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ANDREW GILLIGARN INTERVIEW : 24/09/02

JIM NAUGETIE

..... has had a chance row for a guartsr of an

hour or meore really to get into the faine

the dossier?

ANDREW GILLIGA?

]

MY conclusion are tnet Ifrankly there

detail Andrew, what are your conclus-ons aboat

there 15 a great deal of Zlcourishing of the wcrd

keavily stressss the sescrecy and aintellagence

bzzis of the information but 1a fac

heen able To dascover, in my admittedly only

thirty ninute perusal, very many new ZAcCTS &t

all. The rtabloid headlines 15 vou rike

Andy Merr menticned, the IZact that scme

and as

weapons

cf rass destraction may oDe reaay within forty

five minutes, although  trat  seems

contradicrted later on 1n the document

jllo] be

+—

when 1t

says that they haven’'t actually wezponised Some

of .t - *
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JN

AG

These are chemical and biologiczl weapons we're

czlking abcut now?
Yes indeed, and the octaer zTablzid hesecline if
you like is that Saddam hes some mlssiles which

right be capable ©f reszaching British bases on

Cyprus, bu%t again we acTually xnew that.

ih

What =zonout 4tne guestion o inTention Ancrew

because onme of the tTrings that Andrew Marr was
sayLng was tnat Tnerse’s an rndicatlon in  the
documant +that Saadzm nas talked about options

Zor using chemical and bioclog_cal weapons, thoss

weapons which exist, now 1f that 1s thare in any

Well what the document says 1s <That guotes

attacned great ZImrportancs <o WMD, weagons of
mass gestructaon, and is ready To use them, and
that you kxnecw argument that he s ready to usse

them 1s new but 2T’s not really Zacked up by an

'

evidence, i1t doesn’'t spscify anything and there
15 an explaration tha®t they can’t really - the
Prime Minister in fact says 1in his forsword, we
cannot ke specific about the scurces. There’s
alse something that he’'s preparing plans to
cenceal  evidence of the weapons cf mass

gestructicn from renewed inspectiosns, there’s
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the guantities of uranzum Irem AXrice that we
mentionad, that’'s new, and the fact that he has
up ts twenty =xtended range Scuds we thought -
the previous estimete was twelve, so that’'z a
slighz 1increase.

JN %here 1s this wuranium suppesed tc be cerang

from, tne uran-um that he’'s t=zying to get hold

!

only —~ =he mcst spscific it gets 1
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Zfrica, that’'s all we know, buz as I say there's

ront companies, again

3]

an extensive network of

the interesting

=iy

bt we did know <That. Cne o
things abcut tae cossier 1s that actually on
nueclesar Wezpons he's actually slight mors
conservative ever than the double I deouble 5
dossisr, the cne that we had zbout two wesks ago
which as vou remember saild that ths acguisition
5f & ruclear weapon was heavlily dependant on
acguisition of fissile ratsrial, aighly enriched
rvranium prlncipally,_ and the double I dousle S
sa‘d +that 1f he got hold of highly enrichsd

urepiam e could get a weapon witnin months,

ol

nis dossiasr says that 1f ne got nold of iz
scwehow from a foreigrn source, although he
hasn't dones so, it wrll take a couple of years

they 52y, althouch thney say he's almcst
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RANDREW GILLIGAN INTZRVIZW : 24/09/02
certainly seeking indigsncas, indigernous, that’s
an Zragl based =zbilit to enrich uraniom, and
they list a range cf eguipment that he’s scought

But cn the whole I think

To acguire,

herafs

t

nec

A
m
L
n
[1)]

why 1is 1z now?

Zndrew Gilligan in

much indeesd, Now I should

being poblished,

wekhsite and also as

naeclass to szy we'rs

that story a coaple

the programme.

It's aow five minutes =o

doss.er.
tkhe

on

aCcsEs51ier

websites are

a grezat deal new hers
the gusstion you know 1f

was 1ot gooa enough fcr a war
Whitenhall,
say tas
yol1l can cat

we mencioned

~hrough ocuxz

cf times

Incadsntally pecple

naving difficolty,

essentially
which does
informztion

Ses

.
ju]
=

Thank
dossie2r 1S
access ko 1t cnoour
earlier yci can

wabsite with
LTISPecTors  in
go tney hope back

inspections which
~he

T

dossaier,
be comxng back to

the end of

hefiors

nine,
who are trying to
on government

so many people
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are logging on  apparantly the sites are

crashing. You can access it cirectly from our

0O

wn Today programme

website, »bc dot co dot

slash today, 1f you click on the cossier, that’s

r obvious, and you'll get straight through

o rezad 1t 1 full and our defence man, Andrew

Gi1lligan, has heen rezding it for thes last houx

gined by Dr Jchn Cnipran,

zuthor of tne International Instazute for

Stratecac Studres

capakbil-=ty which came

resor: on Irac WEARons

ous gu-te recantly. Andrew

you gave us & preliminary feel Zor ths document

half an houvr or so ago, anything new.

