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On behzlf of the Foreign and Commeonwealitn Office, I would like to thank
Professor Buimer-Thomas and his team for therr efforts over the past
twelve months, It's hard to overstate the importance of cur partnership
with Chatham House. As we enter an uncertain new era in iternaticnal
affairs, 1t's all the more important that FCO staff are able to step back from
the day to day viassitudes of diplomacy and develop a strategic
perspeactive on the environmeant in which they operate. Chatham House has
performed this invaluable service for Brntish diplomats for the past 80
years.

Earlier this month, FCO officials and academics met here to discuss one of
the great challenges of our times, the growing phenomenon of state
fallure, In my remarks today I wan{ to focus on & state which has utterly
failed its citizens: Irag.

However, Iraq differs from the classic failled state in one key respect.
Unlike, say Somalia and the Democratic Republic of Conge where 1t 1s the
coliapse of the state which has led to such musery for their peoples, in irag
it 15 an all too powerful state - an authoritanan regime - which has
terronsed Its population in order first “o establish and then to mamtamn
control,

The United MNations has been trying to remove a central pillar of Saddam's
apparatus of terror - his weapons of mass destruction - for the past 12
years. As this stand-off enters its final phase, my message today 1s that in
securing irag’s disarmament we will remove the threst Saddam poses to
his nexghbours and the wider world; we will effect a decisive shift In the
fortunes of the lopg suffering Irag: people; and w2 will have reasserted the
authority of the international rule of law.

Armdst.talk of European sphits and transatlantic rifts, It’s worth
remambering that the objective of Iraqr disarmament unites the world, EU
Heads of State confirmed this week that they would not tolerate Saddam’s
defiance of UN demands indefinttely, SCR 1441, which was passed
unanmimously last November, toid Saddam that he had a final opportunity to
disarm voluntanly If he did not, and If he failed to comply immediately

2o ufory V2

htip:/fwww.feo govak/servietFront7pagename=0OpenMarkevXcelerate/ShowPage&e. . 07/08/2003



Foreign & Commonwealth Office Speeches

L

Ve rmeimns

Lam marr =V lraw b ad T mna . - ~ v

with weapons inspecto~s and the other obligations on him, he would face
‘serious consequences ‘ Diplomatic parlance 1s notoriously ambiguous, but
in this case the terminology had only one meaning: disarmament by force

INTERNATIONAL UNITY

SCR 1441 hardly marked a sudden rush to war. Irag was found gutlty in
1521 Twelve years of defiance later, Saddam Hussein s not entitied to
any presumption of innocance, It 1s for him to prove that he has, once and
fer all, given up what we know he has,

UN inspectors would not be in Irag today without the threat of force But
mspectors cannot achieve containment without co-operation, If co-
operation I1s denied, the UN Securtty Council has already warneg that force
must be used. Dtherwise Iragq will again use these terrible weapons, This is
a key part of the moral case - preventing Irag launching more wars of
aggression, add dealing definttively with a tyrant who flouts international
non-proiiferation nerms.

In diplomacy, international unity on the ends — if not the means - s & rare
and precious commodity. But in respect of [raq there 1s agreement on the
end. This reflects a common perception that Saddam’s appetite for WMD,
when marned to his willingness to use all possible means to repress his
own people and intimidate his neighbours, makes him a unique threat to
mternational peace and securty,

But consensus on the objective 's not simply based on the extent of tne
Iraq threat With each passing yvear of Iraqi deflance of internabonal
opinion, there has been growing awareneass of the immense consequences
of a fallure to match our words with actions, In a speech at the
International Institute for Strategic Studies last week, 1 set out the
profoundly damaging implications for international efforts to halt the
spread of the worid’s most dangerous weapens. And I examined the great
damage which nactivity and vaciiation weuld inflict on the authority of the
UN Security Council. The stakes could not be higher, If the UN proves
unable to act on the spint and the letter of mandatory Chapter VII
resolutions when faced with the most egregious non-compliance it risks
joiming I1ts predecessor, the League of Nations, as a footnote in history,

SADDAM'S WMD - A THREAT TO THE IRAQI PEOPLE

we should not forget that the conseqguences of inaction woulid not just be
disastrous for the internatiensal legal system. We would be delivering
another blow to the long suffering Iraqr people.

