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Regarting vour lefter yasierday about the Ut 5
reportis unirus. We hava nof brisfad corresnondant
native” and their reports wiil be presseniad | c
published editorial guidelines — and nothing zlse,

| cannot answer for the Prass Gazalte or why they chose fo presant
the story in the way they did, | suggast vou shouldn't believe
averyining you read.

| note your oomm:nt about possibia public controversy over our

rapomng A5 | have Indicaiad before, ovart pressurs from you —-
makes it significantly more dificult to manage editorial balance

propearty. If you wish to make this public, so be it. We will strorigly

fight our corner. The Govemnors and the Direcior Genzral have

complsie confidencs that cur journzaiism to daie can ba robusihy

defended and will do so.

Yours sincarely,
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Desr Siror hdsdam,

irag war reporiing

{ 2m writng o compiun &t the B3C's ons-5lded goverape of e war o0 Irag, You are plmost
gione among reputable news medin 1 heving failing to zover the destrs and 1ojuries to Ireg
crvilians
Faor exampls, 1 has boon widsaly reporisd across the world thet 50 enahans wergjkilled |
toe 2ir ptinck on Bekra, including ip soms caset pieturns of one child with the sdz of bag
head blown, However, to the bast of my anowisdgs, the B-tigh Broedeasting Corporation
Lag faiied m report this,

Jr of

Thie failurs to rzpare civiling casuahiss corsiiutes blatent bias, whch is both o
izeping with the poncerns of the mejority of the peoplz i Bz, Uanl this is :,{Drr&ct&d I
will be very wary of secepting s pood cowr B3C apsestment of the sfuation 10 jrag

Vours Tarthfally,
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From The Chairman 71\/\}%’@ }:ﬂﬁjf F%“E\/{ C,fe'&/q [E'

25% March 2003

The Rt. Hon. Gerald Kéﬁml, MP
Housz of Commons

‘Westminster

London

SWI1A OAA

Thanic you for your letter. Alastair Campbell's letter to our Director of News, Richard
Sambrook, covered many points. Although he indicated to us it was a private
correspondsnce, as he has shared his side of it I am sure he wor't object to 11s sharing
Richard's response, which I znclose. I fully agree with the points that Richard meakes in,
his reply to Alastair,

Of course, 1 agree with you entirely about the paramount importance of maintaining our
guidelines scrupulously at such a difficult and important time You should know that the
Director General chairs a meeting every morning with all the senior ediforial directors in
the BBC to discuss our coverage of the war and related issues, That group has taken

many steps to date to ensure our progranunes refiect a balanced approach and comply
with our gwdelinzs. It will continue to do so. The matter will also be discussed by

Governors this weal,
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Direcior of Communseznons and Sipatery 31 March 2003

Den  Facted

In some reports, [have noticed Iragl Television is being used vzrtua?ly 23
_an objeciive source, much as the Ioremﬂ meadia might uss material from the BBC,

Iregi Telavision is part end parcel of the Saddam regime, Itisunder his
rotal control, Therefore, surely. any-hing szid or chown should be weated with
real scepticism,

Cowid T ask what guidance is gnen to reporters and editors abour the nss

of material supplisd by Iragi Television.

73—'—'\" . i

ALASTATR CANMPEZLL

Richerd :sa_i.t:uook
Director of New
BB .
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