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by the Government. They have tabled an amendment and we
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welcome that. The Church also welcomes it, but we will follow the amendment through all its
Commiittee proceedings and on to the Floor of the House.

Church Repairs (VAT)

27. Miss Anne MclIntosh (Vale of York): What recent representations he has
received on the impact of VAT on church repairs. [94817]

Second Church Estates Commissioner (Mr. Stuart Bell): The Churches
main committee and the Church of England's VAT group, having worked
tremendously hard on the matter, continue to press for change with other
Government Departments and with colleagues in Europe as the European
Commission reviews the sixth VAT directive.

Miss McIntosh : The hon. Gentleman will be aware of my ongoing campaign in
that regard. In the interim, until VAT is reduced, will he bring the regrettable
administration in applying for grants to make up for the shortfall in VAT
reduction to the attention of the Chancelior?

Mr. Bell: The Church appreciates the gesture made by my right hon. Friend the
Chancellor of the Exchequer in giving a derogation from payment of the full VAT
on church repairs. He listened receptively to the concept that that should be
continued in the next Budget. We appreciate his continued efforts on behalf of
the Church until the sixth directive is properly revised.
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Iraq

3.30 pm

The Prime Minister {Mr. Tony Blair): May I first tell the House that I have
sent messages of condolence to President Bush and Prime Minister Sharon
following the break-up of the Columbia space shuttle on Saturday? This was a
tragedy not just for the seven astronauts and their families, but for their
countries and all who value space exploration. I am sure that the whaole House
would want to join me In expressing our sadness and our sympathy.

With permission, Mr. Speaker, I shall make a statement on my visit to
Washington.

In addition to Irag, which I shall come to in a moment, President Bush and I
discussed the middle east peace process, Afghanistan and global poverty and
development. On the first, we agreed on the vital necessity of making progress
based on the twin-state solution: Israel confident of its own security and a,
Palestinian state that is viable. I am convinced there is now a real wish across
the world to push this process forward and I hope that we can take further

Aoy o 11§

httn:/fwww nublications.varliament uk/ma/cm 200?03 femhansed/em0302 03 /debtext/30 NE R NN



»

House of Commons Hansard Debates for 3 Feb 2003 (pt 5) Page 4 of 6

steps on this issue soon. I believe it is of fundamental importance, not just to
peace in the middle east, but to peace throughout the world.

But the immediate focus of the visit was Irag. Over the past week, in addition
to meeting President Bush, I have seen Prime Minister Aznar, President Mbeki,
Prime Minister Berlusconi and Prince Saud. Teday, I have spoken to President
Chirac. After this statement, I will be speaking to President Putin, and I have
also spoken to the Prime Ministers of Turkey, Canada, Greece, Poland, Portugal
and Australia. I shall meet President Chirac tomorrow. In addition, my right
hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary is in regular contact with his opposite
numbers from countries on the UN Security Council, in the European Union and
in the middie east, and will be in New York for UN meetings later this week.

We are entering the final phase of a 12-year history of the disarmament of
Irag. The duty on Saddam to destroy all his weapons of mass destruction was &
central part of the ceasefire agreement at the end of the Gulf war in 1991. In a
series of 17 resolutions since then, the UN Security Council has put Saddam
under 27 separate and categorical obligations to give full, final and compiete
declarations on its weapons programmes,; to give inspectors unconditional and
unrestricted access; to cease the concealment of Irag's weapons of mass
destruction; and to co-operate fully with the inspectors in the disarmament of
all Irag's weapons of mass destruction. Saddam has consistently flouted these
obligations. That is why a sanctions regime has been in place for years against
Irag which, because of the way in which Saddam has applied it, has caused
wholly unnecessary suffering for the Iraqi people.

Last November, the UN Security Council concluded unanimously that Irag was
still, and I quote, "in material breach of UN resolutions.” Saddam was given "a
final opportunity” to comply with his disarmament obligations. Resolution 1441
imposed on Saddam a duty to give

"a currently accurate, full and complete declaration of all aspects of its programmes to develop chemical,
biological and nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles, and other delivery systems”,
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to provide

"immediate, unimpeded, unrestricted and private access”

1o all people the inspectors wish to interview,

"1a the mode or location™

of the inspectors' choice; and-also to co-operate actively and fully with all the inspectors’ demands.
Failure by Iraq at eny ume to comply with and co-operate fully in the implementation of the
resolution was said in terms to constitute a further maternial breach.