One of the myths about Saddam’s regime, which I heard repeated only this
morning, is that the full brutality of his regime has been effectively
constrained stnce the end of the Guif War. The UN and various NGOs have
amassed a mountain of evidence to the contrary. Perhaps the most
shocking exampie was Saddam’s policy of ethnic cleansing in the 19%0s,
when he drained the marsh areas of southern Iraq, foroing the population
to relocate to urban areas where it could be controlled by the regima’s
security forces In the words of the UN Environment Pregramme, ‘around
40,000 of the esttmated half-muthion Marsh Arabs are now living in refugee
camps in Iran,” and *a 5000 year old culture . 1s 10 serous jeopardy of
coming to an abrupt end '

Neither should we forget that, amongst the welter of herrifying statistics
about Saddam’s human rnights abuses, i1t i1s the Iraqi people themselves
who have been and remain the most hkely victims of his WMD

One of the probiems 1s that the statistics sound abstract. To counter this, 1
met 10 Irag: exiles this morning They reeled off a hst impossibie to invent
of relatives who had disappeared or wheo had been tortured, One told me
how a cousin - a woman doctor — had been killed in front of her family
Some of them would not bg photographed, in case they were identified by
the regime, If you wondered why Iragt scientists are afraid to be
interviewed by the inspectors, 1t 15 for the same reason. They fear for therr
lives,

Saddam believes his polsons and gases are a key element i his military
arsenal, not a weapon of last resort. The Irag regime used nerve agents to
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gas 5,000 Iraq Kurds in the village of Halabja in 1988, Memories of this
incident In the west may have been dulled by the passage of time But the
Irag Kurds will forever bear the scars. Only this morning, I heard Baram
Salhi, a leading political figure 1n northern Iraq, urging those whe counse!
indefinite containment of Saddam to reconsider,

I ask you to imagine the lasting psycholegical impact on the British public
of a chemical wegpons attack - carred out by the Armed Forces - against
ene of cur minonty ethnic groups. Fourteen years afterwards, would
anyone suggest that such an attack would not lzave the pubiic in constant
fear of a repsat?

Recent intelligence shows that Saddam'’s military plans envisage using
chemical and hiological weapens against & range of targets, including his
own Shia population. Some of these weapons are deployable within 45
minutes of an order to use them, During the Cold War, people 1n Britain
had to become inured to the everyday possibility of annihiiation, Imagine
the effect on the pubiic psyche if this threat came not from an external
adversary, but from one’s pwn government.

As the UN considers the case for enforcement of 1ts resoiutions, the fate of
the Iraq! people must joom large in our caiculations, If it comes to military
conflict, there will be vicims. War 1s terrible. But there are ctrcumstances
in which the conseguences of not going te war are more terrible still. There
will be vichims too if our weakness emboeldens a reqeme which has kilieg
hundreds of thousands Conversely, by disarming Irag we will either
fundamentalily change the character of the regirne or, If military
intervention proves necassary, then change the reqime itself Either way,
the enforcement of UN resolutions will mean that Iraq 1s free from the
fetters of UN sanctions, and finally able to take the first steps on the path
to a prospereus future. .