2

ANDREW GILLIG

=

No, my feeling s tnat 1t Ilesnes out what we

airesady know to some

scme new 1nTeraesting

exTen arnna that there are

sort of spiczy angles but i1t

doesn't conta-n a killar fact that takes us on

Wnen you say the spicy angles you mean his

attempt toe Day uraniam from Africa?

AG Yes, altaoagn actuall

we don’t know whzat k

¥ 1t's guite careful I mean

ind of cranaium, we presume

it’s lew enriched traniam in face, nct the kiad

that could bs used te make - diresctly to make a

niciear weapon although 1t could be anriched in
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. .

Irag 1f they develop the capasility, so vou xknow
I'm not cuite sure that’s as significant as it
sounds.

Rxzght, let mwe bring iz Dr Jochn Chipman frem the
double I doukle 35, what de you make cf it Dr

Chipman?

SOHN CEI?MAN

JC

I tnink their nsat asssszmen s¢c to spegk cf
Irag’'s currently capacity 13 extremely close to
what our own was on September 9%, I think
they’ve acced threse things, first They provice a
let of detall on Irag’s procursment nstwcrsL Ior

nuaclear materials, secondly they have given

-

evzdenze bBIf Irzg's continued desire to 2uild
ellistirc misszles of & lengtnh greater than six

hundred zand Iifty <ilometres, anc nally

trey’ve shown <nat Irag s preparing Ifoxr tne

soprnisticated concesalment stratsagies, some of
which we included in our reoort, l-ka mopile
brclogical weapons laporatories.

what do you thank 1t szys about intent:cn on toe
regime’s part To use weapons?

Well 1t snows very clearly that weapons c¢f mass
cestruction ars very much at the heart of Saddam

ry planning, and as we descripe

81

Eusgsein’s milai=s
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o

in our repcrt the preparation for delegating
authority to field commanders o use chemical or
biclegical weapens 15 very mucn thers, and ne
coald use them wiothin forty five minutes of a
decision to do, so that the core of his milatary
straczegy 13 mach more impor<tant than

conventaicral wsapons TO L1n.

JN What 1s <The answer To the peint pat by Tan
Daly=2ll of course an implacakle opponent of war,

2arlier on this programre, whnen he sara leok the

th

ragzs ¥nocw tnat i1I they use a weapon of mass
dastructicn, tnesy will 2e flattensd, thersfcre
they w2l not co 1t. How do you respond to tnat?
JC I think the answer 1s that 2f ke had a nucleacx
Weapson or even nore diverss waapons of mass
destruction he would ps able =To expand hls
regional pelizical amoitions anc attermpt perhaps
again to invade Kuwalt ¢x Saudi Arabia and we
might be deterred from cefending him 1f he might

be able to threaten The use cof a nuclear weapon

against Israel, and that's why 1t’s imporzant to

step his WMLC programme kefore 1t fully matuzes.
JIN Lo you believe yoursslf, and teking into agcount

wha- vyou've read 1n the doss:=r azbout hws
internticns an nis efforts tg conceazl what's

Irag, thzat the UN wWZapons
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¥
!

going  on
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inspecters, -f indeed they are allowed back
unfetrered zccess s called, will bz akle <t

their jon?

JC I think -t woald take at le

11

3t & year Ifor

to develaop  the inspeccion Tecnnigass

—hem

and

tradecraft toc deal with the wvary sophisticazed

concealment strategies of Saddzm Kusseln.
JN Zondrew Gilligan, Just a&s we move towards thes

cf the prograrme, can you give Us sone bit

BG Yes, certairnly. Tne key contention s
intelligence confirms, tnis 13 a2 guote from
report, that desplte sanctions and the polac
can:a;nmenk, Saddam has cortonusc TO

prograss witn his 1llicit weapons grogrammes

the Prime Minaister in nis forsword is zbkbsclua

explicit, he’'s very «clear, he 2ays

gathering intell-gence 15 ot easy but

end

s of

that
the

y of

judgement 1is that Sadaam is a grave threat to

IR I{ you were <To choose a paragrapn taat’s

The

most dramatic that yoa’ve read this morning,

what 1s 1t?
AG Well to pe thecnest 1t's not that kind

document, it

of

s actually ratker sens:ibly cauticus

and weasured in tone on the whole, tThere are as
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sexy lines designed to maxs

o

I say a couple o
hzadlines for the tableids like the fact that hs
can deploy within feorty f:ve minuates if the

weapons were ready and that he coald reacn the

D

et

r-tish kases on Cyzrus, beta of which we

actrally knaw.

JN dow coes tThe Prime Ministsr’s introduction

- begain? 7
AG Iz talxs wv=ry nsavily aboit i1ntelligence, the
word intelligence 18 brandisasd srcund & 1lzot,

the cocumernt today 1s based i1n largs part cn the

work of the Joint Irntelligence Commitzee.

N And will be <drscussed in Parlizment later.
Andrew Gill-gan, ©Or Chipman, thank veou very
mach
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