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& 506 rebel against
Blair’s war policy

@ Bush cites evidence
to urge regime change

By Poillp Webster,
Roland Watson
and Greg Hurst

TONY BLAIR sufiered one of
the iggest revalts of lus leader-
siup last nighl when 56 Labour
M#Ps voted agamst his policy
on lray and the prospect of
war

The rebellson came on a
tecliical mation at the end of
an all-day emergency debate
after publivabion of the Gov
emment’s dosster on Fuesident
Saddam Hussein's arsenal

1Te dessier, based on secret
mtelhgence epurts, supgests
that {rsq could deploy chenu
ol or olegieal weapons with-
in 45 munuled of an cisder he-
mg given thatat is developing
longer range nissties  that
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plam that they woudd go alang
with Mr DBlair so long as he
stayed wittin the anibil of the
UN, where efforts  were
stepped up yesterday to secute
a4 new jesolution  requiring
Saddam to decomnussion hus
weapons wilhin months

if Mr Blait later breaks with
the UN and goes along with
an Amencan-led compaign te
oust he Iragq teader he seems
certaw Lo face the inggesl trou-
ble of lus leadership

Mr Bush's reachion yesler-
thy lluslrated the problems
ahead and witl be grasped Ly
Labour MPs who cains that
Mr Bimr 15 foo close to the US
Adminsstration bpeakiug af-
ter o Labwet meeting last
rught, Mr Bush urgeil the Seco-
rity Counal tu pass a strong
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3 56 rebel against
3lair’s war policy

# Bush cites evidence
0 urge regime change

plam that they wo.ld go along
with Mr Blar so iong as he
stayec within the ambit of the
UN, where effoe were
stepped ap vesterday to secure
a new resobor requng
Saddam to decommussien hus
weapong within months

15 Mr Blar later breaks witn
the UN and goes along with
an Amencan-led campalgn to
oust the Lraq leader he seems
certain 16 face the biggast trou-
bie of ws leacershup

Mr Busns reaction yester-
gay iflustrated the problems
anead and wiil be grasped oy
Labour MPs who ciaun that
Mr Blai 15 100 close to the US
Admunststion Spealurg af-
ter 2 LCabmet meebng last
night, ¥ Bush urged the Secu-
mty Counct te pass a strong
resoluton helding Saddam to
account, 2dding M they are
unable to do so, the Umted
States and our faends will act
because we heheve m peace
We want © keep the peace
We gop't trust this man”

In the Commons, Mr Biar
said "] cefy anvone to say that
thas rruel and sadisoe dictator
shou'd be allowed any pessibili-
ty of gettng hws has s on
more chemecal, hological or
even nwmdedr weapons HIs
weapuns of mass destruction
programire 15 achve, detaded
and grawing "

He urged MPs to read the
dossier for winch he has wni
ten g foreworn saving “Uniess
we face up to the threat, not
only do we sk anderminig
the authority of the UN,
whose resolutons he aafey
but mors moportantly and n
the onget term we pace at
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ONY BLAIR suffered ong of
1e Diggest tevolts of hus leader-
tup last aght when 36 Laboor
APs voted aganst lus pobcy
m [rag and the prospect of
ya©

The vebellion came on a
echnical moton at the zad of
m - v emergency depate
ift zabon of the Gov-
213 qessier on Prasident
3adus. . Husser s arsenal

The dossier, baseG on seqet
intelligence reports, supgpests
that Irag could depley chem-
2. ot piological weapons with-
n 45 unutes of an order be-
ing gven, that it i5 deveopmg
jonger range nussles that
could threaten Europe; and
that Sadcam s agents are try-
ing to buy Afncan uramwm to
make a nucear bomab The
Tunes has learmt that they
nave approached 13 rountnes

raqg greeted tne gocuprent
wth detision Arer al-Saad,
one of Saddarm s top aldss, de-
scnibed it a5 a “hotchpotek of
half-troths, ues, short-sighted
and rave aliegabons” and
urged M 3ot send itio the
UN so that the weapcus i~
spectors coule check its ciamms
1o themselves

Fresdent Bush sad it con-
tuned enough enidence to war-
rant the topoiing of Saddam

That view was cisinctiy off-
message ;i the eves of many
Labaur MPs, Evropean coun-
tnes and toe UN and 1t
brought bomne the dificuites
the ™ me Mimster facas a3 per-

Mr Biar also promused that
the Commons would be con-
auited if later decsmons were
mace about mirtany achom,
but ne gove a clear hiat that
MPs would not be asked
give advance approval for an

in the Commons, Mr 3lar
fimated the sze of the Lapowr
rebelbon by highlghbng the
differences hetween Wasning-
torn and London He msisted
that disarmiament rather than
the overthrow of Saddam was

sus s parly and the coun-
[y jport bis approach to nisk the bves and prospersty of
ira., our own people” S i . o .