Ithink I understand the anxieties of those who joined last weskend’s
marches, Just as those in power have a duty to answer the questions
posed by theose on Saturday’s march I think it fair for me to ask one in
return Please consider the consequences of ifting the military pressure we
are applying to the Iraql regime. The answer I offer 15: if we take the
rmilitary pressure away, there would be no co-operation, no inspections.
The tyranny of the Iraq people would go on The intimidation of his
neignpours would go on. Anc dictators everywhere would see that defiance

pays,

Dealing with a dictator who cares nothing fer human life creates a feartul
dilemma for those who have the courage to cenfront him. We are
approaching a time when a bard choice has te be made None of us has a
monopoly on conscience, or on hatred of war, or on being in the night As a
nation, we should conduct a conversation with one another in a spint of
mutual respect for the other side of the argument. I believe that 1s now
happening. Next weak on Monday I will be attending an EU Foreign
Ministers Meeting to discuss Iraq and other 1ssues; on Tuesday the Prime
Minister will make a statement to the House of Commens to report this
week’'s EU Heads of Government Meeting; and on Wadnesday we have
arranged a debate in the Housz of Commons or a substantive motion, with
a parallel debate in the House of Lords. Of course, no such national debate
would be possible in Iraq Saddam has no marchers to persuade of his
murderous policies,

while we debate the choice ahead of us, milliens of Iragis endure the
horrors of Saddam’s rule, There are many deeply disturbing aspects of ufe
in Iraq today Arbitrary exscubion, racial persecution and other forms of
state sanctioned violence have been an everyday fact of ufe under Saddam
for the past 24 years, The nature of the regime has perhaps best been
describad by the former Dutch Foreign Miraster, Max van der Stoe!, who
visited Iraq on behalf of the UN in 1952, He concluded that the brutality of
the Iragl regime was 'of an exceptionally grave character - so grave that it
has few parallels in the years that have passed since the Second World
war.'

THE HISTORICAL LEGACY

Since Saddam’s assumption of power :n 1979 his regime - even by the
dreadful standards of the twentieth century - has become a bywerd for 3
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barbanty His impact on s country has been all the more depressing
when one considers the direction Irag might have taken in the 19705 At
that time, there was every prospect that Iraq might build on its rich
cultural legacy and weaith of natural resources to become one of the
leading countries in the Muslim world.,

Although the state of Irag has existed only since 1920, the area now
incorporated within its borders has been the home of several of mankind’s
earliest civilsations, Two of the greatest advances in humankind’s
evolution have cnginated on Iragl soll, The first was the practice of
agricuiture In the foothills of what 15 now northern iraq, agriculture and
the domestication of animals were practised over 5000 years ago.

The second was the development of urban Ufe in the city state
organisations of Sumerra. By the fourth rmillenmium BC, a complex of 13
city states stretched from Baghdad to the Gulf,

The Sumenians created the first accurate calendars based on the 12 month
lunar year and the cycle of 60 minutes and 12 hours that we stil use ta taj!
the trme.

THE SITUATION SINCE 1979

At the beginning of the twentieth century, there was every reason to
expect that the terrntory which eventually became Irag in 1920 would have
& prosperous future, When Saddam Hussetn assumed power, Irag had a
burgeoning salaried middle class and enjoyed a nsing standa-d of éiving.
Iraq’s GDP per capita income 0 1979 bore companson with that of
Malaysia and Portugal, At the start of the Iran-Iraq war It was more
prosperous than most of the Arab world, As oil prices rose in 1980, its GDP
per head rezched $3000 and 155 foreign reserves close to $4G bilhian, With
a decade of peace and merely foierable economic management, Irag wouid
have widened the prospenty gap over its neighbours.

The appalling impact of Saddam’s mismanagement 1s not well enough
known People understand tnat he 1s avil, but not that he has presided over
an economic catastrophe, brought about by incompetence and indifference
in equal measure. It s no acaident It s a product of enormeus spending
on his weapons of terror, and of h's utter disregard for the fate of Irag’s
people. As people come to learn more about the nature of the regime, I am
convinced they increasingly see why it must be disarmed of its terrible
weaponry, even if - as a last resort - that means military action. And the
more people understand the regime, the less inchined they will be to give it
the benefit of the doupt, as it claims Jaughably to have no WMD, and
manosuvres cynically to decelve the UN with minor concessions.,

