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IRAQ: THE DOSSIER

Continued lrom Page Four

when ne said Sadéam had used
chemjcal weapons 1n the Jran-Irag
war

(e backbencner sala 'Anc we
were supparting him * Another
sald Tust bke Vietnam g - -

But the Prime Mimster receyved
100 per cent supperi from lain
Duncan Smith The Tory leader
s51d that Britain must not shy
awey from its respansibiities at &
time of international cnsis

*Hastory is httered wath the desire
of tlecent pecpie Lo gIve the hxes of
Sadaam Hussen 8 seeond chance,’
he said ‘He has nad ten years of
second charnces Now surely 1s the
tme to act’

However, Liberal Democrat
teader Chatles Kepnedy voiced hus
opposition to jourung the U3 o
‘pracipitate actlan’ ageinst lrag

‘For those of Us who have never
subscribed to British unilateral-

isv  —e are not about to sign up 1o
F can unilateralism now
1 he said

. LabDem foreign aiffairs
spokesmap Menzes Campbell
asked who would replace Sadcam
if he was toppied, how long zilied
troops would reman in Iraq
and whetner there was azn ‘exit
strategy’

“When Yves af British servicemen
and women may be put at nsk 115
neitner dn-Armerncan to question
the pelicies of the Busn adminis-
tratioo nor unparmotic,’ he added

But it was tke opposition on the
‘Labous benches that was of great-
est concern to Mr Blmr Tam

‘A thirst for power
and for oil’

Dalyell, the Father of the House
arnd a long time oppouent of oul-
tary acticn, pressed unsuccesstully
for a chence for MPs to vole on a
subsgtantive monon against & con-
fltct — rather than the techmical
motion to adjourn tne House
which the Goverrument tablea kast
night

Alan Sumpson, ancther Labour
entic of the Government on lraqg,
dismissed the dossier as deeply
flawed, partial and superficia. and
accused the U S of pressing for
rulltary aciten in order ta secure
Iraqgi ntl mghts

" 1 thunk FBush will bit Irag
i n the same way that a
4 Akt a bostle He needs to
Setuwaty FUS tAUSE for power and for
o1’ he sad,

‘It 5 the duty of the House to
rernd the Government that chere
15 na meral mAandate to go down
trus path. 74 cannot and will ot bhe
arceptabie to suggess chat Britan
is wnihng to pay a bloot puce for 20
oil conuract”

Former Culture Secretary Chris
8mith werned Mr Blair against
joirung the US In a '‘go-it-alone’
attack on Iraq

He hsted the possible conse-
guences ‘An atiack on Israel by
Sgddam Hussein followed by

- 1AIN Duncan Smith face
protests at a privaie meeting of
Tory MPs an the eve of the emer-

debaie on Irag. 777,

- A string - ot backbenchers
clawmed he had ailed to oppose
Mr Blair vigarously anough and
-atfacked his decision to pffer

Minister over, plaps io tacikie
' saddam. i [Pty

% Afterwards one MP said 'Thare's
- @ general feefiing That the war is

uncritical support to the Prime ~

Dafly Mall, Wednesday, Septemter 25, 2002

Opposition from the LibDems but Duncan Smith

Father of the House,
'shouid  be...told’
Bhe The words were
thumped home, Like a tent peg
in the Arabian desert beltig
thwacked with a maflet.

Thig House, meant Tam Dalyali
(Lap, Linhthgow), should have the
say on whether the country
sends its men and wemen {o war

Sadly It won't be ilke that, This
House will groba by be lastio learn
If a It taper 1s applied to the fuse
and the Middle East goes ka-boorm.

For one measly day our elecled
politicians were given tinle to dis-
cuss the fikzlihood of war Hurry,
furry, hurry Parliament was back
for, ooh, as long as It takes to
©0ok a beef casserole 1n an Aga.