A worker at the 23-Qu'qa chemacal plant nesr Baghdad yesterday. Saddamn s sald to be rebuilding weapon slocks and produeng . Losgene
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Saddam’s nuclear shopping tour

Fuls.l ub;ecuvgN and prom;se? to  afttack the i

allow the UN route tn deahag He insisted the Government By Michae! Evans wret mtedigence, and refers

with [raq Whie regme was not seeking war, but said  and Richard Beeston ] zl;zssi::ldam anly generag.lly o “Afrca” 25 a
T potenial source of uraysum,

that haviog rawsed the 1ssae of
disarméng Saddant, the marter
could a0t go waresobved, “If
the international commumty
naving made the cal for hus
disarmnament, aow, at this mo-
ment, at the pemt of pems.on,
shrugs 1ts showmders and walks
away, he will draw the concle-

change weouia he "wonderful”,
tne Prme Mimster made plan
that that was not the object of
the exertise

Even 56, war crihes falt suffi-
oemtly strongly to foree & dra-
sick on a procedura. mohon
and expose stathk divisions on
tne back begches Ffpy-thres

IRAQI agents have beer scour-
g countTies across Afnca for
uraniam to help Saddam Hus-
sain to budd nuclear weapons,
The Traes has Jearnt

The dossier released by the
Government yesterdav noted
m pasqny that Baghdad had re-
cently Tred fo acguers “ngmd-

Mr Blair cames the heavy
responsibliity ¢f persuaging
Amencans that Europe s
nct hestije (o them

— Leading article, 23

Branwen Madoax . 9
{req’s 45-minuee threat .. (10

possibly because of the fear
that too detaded an msight
wrught expose the sources The
Prime Mumnster has said that al-
though an unp-ecedented
amount of intell.gence maten-

some of the most sens.five -
formation has beer exanded

Labour MPs voted agunst the  sions dictators facea with a
Govemment, with three more  weakenmg will alwayy draw  capt guantties of urapum Bagnded reaction .. . .il The dossiar states that wrag
from Afma” But what 1t left Nuciear gropramma. . 42 8 producmg biologoal and
cndmical weapons that can be

taat the mnrermabonal cormmus
muty will talk but not act, wdl
use dmplamacy but not terce,

achng as 'tellers”
While the revalt was far
smatler than had been oredict-

out was evicence suppied o
the Cabunet Office's Jomt Intel-

pidf

Paiace hiding places .. . 13
Parlamentary report 14, 15

vepioyed 1 45 mmutes, that it
s developing ussijes with a

ed by 1t leaders two weeks and we know, agawn from gur  bgence Comgmutres (JIC) show-

ago, It was stil too hig for the  tnstory, tht @plomacy not  mg tnat Sacdam's agents have “You'll find tnzs souff Wodld reaction v - I8 ange of 100Uk (600 miles),

comnfort of the Labowr 'zacer-  bacxed by the threat of force  secretlywisted 2 number of Al ruch more effecrie Senon Jerking. .. .22 gnq'that Saddam may have gv-
Rates pegged .. .. .25 ep s son Qusay the power w0

has never worked with weta-
tors and never will woTk”
The Governmen®'s dossier
not caly tizms thet [raq nag
chermical weszpons that could
be fired within an hour, but
afso that It 15 pressing abead
with the development of a new
generation of musses cavable
Continued oo page 2, col 8

shup and probably understated
the magmtuce of concern
among the party's MPs Oth-
ers would have abstaned had
they been ordered to voie by
the winps, put n the event
many potental  abstaners
went home eazly

During the debate cne La-
bour MP after ancther made

ncan ceuntries, 13 of woch
HEye UFSLIRI A8 A DAtura: te-
source

Uramam, opce  enncned,
coald form the core of 2 nodder
ar bomk, bui there 35 no en-
dence ye+ that Saadam has suc-
ceedad 1t acquinng it "I Irag
had succeeded in buymg wrai-
wm from Adnica, the dossier

‘_ than a sqyine” |

would have sad so" one
‘Whitenall sourze said

The lraqs are kmown te
have targeted the war-ravaged
Demopaate Repubhe of Con-
g0, though no urdmtim nas
been extracted tnere for sevar

2l years The mune that pro-
duced the wrannum vsed iy the
Ametican bombs dropped on
Hirpshwma and Nagasaka o
1945 15 m an area conielled by
Zimbabwean troaps

The dossier draws o top ge-

arder the use of sucn weapons

What the document does
not do 15 ank Saddam 10 Osa-
m2 bih laden, a+-Qreda and
the Septemoer U attacks The
mteligeoce  committee  has
concuded that Jaddam has no

al pusushed m the docurment, %
symoathy for Islamuc funda- l
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