Saddam has engineered one of the swiftest transitions from patential
prosperily to third world basket case in history. Misguided economic
pohicies played their part But the real culprits were Saddam’s regional
ambitions, his drive to expand his armed forces, and the wars of
aggression he wagea against Iran and then Kuwait

These wars resulted in over one million Mushm casualtres, Yet they hardly
sated Saddam’s appetite for sfaughter In 1988 he prosescuted a genocidal
campaign 1n northern Iraq which was responsible for the deaths or
disapoearance of up to 100,000 Mushm Kurds,

Given the regime’s obsesston with secrecy and its 1solation from the
outsige world, we may never know the fuil extent of Saddam Hussein’s
opprassion of the Irzqi people. But the testimony of defectors and accounts
from the UN Special Rapperteur provide a damning indictment of & regime
that respects no moral boundaries,

The international community has been casting around for a2 respense Lo
Saddam’s repression for the past ten years. It 15 clear that a solution does
not lte tn the international human rights machinery established In the
afrermath of the Heolocaust and reflected i1 the Uriversal Declaretion of
Human Rights, Whilst this machinery may have helped to improve human
rights situations in certam countries from Soutn Africa under aparthaid to
Suharto's Indonesta, it has utterly faiied the people of Iraqg,

The search for solutions led us in the first instance to 1Impose military ‘z’q
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measures. In enforcing the southern and northern No Fly Zones, British
and American aircraft have, at lsast for the ttme being, deterred Saddam
from carrying out a repeat of the Halabja atrocity.

in northern Irag, where UN sanctions also apply but Saddam’s writ runs
out, the people are better off than they ever were under his control. School
enrolments are nsing, not falling a2s in Baghdad controlled Irag. Health
indicators are improving. Infant mortality rates are now iower than before
sanctiens were imposed. Under the Cil for Food programme, $18 miliion
has been spent on renovating 41 hospitals in northern Irag. Freed from the
tyranny of Saddam’s rule, the Iragl Kurds have shown what might be
possible across the country as a whole If Saddam wasn't there. A
democ-acy has begun tc emerge, underpinned by the principles of free
speech and nght of association

But in central Iraqg there 15 only so much the cutside world can do while
Saddam remiains in charge A telling axample is hus decade-long abuse of
the oll for food system. Saddam has regularly halted hts oil exports to
make a political point, starving the humanitanan programme of revenue
for essential supplies, blackmaihing the wortd through his people’s
suffering. In recent years bilhens of dollars has lain unspent in the UN Oil
for Food Account. O1l revenues that should have been spent on essential
medicines, foodstuffs, hospitals and schools have languished in a UN
account i New York. Up to $2.3 billion worth of goods already approved by
the UN remain undelivered because Irag has not processed the confracts.
Saddam has attempted to perpetuate the myth that the UN - rather than
his utter disregard for human life - 1s responstbie for the dire humani$anan
plight of the Iragi people

At the same time, Saddam has circumvented UN sanctions both by
smuggling ot and manipulating the Ol for Food Programme The illegal
revenues he has generated, worth up to $3 billion to the regime, have
underpinned a covert network to procure mateniel for WMD, and have
heiped to bolster fus apparatus of internal repression

The tragedy for the Iragi people s that Security Council resolutions have
always held out the prospect of a swift end to sanctions in return for Irags
disarmament. In rejecting this path, Saddam has ensured that the UN
pohcy of containment has effectively imprisoned the Irag people under s
axcephionally brutal dictatorship. Millions of Iragis have been condemned to
a life of fear and penury.