To compound the sense of
urgancy I Wesiminsiter, the Gov-
ernment's infamous Sacdam
Hussewns ‘dossier' {a word nor-
maily used by newspapers when
they have fresh dirt on s ped-
erast) was published just three-
and-a-half hours before the start
of proceedings.

MPs were expected 1 have read
and dioested ail 50 pages in that
time¢ This seemad ambitious
There are some hackbenchers —
not te menhon Speakers — who
still follow the printed word with
thair fingers.

Mr Blair fook no part in thas
debaie Itself, Instead he chose
the far easier option of making a
pre-debate Statement

The Statement ruse maant that
the Prime Ministar could not be
interrupted by troublesome MPs or
subjected to proionged, repeated
questioning on a particuiar Issus
Statements are far more hightly
policed than proper debates

Ciher Prime Mimsters have had
the confidence and ability te
expiain thewr war a:ms [n a tuil
debate sething Not Mr Blar

When he did speak he put on
fss Mr Humble act. He used

that Snakespesarszan herocine
voice and told us his alleged
inner comactions

He adniitted that things were
‘really, really serious” and that he
beiieved ‘very, very strongly’ in
the Anglo-American allance.
There was something of the
nurgary playground about that
‘vary, var

fain Duncan Smith, the Tory
leader, was no better It was pos-
sible to agree with his views yst
to @espair at the paucity of his
rbetoric The man has no theatre
He is so weoden It is a wonder he
was not given a coat of Ronseal
over the summer

Clare Shert, one of the war
daubters in the Cabiret, sat on
the Government front bench Her
left hand clutched her lower
throat and het nose looked sore.
Margaret Beckatt, another dove,
had a pashrmina foided on her lap
Or was it a cape and gas mask?

In the gallenss was e large bali
of brnght scariet When | turned

Sees the Premier try to
convince the Commons - =

down the colour control knob in
my gyes | was abie to recognise
th:s form as Lady Boothroyd, tor-
mer Commons Speaker

Two away sat the Amencan
ambassador, a flush-faced, con-
vivial Teilow whose cheeks were
the same cclour as the Boothroyd
sult The effect of al! that red was
to make them ook like the back-
burnecs ot a Harmer jet.

NTHRAX, botulmum
toxin, afiatoxin fncin,’
Mr Biawr said For a
minute it sounded ike
cailover at a menor public schoo!
In fact these were ail chemical
weapons that irag allegedly 15
able to produce

Charles Kennedy, for the Lib-
Dems, tock longer than normal
and started to be heckied by the
Tories He shut thermup by stab-
bing a finger at Mr Duncan Smth
and snarling that, 'l am only ask-
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ing the questions that have gone
UK-asked 'The LibDems' Menzies
Camphell also spake wetl and
was the first to mention some-
thing everyone €lse had ignored:
the sieciorate Bemember them?

The anti-war faction had the
best of the poetry fabuious ora-
tory fram George Gelioway (Lab,
Glasgow Keivin), thoughtful anxi-
ety from Douglas Hogg {Con,
Sleajord and orin Hykeham}

The pro-war crowd had the
advantage of Saddam’s past
record of vite behaviour 'He has
had ten years of second chances,
said Mr Puncan Smith Was thata
nint of envy?

Meanwhile, all the reai actson
seemed 1o be happening at the
UN in New York ! was good that
the Cammons was recalied but 1t
shouid have been recalled a
month ago

As for Mr 8lair, he stayed for an
hour of the debate and then pot-
tered off The House will not see
tum for ancther month.

repnsals, an end o any hape of &
new Peace Brocess between Israel
an Palestimans, Bprisings in other
Arahb states where governments
are perceived to be too pro-Amen-
can the turning of Saddam Hus-
sein, brzarTely, mnto a herg for mil-
lioms across tne Arab world, the
fracturing of the internastional
coghtion aga.nst terror’

Labour mavernck Georgs Gal-
loway disrmssed the Prime Mins-
ter’s defence of George Bush,

