ear

weapon or even more o-iverse weapons of mass

destruction 1-:e would oe a)--'e no expand his

regional political a.-nnitions anc attempt perhaps

again to invade Kuwait or Saudi Arabia and we

might be deterred from cefend=r.g him if he _night

be able to threaten =he use of a nuclear weapon

against !area!, and that's why it's important to

stop his NME programme before _t fully .natures .

SN Cc yo,-, believe yourself, and taking _n=o account

what you've read -n -the dossier about his

in=-t=ons and nis efforts t . conceal what's

going on in Iraq, that the UN weapons

Q,ac,t l+laoso G8
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insoectC=s, -f indeed L:1ey are allowed back with

unfetzered access so called, will be able co do

their ]oo?

JC_ I think _ _ wo ild take at least a year for =bes,

to develoo the iZspe..t :,on cechn=~~es and

tradecraft to deal wit:-i t:e verv sooh:sticated

conoea!me-t strateg-es o`_ Sadda_n I:ussein .

JN R.-drew Gi_ligan, ,ust as we move towards the ena

of _?:e prograrme, can you give us sone bits of

the report please .

zg Yes, ,.erta-r_-y . Tne key con=ent_on is that

-nte_1_ge.n.ce corfir-.s, tr_rs -s a auoce from. the

reporc, that despite sanc~iens and --he policy of

con.a- .-_Tnnt, Saddam has cor_t_nuec. to maxe

progress v,itn h-s illicit weapons vrogram_:es and

the Prime Ph=ster in . ._s fcrewor3 is a'csclitely

explicit, he's very clear, he says that

gathering intell-gence =s not easy 'out our

~udgemezt is t`at Sadaam is a grave threat to

the world .

I~ you were to choose a Caray^r=pn tnat's ':he

most ..=as.at=c thaz yo .i've read this morning,

what is it?

AG Well to be honest ic's not that kind o=

document,
it's actual-'y rather sens_bly cautious

and ^easured in tone on z'_ .̂e whole, 7:here Pre as

taG1 'I-(oogI G9



33C TODAY PROGRAMMES
ANDREW GILLIGAN INTERVIEW : 24/09/02

I say a couple o_` sexy l-nes designed to iraK2

headlines for the ::abloids like the fact that he

can deploy within forty five min--ites if the

_ weapons were ready and thac he co,i=l reacn the

Br-tish bases on Cyprus, bctz of which we

actually knew .

JN How Goes -:e Fris,e Minister's introduction

begin?

AG I-- ta=Ks very heavily a'--c-:-- intelliaence, the

wore intelligence is lbrandis ned around a lot,

the cocument today is based in large cart on the

work of zhe Joint Intell_gence Coms:it=ee .

.,`N And w-11 be d-scussed in Parliament later .

~Andrew Gi'_1_,an, Dr Chip:rLan, -c.`ank you very

END O° REPORT