Eight weeks have now passed since Saddam was given his final chance. Six
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hundred weeks have passed since he was given his first chance. The evidence
of co-operation withheld is unmistakable. Saddam has still not answered the

. guestions concerning thousands of missing munitions and tons of chemical and
biological agents unaccounted for. Rocket warheads with chemical weapons
capacity have been found by the inspectors: they should have been declared.
Ciassified documents of relevance to Iraq's past nuclear programme have been
discovered in a scientist's private house: they should have been handed over.
Of the first 11 documents specifically requested by the inspectors, only three
have been produced. Not a single interviewee has come to an appointment with
the inspectors without their so-called official minders.

As the report we published at the weekend makes clear, and which I placed in
the Library of the House, there is a huge infrastructure of deception and
concealment designed to prevent the inspectors from doing their job., US
Secretary of State Colin Powell will report further to the UN on this on
Wednesday. As Dr. Blix, the UN Chief Inspector, reported last week:

"Iraq appears not te have come to a genuine acceptance—not even today—of the disarmament which was
demanded of 1t "

He said that Iraq's declaration seemed to contain no new evidence; that there are indications that Iraqg
has weaponised the nerve agent VX, one of the most toxic ever developed, that there are strong
indications that [raq produced more anthrax than it has declared; and that the discovery of chemical
rocket warheads could be, again [ quote, "the tip of an iceberg”,

The situation therefore could not be clearer. There is a duty on Saddam to co-
operate fully. At present, he is not co-operating fully. Faillure to do so is a
material breach of resolution 1441. Should Dr. Blix continue to report Iragi non-
co-operation, a second resolution should be passed confirming such a material
breach. President Bush and I agreed that we should seek maximum support for
such a resolution, provided, as ever, that seeking such a resclution is a way of
resolving the issue, not delaying or avoiding dealing with it at all. I continue to
believe that the United Nations is the right way to proceed. There 1s integrity In
the process set out in resolution 1441 and we should follow It.

We of course discussed the fact that weapons of mass destruction are not the
only threat the world faces, and Iraqg is not the only country posing a risk in
respect of weapons of mass destruction. Over the past few weeks, we have
seen powerful evidence of the continuing terrorist threat: the suspected ricin
plot in London and Manchester; al-Qaeda experiments in Afghanistan to
deveiop chemical, biological and radiological weapons; the arrests of those
linked to al-Qaeda in Spain and France; and further arrests just a few days ago
in Italy.

3 Feb 2003 : Column 23

What is more, many of these atrests show the terrorist groups actively seeking to use chemical or
biological means to cause as much death and injury and suffering as they can. We know too from 11
September that these terrorists have ne demands that could ever be negotiated upon, no constraint 1n
terms of finance and numbers fo carry out terrorist acts, and no compunction in taking human life.
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At the same time, we know that Iraq is not alone in developing weapons of
mass destruction; there are unstable, flercely repressive states either
proliferating or trying to acquire WMD, like North Korea. I repeat my warning:
unless we take a decisive stand now as an international community, it is only a
matter of time before these threats come together. That means pursuing
international terrorism across the world in all its forms. It means confronting
nations defying the world over weapons of mass destruction. That is why a
signal of weakness over Iraqg is not only wrong in its own terms. Show
weakness now and no one will ever believe us when we try to show strength in
future. All our history, especially British history, points to this lesson. No one
wants conflict. Even now, war could be avoided if Saddam did what he is
supposed to do. But if, having made a demand backed up by a threat of force,
we fail to enforce that dentand, the result will not be peace or security. It will
simply be returning to confront the issue again at a later time, with the world
less stable, the will of the international community less certain, and those
repressive states or terrorist groups that would destroy our way of life
emboldened and undeterred.

Even now, I hope that conflict with Iraq can be avoided. Even now, I hope that
Saddam can come to his senses, co-operate fully and disarm peacefully, as the
UN has demanded. But if he does not—if he rejects the peaceful route—he must
be disarmed by force. If we have to go down that route, we shall do all we can
to minimise the risks to the people of Irag, and we give an absolute

undertaking to protect Irag's territorial integrity. Our quarrel has never been
with the Iragi people, but with Saddam.