*The Britash people nave geen tha

actually preity unpopular in the
cauntry and it 1s not belpful of
IDS to go quite so hard @ stp-
porting it’ e oo
Febets said that the reesan for
the backbench unrestis thair
pelief that Mr Duncan Smith has
had a ‘'wasted summet’ by failing
to land & convinging punch on

- There 1s also dismay atreports . the Government aver the contin-
that Mr DOuncan Smuth had ° uing decline of pukhc sevvices,”
offered to 'Jjoin forces’ with Mr._trensport snarf-ups?:and ihe

Blaw ta rout enitics of war iniraq - ~#-ievels flasca. Eoa

Premdent heard the President and
they trunk that thev a~e estimating
hum just about right 45 rot a man
that we would want tc be at tne
wnesl of the car ag we anve along
the eage of a clif’

However, former Labour Cabmet
muuster Peter Mandelsor. said the
threat of force was essential,

‘Diplomacy alone will easily oe
brusned aside Yy Saddam. Thow-
ing toat thas time the intercational
community means what It says 1s
the only way to meke hum see

F GERHARD Schroader met Mr
Blalr at Downing Street last might
and pigsded wrth him to help
heal Germany'srift withthe U S
The Gerrman Chanceliof was re-
emected after a gampaign In which
ane of lis minisiers compared Mr
Bush's Irag sirategy to Hitter's
The minister has been sacked
but White House anger remains.,
A US spokesman said ‘| don't
think anybody should be sur-
prised that words and actions
have consegquences They don’t
g0 away after the election.

sense,' he argued Amopg the
‘Tores shere was some OppoOSLHIOLn
Former Cabmnet oumster Douglas
Hogeg saad T nave come 1o the con-
clusion; war 18 not justified Ido not
think the threat we face 1s either
sufficiently grave or imnunent ’
Tory cpalrmen of the Public
Aepcounis commltiee Edward
Leleh added ‘I do not helieve the
case for gtvacking Iraq undaterally
without the TN has been made '
In ine Lords, former Conservalve
foreign secretary Lord Carnngton

PRESIDENT Bush halied Mr

r Blair last night for teiling the truth-

about fraq, 1 what the White
House called a frightering dossier
of Saddam's ‘murderous ways'~

~He said the Prime Mmisier ‘was
‘a very sirong leader-snd 1§

uved to make the case, ilke we
make the cese, that Saddam Hus-
se ig a threat to peace’. ~

" Athough Mt Blair failed to men-
tlon, ‘regimea thange’ — the U.S,
policy of removing Saddarm from

“atdmire hig willngnass to tell the” he would announce evidence,
truth and to lead He has contin<  but this 15 just scaremongening,

voiced COMCETO 206Ul Amergan
talk of regune change "M Saddam
Hussen has no weapons of mass
destruction then he 15 no maore
dangerous to the rest of the worid,
than otber d.ctators and oespots
who appress sheir citizens '
Former chuef of the defence staff
Lord Guthrie said he hoped con-
fuct could pe aveided "What nap-
pens if Baddan Eussein falls? Wil
he retalhate with weapons of mass
destruction if atiacked? All these
gQuesuons need addressmg.’

powe yesterday, thre While,

House denrad there was a chifer-

- _ence between the albes | -

"0 Irag, the Prime Mumpuster was
accused of scaremongering 7

© Foreign mintster Naj Sebri seid
“that Mr Blair had declared 'that

" exaggeratior and lies'. -
He said Mr Blair had made simi-

tar claims in the pagt The alm is
to jushity what cannot he jusiifiad;

" ha added. "The aim 15 to justify
7 hostiie intentions towerds Iraq” |
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ANY new UN mspection
team sent mnto Irag feces a
ISE10n TN possle

My conversation with a semor
former mnspector here suggests
1t 15 nalve 2o think that a short,
siierp wsit wouid be encugh to
determine whether Saddam
Hussew: has the capadlity to visi
meass destruction and terTor on
the wona