The impact has been staggering Almeost four mithon Iraqis - a sixth of the
population - have left the country, bringing their skilis and talents tc many
countries, including the UK,

For thase who cannct escapa, the suffering has been truly unimaginabiz
About 60% of the popuiation are completely dependent on the central
government for food rations, About 50% of tne Iraq workforce are
unemployed. UNICEF estimates that close to & quarter of Iraq children
under five suffer from chronic malnutribon, Against this backdrop, 1t
beggars belief that the Iraqi regime has proposed spending $20 mullion
from the O for Food Programme to buid an "Otympic Sports City”. When I
heard this I didn't believa, I checked it The source 1s UN Office for Irag
Programme Distribution Plan, Para 222,

Given the understandable fear of expressing any criticism in public, it's
difficult to assess the impact Saddam’s policies have had on the attitudes
of the Iraqi people But one thing s clear. Saagdam’s populanty 15 & myth
Clandestine poling by the regime i recent months - picked up by our
intelligence services - reveals that a majonty of Iragts support the
overthrow of Saddam Hussem. A sarvey of Iraqi public epinion carried out
by the International Crisis Group — a respected Brussels based NGO - has
shown that a majority accepted that political change was both desirable
and snevitable This survey revealed a prefound weariness with Saddam'’s
ruie, and a prevailing belief that the country has essentially been at war for
the past two decades,

The ICG survey confirms that, ke peeple in any other part of the world,
the Iragl public has a natural desire to choose their own destiny and
Government, and to pursue a prosperous life within a safe envirenment for
friends and family The UK wants to help Irag to achieve this, If we are
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obliged to take military action, our objective will be to secure Irag’s

disarmament. But our next prierity will be ta help the Iraq people to
TeCoVEr.

After the damage inflicted by Saddam, 1 am under na illusions gbout the
scale of the reconstruction task, Democracy wiil not take roet overnight 1n

a country which has a long history of tnkat, ethrme and refigious drvisian
and mistrust.

OIL WEALTH SHOULD BENEFIT THE IRAQI PEOPLE

But the [raql people tan take heart from nature’s nch endowment. Irag has

the second iargest oif reserves in the waorld. This can provide a vital source
of national revenue as the country bagins the Jong haul towards recovery,
Of all the criticisms of our motives in pursuing Iraq disarmarmant, the
myth that we are actually motivated by 2 desire to secure Irag’s ol

supphies 1s perhaps the most pervasive. Our ¢ause s about weapons not
oll, fear not greed.

The threat of military action 15, and aiways has been, about pressuring
Saddam Hussein to comply with SCR 1441 If this was about ensuring
greater o1l supphes, tt woulg be infimtely easier to cut & deal with Saddam

under which he would continue to develop his weapans in return for giving
us access to s ol reserves,

Iraq 1s a majer ol producer, We all depend on regulanty of supphes, not
least fram the Middie East But the simpie answer to those who say this is
about our greed for Irag o 15 this' unlike Saddam, we wouid ensure that
Iraq’'s o wealth was used to the benefit of the Irag people. That s 2
promise, and not yust from Britain, Coiin Powell has made the same
comrmutment on behalf of the US. I hope this of pledge kills the myth once

and for all. But I recognmise that far the professional censpiracy theorists,
ne answer 1s good encugh.

If a coalition of forces has to enter Iraq in the coming months to remove
the threat posed by Saddam’s weapons, we will move swiftly to secure
Irag’s ol frelds. We will ensure that the revenue generated from this
resource will be used in accordance with international law and to the
benefit of the pecple of Irag Ol 1s Irag's legacy. It s @ rescurce which the
Iragr people can use to buid a befter future, to buy clean water, to build

schools and hospitals, not to enrich @ murderous elite or to help the regime
amass an arsenal of the world’s most deadly weapons.