Saddam's weapons of mass destruction and the threats that they pose to the
world must be confronted. In doing so, this country and our armed forces will
be helping the long-term peace and security of Britain and the world.
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E: THE MONDAY INTERVIEW

MENZIES CAMPBELL BEPUTY LEADER OF THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

3

The former champion

athlete, determined _

to slow the sprint
towards war in Iraq

MENZIES CAMPBELL noves
gurgerty oul of ue sithng roam
so not to disturb s wife
Eispeth's emoyment of Coro
nanon Street Elspeth, tne
amsloeratie daughter of a
magor-general, 15 an unliely au-
thority on Britwm's iongest-
TUNrNg s0ap opere. Ste gamed
8 first-ciass degree from the
Open Unversity after wnimg e
thesis on the programme

“Tll telly i what Coronation
Street 15 ebout IP's all about
strong women The men are ail
wimps," Mr Campbell says

Thug 15 an unexpected foray
mio popwiar coltire from
"Mupg” Campbell wha, as the
Laneral Demacratl Fereign AF
fairs spokesman, 1s better
Imown for scher commentasy
on arms proJferation.

One of Parhaments most su-
thoritatrve vorres on world 15
sizes, Mr Camyphell, 61, cuts an
urhane, patraan figire in the
Commons ano has Just been
elecied neputy leader of the
party by tus fellow MPs

His detision to tage on yet
maore respensibiiiies hes sur-
prisec some, nof Jeast because
ke 5 recovenng from noc-
Hodglng's lympherma, a serious
farm of cancer which attacked
s hip and has led to months
of denihtaltng chemotherapy
He shll has a course of radie-
therapy to come,

But Mr Campbeli, MY for
Nu~-th East Fife sihce 1967,
says he would not have run for
tne deputy leadershup of he did
oot thinl o was up to it "The
freatment has been success.
fud,” he says “The doctors are
extremely pleasec ana I am
gong fo have some radiother-
apy as an lhsurance.”

‘The cancer was wscovered
by chance last aytumn after leg
pawn caused Mr Campbell fo
start impuog, “T thought I need-
ed a hup replacement, and the
surgenn made A proper wves-
tigation ard discovered it wag
& turgour” he says When pews
of hus {llness emmerped, he re-
cerved hundreds of letiers af
support. Colleagunes were
amazed to ses lum pop up oh
frequent television mtervews

*} successfully had the last
{chemotherapy session] last
week," pesays *All the mdice-
foms &re that the bone has re-
generated and 15 very wuch
better then anyone had ex-
pected 1em very ucky”

Mr Campbell’s track record
1s an indication of hus stayog
powar At Glasgow University,

BY MARIE YWOOLF
Chuef Pobiizal Correspondent

& sirike on Iraq wathout Nato ar
UN consensus would be “an
enornmous gamble”, My Cassp-
bell s2ys, adding “He would be
gambling everything on total '
and speety suceess ®
The Scot - who for many
years hasbeen a mercber of the
UK s delegabon to tne North At~
lantic Assewmbly, Neto’s Parba-
mentary Fooum - warps that a
war with Saddam Bussem may
not be speedy or simple. If Pres.
wdent Saddam was cormered,
ne mghtlaunch chermeal orbi-
ologcal nitacks agaunst heigh-
hounng nabons syeh gs Israel
Mareover, the [rag: Repub-
iican guard could prove » sfub-
born adversary, Mr Campbell
says "The lesson af 12 years
egt was that the ordinary
trocps, the mfiti, the home
guard if you bke, won't even get
m fne way They won't even put
yp roadblocks They will be
throwing away toeir weapons
and luding. ¥the epnsenpts be- |
have o kne same way they be- |
haved m the Guif waz, thay will
be quewng up £o swrender
“But 1t’s the hard core who
know that if they were to sur-
renger there wowld be an m-
vestigahon witg ther achons
who could be expacied to ight”
He remams hopeful that war
ean still be averted. It 15 not yat
d foregene conclusion, he says,
and the Unted MNahwen's
weapons mspectors must be ak
lawed mare hipe to complete
thewr task He has great respect
for Hans Blix, the chuef
weapons nspector, whe bas
manzged to inwart afternpts by
the mpht-wing i the Unried
SBtates to undermene oy
But Mr Campbell, whe dis-
plays z lawyer s exachrude m
picking apart a case, s seaphi-
cal about some “evadence” pre-
sented by mimsters on Irag
Mot only was the use of 2 stu-
dent thesis m an mielligence
dossier foolnardy, but ferma-
tion prowvided by lhe Bobsh
security services may have
been selectvely edited, be says
“There’s no douht thal the m-
teligence services have been
very, very cohcerned about
what they see as the oususe of
mformoation, m the sepse that
they aeheve the Government s
wrchned to use what supports
the Governeuent's pohiica) rase
without talang full account of
the qushficatnons attached to
such informabon, whach 15 a