George Bush's fear Is that if the
TN Secunty Council gives the
team the ga-ghead, 1t would just be
part of a pattern 1n whuch Saddam
has led the inspertors a MeTy
dance

But there is greai relief In
Weshington thet avleas: one alty1s
takang ihe case ageinst Seadam so
his country and tne world

Tony Blaw's Commons address
was The Star furn on many of Atner-
e epkfest TV shows yesteroay

g with Charles Duelfer,

de caairman of the UN inspec-
tion Jeam from 1893 to 2000, raakes
it clear that even under the best of
cireumstances, a proper andit
of nuelear, chemical and moelomeal
gites presents enormous
challenges

Mr Duelfer and otner former
inspectors also hatbour doubis
about wnetber thre new Swedish
chief inspecior Hans Blx bas the
dxrve to overcome the chstruehions

THERE 1s no smoking gun
— more a ticking tmebomb

Yet i 1= unlikeiv to guell the dis-
queet felt among MPs and the
pubhlic or 1c coavince them that
we nead to go to war 1¢ remove
Saddam in the next few maonths

Fer more than tan years, 1 heve
been investigetlng Saddam's
development of weapons of mass
destruction for EBC's Panorama.

in many ways, we are hack to
where we were Just berore the
Guli War a decade ago.

Saddam has chemcal and bio-
logical weapons and the means
to make more quiskly.

The emblbon of the wond's greal-
est techno-bandit 1s now {o get
nuclear weapons and dominate the
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w hicn Sandam wiil certanly miace
1n s path.

There are aready doubis about
his promuse of en ‘uncondisdona’
mgpection.

Afr Duelfer, now g nsiting scholar
&t 2 WashiDgton think-tank, is
Qighly sceptical about the use of
mspactions

He says ‘They’ll never wark It
didp't work with Germany after
Varsailes when inspections formned
part of she treaty which enaed
World War I (the frst confliot in
whicn letkal gases were used) and
it won's work now.’

The sheer seale of the task of
monitoring iraq's Weapons-pro-
ducing tles s breathtajong,

I4r Duelfer brandishies a 6in black
flle {¢ne of several volumes} son-
taining part of the database an
Iragl weepons capahiulity pui
togetner hy the team of woich ne
was part hetween 1993 and 1998

‘There &re more than 750 loca~

region He 18 workung on extending
s misgiles to target neghbouring
countries and might even reach
British bases in Cyprus.

But he cannot menace New Yark
or London with warheads fitled
wlith VX nerve agent or anthrax
spares.

Back in 1988, the West was con-
spicunusly sllent when Saddam

taons that we monitored,’ he says

The first J0b 18 10 re-survey these
stes wo see what has hippened 12
the ast four years

Suwce the last team of nspectors
was afectinaly axp by Saddam
ir 1998, many of the most knowl-
eGgeanle nspectors have left.

The rnew orgamsgtion known as
Unmovic — Umted Naiions Moni-
tonkg, Verlfcaticn end Inspection
Comrmission - will have a sieep
learming curve

It must locate ‘tagged equip-
ment’ - some 3,000 items which are
part of Saddam’s mass destruction
{nvensory and which Mr Duelfer
saye have heen ‘scaviered 2l over
Irag'

The former nspector has Ettle
doubt ebout Saddam's abilty to
manpfacture cherucsl and holog-
cel weapons inclading the lethal
smalpoK spoTes

He alsp believes that Irag ies the
‘intel.ectual capacity and inira-

klited 5,000 of his own people at
Hazlabla whh poison gas 'He was
a son of a biich bist he was our
son of g briten’, as samecns in the
U S Adminlsiration put it
Saddam was a bubuark against
the muilahs in Iran while western
defence Industriea were desper-
ate 1or {at contracts with rag. So
nls invasion of Kuwait was a
nagty ghoek, But then UN
weBpOns Nspectars were sent {o
contain his drlve towards
weapons of maesz destruction
Tne UN leam was kicked out in
1598 after a fallure of wnll
amongst the UN Security Council
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structure’ to create a nuclear
aevice