Qur future wvistan for Iraq 1s of a stable, united and law abiding state, within
its preseat borders, co-operating witn the UN, no longer posing @ threat to
its nesghbours or te international security, abiding by its international
obhgatiens and providing effective representational government for its

people. We want the Irag peoplz to ive in a better Iraqg - the prosperous
country it was unty Saddam imprisoned and piundered L

CONCLUSION

Ladies and Gentlemen, one of the more extracrdinary criticismms of the
government's policy towards Irag ts that our approach smacks of
hypocrisy. I have never fuliy grasped the logic of the argument, but it runs
something hke this, Given the military and diplomatic support from 2 host
of western governments - nciuding the UK - for Saddam during the
1280s, how can we now claim to occupy the moral mgh ground in
critcising his luman rights abuses and pessassion of WMD?

It 1s undoubtediy true that policy towards Irag tn the 1880s from many
countries in the west did not factor in Saddam's real horror. But to suggest
today that to atone for the arrors of the past we shouid repeat them, and

that we cannot act to address the horrors of the preszent defies rational
analysts,

This flawed argument 1s & counsel of wmachon, at best an exercise in hand
washing. In the waeks preceding the mirtary interventions w Kosove and
Afghanistan, seme argued then that force could not possibly be justified,
We acted, hiberating millions of Muslims from fear and oppression.
Enforcement of Saddam’s abligations to disarm of his WMD may not have
quite the samea immediate wnpact on the long-suffering people of Irag. But
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It will mark the first, decisive step towards Iraq's reintegration into the
international community of naticns, This cause is nof only just in the
narrow terms of international law, but 1t has a compelling moral force
which 15 too great to ignore.
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Bugging row
prompts UN
investigation

by Y Marlin Erluht

nnd Ed Vulllamy New Vurk _

THE Upied Nations has
begun a top level Investigd
tion inte the buggiug of Lts
delegations by the Uniled
States, first 1evenled wx The
Chserver last week

Sources In the offlce of UN
Secretary Genetal Koli Amiaiz
confirmed last night thal the
spyang operation had allaady
been discussed at the UN s
counter terrorsm Lol tter

The news comes as British
pelee coufirined the arrest of
a 28-year old woran worling
at the lup secrat Government
Commuincations Headgua:
ters (GCHG) on suspieten of
contravening lhe OGtfical
Secrets Acl

Last week, Ihe Observer
pubished detaild of 2 memo
sent by Frank Xoza, Defente
Chlef of staff (Reglonal iai-
gets) al Lhe US National Secu
rily Agency, which menitors
International  communIca
tions 1he meme ordered an
intelligence ‘surge’ dirscted
agalnst Angold, Cameroon,
Chile, Bulgaria and Ginnea
wilh "extra focus on Pakistan
UM matteis' to win voles in
favour of mtervention 1t Irag

The Ubservrr Teporled that
it wag sent to a friendly for
e1gn inielligence agency ask
ing for help Jt has been
known for some thne thal eie
meuts withim the Buhist
securily  ServiLes  were
unhappy wilh the Goveru-
ment's use ol inteliipence

The leak was described a5
‘rmore himely and potentiaily
more impertant than the Men
tagon Papers’ by Damel Blls
herg, 1he celebraterd whlstle
blower who leaked the
papers,on Us myaivement i
Yietnam, 1n 1971

The revelations of Lhe spy
ing operation have caused
deep embarrassmerit to the
Bush adimimslration at a key
pownt in the siEﬂSluVB diplo-

matle negotiations ai the
UN

White House spokesman
An Fleischer was challenged
about the operation last
weelk, bul sa1d he could not
comment on security issues

The eperation s thought to
have been authorised by US
Mational Securlty Adviger
Condaleerza Rire, but US
mntelbgence experts told The
Observer that a decislon like
this woull also Lave involved
Defonse Seaelaiy Donald
Humsfeld, CIA director
Gearge 1enet and NSA chief
(General Michael Hayden

President Bush would have
been Informed  at  an
inieihgence bieting

Attention has nuw turned
to the foreign intelligence
agency responsible for the
leak 1t L& belleved the memo
was sent out via Echelon, an
mternabional  sucvelilaice
petwork sat up by the HSA
witlh tha rooaperation of
GOCHQ in Britain and similar
organisations 1 Australia,
New Zealand and Canada

