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Coverage on me `legality ofthe war' has been heavily biased toward stories
az>eriing the ws.r would bc illegal without a second resohltion.

1 Maroh : 151awyers write to Guardian wan, in7 pre-emptive self-defence would ':)e
illegal.

Today projrar;une and WATQ gave widespread coverage to this stoy- interviews
with lawyers, long-~hy discussions em, It was high up their running-orrlers .

" Today only intervicwed anti war lawyer
" WATO interviewed on a.nti and one pro Cout concluded that without z°'1

resolution the-case for action not as strong)

13 March: John Hump'1.reys Speakirtg to ,4n~~ Clwyd: "I repeat that the:e axe
horrible Ieadsrs all over the place and in tais pa-iticular case it appears that tiie
eovemment's own )es;al advisers are 'r>1l:ng th°m that this wou.ld be an illeza_1 war.
You suppor't it none the less?" Dased on what, might T ask? His assertion has~
never been correetcd .

14 March- calls for government to -publish legal advice

The tone of tbe rcpor's was that government is cme.°alin; advice b--cause: it
doesn't back war without a 2°d Resolution . ,

Thr. Today propratn,nie gave this widespread coverage, interview;,ao anti waz
Labour 'N2 and Tory MP who asserts tine r "smovr is the AG's advice s at odds
with Cabinet.

WATO interviews aati war 12wyer.

17 March -AG publislaes lagal advice making clea: the above stopic!s %V--re W, on

Hardly any covorage on ffie BBC.

Today Lnterviews Lord Goodhart (LD lagal affairs) and Ross Czanstor. (La,bouT M1?
ar.d QG) (pre publication)

VvrATO don't cover the sto;y.

One lir:er on R5 : AG to set out grv=ds L-z Lozds statcnent (1200)
One i±ner, on Pm: Goldsmith says war legal Wlout 2nd resolution .
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1 know you will try tio justify this . You always do . But it :s wrorng.

You may bc interested to k.now that ~-ie Pri= Aftinister iAas aIso exeressed real
ooncern about some of the reports he `.as seen aad haard. I feel strangly that if the
BBC rtoorting contirtues as it s, this will b--come a public oon'aoversy, which I am
sv.,t neithe: of us parzicularly we.nt

Richard Sambrook
Director OfNews
SBC



24-m-2093 15;15 FROM 0e 7755 3000 TD// 57120 P.01ie

1)G~.:Lw~- G~/
fs~ : 6~ f ? o

Fm= TheRt. Hon, Gc;aid Ka~,~fman, Io,P_
<

20 blsrd: ?D03

HO.U~= Oi COViv:ONS

LON=)ON Svl;A DAA

?=ti~ase C: ConSdencal

Cevjll LAW=
CN"==
13SC : Broadcasi~ Housc
Por`lsmd Place lx7_A 1;4 A,

Dear G.iwn

I lvo7e 6ct_n in touch wi.Sa li1_st<it GampbeL, as a resa'_t o ;-xfvch he Lzas
sho~n ~c alett~ ~ate= 19 :tr',:z~. ~t he l~s sen: ;o R:r~:d ~arnl3:ao'u-
coaceU :ng m]n}adon, oftlae BBC's ,awz odIine.=.. I Low tnns 1.tbeen
mat^f�gand lis-z_ni.-I; to wit B3C caverage of t:c pneivde to Tbe lvan
ar_d now $ac wcu itsel& and I sin e.,=nelp sorz=rn°_d s- what ztp?~x to
~ -o oc b)atant vio~azi~s ozt<~e g~.icP1 nes. `!1s ss a ve_y t~se ~ce.
TheWC Vs bcen trusted um thc yaw, and violation oftJese
P"xCCJ7. .'1 C5C5 S TIImp vl'~,IL ;~ F7QlaTl:Ji of '.~,.~t im1Sf, I cLItLtSccL I;)Gk to Tc u,

t-:z 0-~ -), SI) tctl 'm -J -=Zen cy to btvc 5~m-'Inca r~:cn5z:-L Ift 'hd I
T Zt--, it approp:~.ec to 0o so, I s?,all bc i~ tcnich viih vu._ n7os t-- n=:t
few cL-i$, witli `ur.6tc exaacnle_s .

Yo-.:cs sincerc:y.