All that it lacked when the
mspectors left was the fissile mate-
rat, which couid be boughs for as
Iitile as €130million m $ne former
Sownet Tmon

There 15 mare uncertainty aboat
Saddam's ablivy o delver 1o 1ar-
gets Back in 1898, Irag was seelang
o modify lugh altituce surface-to-
air passlles apd was still some way
off developimng the sophusticated
switches needed 10 T2lease the
deadly spores

Similarly the stock of longer
rapge misgJles, tbhe Scuds which
were fired at Tel Awniv dunpg tae
Gulf War, 1s now thought to be -
ited to bevween 12 and 18

Mr Duelfer believes that the
Seuds represent more of & pgycho-
lomcal threat tnan anything eise

When he left ITrag, there was stdl
egnsiderable aoubt abous whether
Saddam had the impact fuses
which could make them work effec-
fively wnthouf mewmnerating the
chemcal or bualogicel agents m the
procass

More worrying has been the rede-

loyment to new Incations 1o the

4 four years of Lthe 200-300 key

personnel who have the kmowledge
and skils to bring together Iraq's
dezdly weapons capability

Mr Duelfer says that these peopie
must be interniewed by the imspec.
tors and ‘offered safe barhour In

- But he can’t menace London or New

members some of whom wanted
to get back to jucrabive business
with BEgghdad

In the four years since, Saddam
hies enjoved a dree hand to repulid
his forbwdden weapons and in
particular s nuclear ambitions.

The Blair dossier otfers a few
tantslising glimpses of new intel-
ligence such as the attempted
smuggiing of fissile matensal from
Adrice and elsewhere,

But, as sameone who has spent
months In the grim industnal
gulzgs of Aussia, chasing down
rumosurs of uranium for sale, §
krtow 1hat there are many conmen
among the mafia and rogua sci-
entisis,

| wonder how much Saddam has

the West' He argues that this
wouwd be critical If the goal of
peaceful disarmament 1S 10 be
achieved

However, having beheved m the
soi= of IDspection process for more
thar a cecaae, Mr Duelfer has now
Jomed the scepiles

Intrisive mspection can contain
ihe development of dangerous
weanons but it 1s s fearsome task
which tieeds tne fitll co-operaton
of the Itanls and a messiame deter-
mmi ation to uncover every secret
site

Nether of these condiiions exnst
Saddam 12 fiendishly ciever at
Ieeping the miernational commu-
ruty puessng by blowing hot and
cold

Inhspection and disarmmament mey
appear the peacefw alternative 10
pre-emptive strikes But facea with
an obstructive, Stalinist-style
reqime determined to develop
1ts pwn unllatersal deterrence,
inspection hegins o ook lke 2
poor second cholee

The big %orry, however, 15 that
the outcome of g War agaunst Irag
15 so unpredictable

So far, only former Democratic
presidential candidate Al Gore is
pubbcuy setting out the risks

Meny see his atiack as the frst
shots in the 2004 presidential
elecuion carmpaign. But at least the
alternatave grguments are at last

York -

paid for matetial that proved
worthiess or was intercepied
Ever since September 11, pre-
emptive aclion has become the
wanchword

4 I1s not a queshen of how far
Saddam has progressed with his
weapons af mass destruclion
ihat maiters.

it 15 the nature of the brutal and
repressive Saddam, intent on
scnuiring nuciear weapons, that
provides the real impetus for the
dossier. In the nexi few months,
whatever public oprien tn Britain
concluges, that will be the real
wmpstus {owards war.

June Corbin’s Ponprama ‘The

Cose Agawnsi Saddam' was
oroadeast this week on BBCI
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