Wayne Madsen, of the lec
ttome Privacy Infoxmation
Centre and lirnsell a former
NSA mtelligencn oflicer, sanl
the leak demonstiated that
there was drep unhapmness
In the mteliygence world

‘My feeling 1 Lhal tiis was
az authonised leak 'veheen
hearimg of peeple in the US
and British intelligence com
munity who aie deeply con-
cetned ahout thewr govern
wenls "coalung” Inlefligence
tolink liaq lo al-Qaeda

The Qbserver story Langed
& furcie in Chile President
Richaid Lagos spoke on the
telephone with Trny Blair
three tumes Clule's ambas
satlor to Britaw, Mailano Fer-
nandez, said ‘“We cannot
undersland why the U5 was
spying on Chile !
Globial comment and reaction to
The Observer scoop at
www chserver oo ultfiran

Revealed: US dirty tricks
to win vote on il'aq war
‘.‘;‘H:—wn:‘n::‘_‘ﬁidg;i a *}f i«“‘r ey 4

Hrmapdmntardts = o A
arveowrlinetery ,l&_‘_‘?—f—-.ﬁ

=

F} q;) afu

(ahovz) which led to the arrest of
. arf etployes at GCRA (faf nght),
the govesment spy-llstentig centre *
3in ﬂheitanham; B
Leit, ¥ofl i\nnan, whose oftlce Is,
Invesligallny the hugging,wh*nh \
is prdered by the US Natinnal :
Securlty Agency, where (right) v
. Presitlent Busl is phelused with thz

‘Intelllgence staff feel they
are heing forced to sacrifice
their integrity for short-
term political gain’

11.

|

NSA threctar; Ll!uleuant General ,,,
Mi‘l:llacl‘}la)'den o

e Sples and the spinner

- wil

Peter Beaumont in Amman and

Gaby Hinsliff examine how Alastair
Campbelland intelligence staff {ell out over
whatl we should lknow about Saddam

N I'HE Cheitenham headquaiiers
of B11lain's seciet global Hstening
facility, GCHQ), analysts have acepss
to pne uf the world's most powerful
pleceg of compuler sullware

They call it Dicbionmu y,anditsob
15 th stieen the magsive flows of
inte1eapled data and look for groups
of words of sigmifiicance to whatever
the analysts me weeling

When those goups come up, the
saftware alerts the analydts who
then begain & review of all the inter-
cepted communieation m then
sedreh fur hard intelligence

It 15 a pamstaking and rigoious
procedure thal 1s these day shared
atriong exparts across the globe
fram Brit.un, Canada, Australiaand
New Zralaml

On 31 Jantuary 8 memo was sent
fiom the Natwonal Secunily Agency
in Maryland finmpue IMiank Koza at
GCHQ's Ametcan glster Hstewng
operation

The memo was blunt 1t asked the
reciplenis at COTQ ta beip wathan
American msswn o analyss US
intercepts of the homes and offices

of ceitain UN delegations to Lhe
Secunity Counedl

it sipled out key inewibers of the
TINSC {Angola, Cameroan, Glunea,
Bulgana, Chile and Pakistan) Tur
special attention, but saxd the vper
atton should strelch to all delega
tlons (except Brilam and Ametica,
of course) if that proved necessary
Lo give Hw US an edge

The United States was icoking for
any informatian that could help
Koga’s government put pressuie on
these countiles ie vote for a U and
UK spunsored resolution thal wauld
authorige a wat against liag

What Koza neve) suspacted was
thal soweone outside the NSA
would be so shockad by hus request
to help with a dirty trichs campalgn
thai [ley would leak his men, nr
ik it would end np 1n Lhe handsal
1he Gbserver But by last weel that
mnrme had led to the biggest spy
hiunt since the David Shayler alfan

inthe Maryiand headquarteis of
the NSA, incredulity al the jealt -
and the knowisdge that someone In
opusofits p'lrlnprmtelhg'em.e pTEan

- [V

18ations had de]lberately distlosed
evidence of the operation at a tune
designed to cause severe dampgr to
Ametica’satlempls to secure nogee
oud Sedurity Councii resclution
aulthonwing war aganst Irag -
turned to fury

1he leak, however, raises as
wany questions as the nunber of
seeretsit ievedls The most pressing
of these remaing why would a
cateer mitelligence oflicer risk
discovery, igreminy and imprigon
ment tnlealkotin the ficst place?