where he studied iaw alongside
Doraid Dewar, s farzoer Scol-
tish secretary and firs: mims-

ier, he became presicent of the

wwon He alse excelled w ath-
setiee and betwesn 1967 ano
1874 was Botan's fastest man,
holding the U 100m record. He
competed for Britan sl the
Diympics and Commaonwealih
games ne captamed the TE
athlefics team
These oays, Mr Campball’s
forus 15 on Ireg, znd how bo siow
the sprmt towards wac The Lib-
eral Deznocrat’s feremost Com-
mons staiesman has been
calied the “mrost sensible” votce
1n Parliament on the war, and
s & Tobust supporter of multary
action in Xosovo and Afghan-
1stan he hag mere ecedibility
than many other eritics of the
Governnent, “Before force can
bejustified as a last resort, you
have to pe sahsbed that you
have exhailsted every other
poliacal or diplomabie alterna-
hve,” he says
Mr Campoel beleves Sat-
urday’s millior-sirong protest
agaunst the war makes it more
diffizult for Teny Blar to pur-
sue roubisry achor. But he does
not doubt the sincenty of the
Prime Mimsler's posiaon amd
15 seathing about those who ae-
case Mr Blarr of bemg Pres)-
dent eorge Bush's “poodie”
He says “in my view, tnat
langusge Eails to take proper ze-
count of the fact that ine Prire
Miprsier, jor whatever reason,
really helieves 1 the course of
achon ke i engaged i ] imow
Tum well enough tebelieve tus
15 s mdepspdent rudpement.”
But 1or Mr Blar to ‘go it
alone" with Mr Bush and back

sare

gecessary part of mteligence !
as5eSSment,” he says.
“Greasionally you got clear.
cut inteliigence assessment, |
bt very afien s pot to be g
question ot mference, anc voy
have to put in qualfications s&x-
mg this 5 & source we rely
upon, or  doubtful source.”
Mr Campbeil's Savile Row
suts and smart Edaoburgh
tupes grve i the aura of ag
estabhishment figure But m
contrast fe hos hers, the pest-
war Liveral leader Jo Grunond,
he 15 more radical than his
onage and 15 strong on socual
Justice and hunao nghts.
"There were many who hoped
he would run aganst the leag-
er of the Liberal Demacrstz,
Charles Kenoedy But these
days Mr Camphel is aloyal sip-
porter of Mr Kennesiy and says
be ot longer thiks of leading
ihe party
The late John Searth, while
leader of the Labour Party,
often ired to persuade Mr
Campbell, a close fnend of tus,
to aefect “In the early howrs of
the mormung, wth 2 plass of

malf whitky m s hands, John
Sn:th alesys used to tackle me
1 robust terms about wity I was
aot & member of the Labour
Parly” he says “Whie thare
was stll a Tory gevernment
there was the peeasional spfl-
g of the air i my direction, bat
1. Ed

And there was talk, whep a
coelibon government was dis-
custed by the former Libars)
Democrat party leader Paddy
Ashdown and Mr Blaw, of pv-
InE “Ming" a cabinet posibon,
But the 1997 Labour lancshide
made & pact unnecessary Even

56, hus stature wus recogmsed
By Lapour when he was made
one af the few Libera] Demp-
crat Privy Counseliars as: &
mark of the respect he com-
mands m the Coromons

In the next few months, he
15 plaming a sieadier pace to
allow bum to recover from lus
iliness Byl faends believe the
former champion sprinter wil
votbe siowed down for bomp He
enoys the eat and thrust of
poubeal debate toe imuck "It's
a kiod of chiché to say Tiove all
of 15" he says, “but [ do emoy
the batiie of ideax ™ -
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