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Coverzge on the ‘legality of fne war’ has been heavily bizsed toward stocies
assering the war would be illegal without 2 second resolution.

7 March: 16 lawyers write to Guardian warning pre~-emptive self-defence would be
illegal.

Today programme and WATO gave widespread coverage to this story - interviews
with lawyers, lengthy discussions ete. It wes high up their runaing orders.

« Todey only interviewed anti war lawyer
« WATO interviewed on anti and one pro (but concluded that without 2°°
resolution the-case for action not as gtrong)

13 March: Jobn Humphreys Speaking 10 Ann Clwyd: “ repeat that there are
horrible leaders 2ll over the place and in this particular case it appears that the
goverpment’s own Jezal advisers are tslling them thet this would be an illezal war,
You support it none the less?” Based on what, might [ ask? His zssertion has
never been corraeted.

14 March — calls for government 1o publish legal advice

The tone of the reporis was that government is concealing advice because it
doesn’t back war without a 2°* Resolution,

The Todey programme gave this widzspread coverage, interviewing ant war
Labowr MP and Tory MP who asserts the rumour 15 the AG's advice is 2t odds
with Cabinzt, '

WATO interviews anti war lawyer,
17 Mazch — AG publishes logal advice making clear the above stories were wrong.

Hardly any coverages on the 3BC,

Today Interviews Lord Goochart (LD sgal affairs) and Ross Cranston (Labowr MP
and QC) (pre publication)

WATO don't cover the story.

Qne liner on R3: AG to set out grounds in Lords statement (1200)
Oue jiner on PM: Goldsmith says war lezal w/out 2™ resolution.
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[ know you will try w justify this. You always do. Butitis wrong.

You may be interested 1o know that the Prime Minister has also zxpressed rezl
concern 2boul some of the reports he Las seen and heard. I feel strongly that if the
BBC reporting continues 2 i s, this will become & public controversy, which I am
sure neither of us particularly went,

’7 Bom A4
ALASTATR CAMPRELL

Richard Sambrooic
Director of News
BBC
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{ B Gavyn Daxies ’
Chairman

BEC Broadeastag Howse
Portland Place WIA 1AA

Dezr Gavyn

I bove bacn in touch with Alsstair Campbell, as a result of which he has :
shown me aleter dared 19 Marck thsr be bas sen 7o Rickard Sambxrook
coaverning viokatons of the BBCs wzr guidelines, | have myzself been
watching and Bstening 1o the BBL coverage of the preheds 1o the waz
and now the war itself, and T am exmemely concomed 2 what sppear to
me 0 be blatant vicladons of the gridelines. This {5 a vary tense tme,
The BBC has been austed over fhe yeers, and vislaton of £

e

guicelines is In may view a violaton of that wust T thersfore leok 1o you,
22 2 maatter of high speed and nogency, o bave this sinanen recnfied IF
¥ {eal it appropdate to do 5o, I shall be i tonck will voe ovar the nast

few days with further exzmples.
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Yours sincercly

By |o3s