The answer to that gueshaonste
be Tound not siuply in the con
siiet e of the wdividual intelh
genca officer, but ina wider conflict
between Lhe mtetligence commu
mity o both sides of the Atlantic
and Lheir polibical masters

In the imposing giass fionted
rnverstde hreadguariers of MIS 1
Louren, as s the Cheltenhaw liead-
quatlers nf GCHA, the several thou-
sand eroployees of the Secret Intelly
gence Serwice shick te a view that
sDine Inay tegard as arcaine io the
mdividuahsin of the medein world

They hold fast to acrmdo that ey
are Lhe 1eal guaidians of the UK,
that wlile pulihoions may come and
g0 thew worlois elernal “The mtel
ligenre professionals [eel Lhal Lhey
stand samiewhal above the vagai ies
of politics,” said one close obser ver
fanmbiar with thetr wark

But what bas happened 1s ihat

they have come \nto confhol with
the politicians over Liag 'They feel
that thewr long history Is in dangrr
of being underimined by lhe uses
maile of the intelligence product by
Muusber 10 and that the way
mfvrmation has been gpun has cor-
roded the puhlic s belief 1o what
theydo’

This tenswon has heen visible
beneath the surface for months, ag
mlelugence oiticials have bnefed
aganst the more outragenus clalms
made by the Government

The lensions between the ntelll
gence services and the Downing
Slreet spin uperation date back to
laszt summer, when the first so
called secrel dossier an haq, detail-
ing Saddain’s atmoury of weapons
of mass destrurtion, was being
finalised tn the aubwnn

Thie team work:ng on it -led by
Tony Blair 5 dicector of commun-
calions Alasiair Campbeltl, head of
hameland security David Oinand,
Dowmng Slreet {oreign  policy
adwviser $ir David Mauntng, and rep-
reseniatives ol MIS, MI6 and GCHQ
—began by deculing what inessages
derived from intelligence matersal
should be pul acioss, and then
atteraphng te find publicly avmlable
infor mabion baclung thein up

The Seplember dossier went
through two or three [al drafts

with Campbell wnting il off each
t{me, and had already resulted in

tairly serlous rows between Camp-
bell, Omand and Stephen Lander,
then head of M15

"The essence of the disagresiuent
is sa1d lo have been that intelligence
maierial should be presented
‘slraight’, rather thau spiced up to
make 4 political argument

The poldern with & second
dosszer on Saddam's record ol decep
tion, drawn up in January when jt
begnn to becoine obvious that Hans
Blhx's worl was not making an
wcontrovertible case for war, was
that it was completed with far less
tume for cruss-chec king

The resalt was the fifamous
'dodgy dusster', relzant on a ptagia
vised PhD thesis to make 1ts argu
ment thal Saddan was a threat, and
admissions from Downlng Street
that 1t should have acknowtedged
1ts spurces

“The dussier was unlielpful,’ said

one officer ‘i underwines te very
rezl mrssage that we are tryig to
get ackoas - Lo persvade the pbhc
that Saddam Hussein 15 a rislg, but
for many compiicated 1easons

'There 35 a [reling that there is
somethmg reckless about some of
the people arvund Tony, Blaw - that
they are dangeious

“There s a ferling ameng many in
the intelbgence communiy that
they are being forced to sacrifice

Eheir lntegrlty for shert termn pulih-
ca) gaip *
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