


Regarding your letter yesterday abo~t the IJK Press Gaze:_e - the
repori is unzrue . We have .not briefed correspona'ants about "going
native" and thei ; reports will be presented in accordance with oLj r
published editorial guidel :nes - and nothing else,

I cannot answer for the Dress Gazette or why rr,ey chose to pr--sent
f}-,e story in the way they did . I suggest you shouldn't believe
everytning you read .

I note your comment about possible Public controve-sy over ou r
repoi~Eung. As I have indicated before, overt pressure fmn-, you
nnakes it s;gnificantiy more difficult to manage edi'torial balance
properly. !f you wish to make this public, so be it . We will strongly
fight our corner. The Governors and the Director Genvra! hav-_
complete confidence that ourjournaiism to date can :ce robustly
defended a:-)d will do so.

Yo,js sincerely,

(Richard Sar,narook)
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Dear Scar Mad-LT,

Iraq war repDrting

'_J.rr.}: 2b33 _

I nm wnnng to cornplnm at the BBC's on~s:dsd ;ptTrage oft= w" o-, You moot
suone among r-_putab :e news media ia having fail :ng to _ovcr tbc deaths and rnjurtcs to Imq
crvfliar=s

For exnmpl:, r has bceo widely t^-pored scctss Os world t:et 50 crvilre",.s wcrcjllScd m
t¢e air anac): on Hesra, snciud ;ng in some cues pictws of one Alit! witb !:ht s.da o: 'as
head 61own. Hourovcr, to t3c bes". of my ,tnowlx;e, tlic 3. .̂ :ie'. .̂ 3rnadcastlng C41-po:aucn
~LPS fzli^d L roport1P.;3. i

This fsilurc to . cpor. crviHca casuzl'¢ts cocsih:tns In lstant eias, which :s both otJt of
keeping wit'a the ronocas ofthe majority ofth : pcepi_ i_ 3:i:e :n. Uatil t:rs is ^~ rx~ts3 i
will be vory wary c:aocap:iag as good cam BBC axsessment ofL~ie stuai:on In~h.-^

Tmnr °arttfully,

Pdia Maooc

\
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From The Chairman

25'~ March 2003

The Rt. .-ion. Gerald K~ai, MP
House of Connnons
tiVestmirster
London
SWIA 0a.A
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Thanic you for your letter . Alastair CampbeL's letter to our Director of News, Richard
Sambrook, covered nmany points . Although he indicated to us it was a private
correspondence, as he has shared his side of it I am sure he wor't object to us sharing
Richard's response, which I enclose. I ful:y agree with the points that Richard inalces in,
his reply to Alas'air .

Of course, I agee with you anti:ely about the paramount importance of maintaining our
guidelines scrupuiously at such a difficult and important time You should know that the
Director General chairs a rneeting every nior:vng with all the senior editorial directors in
the BBC to discuss our covera;e of the war and related issues . That group has 'akeu
many steps to date to ensure our progranunes refiea a balanced approach and comply
with our guidelines.It will continue to do so . The matter will also be discussed by
Governors this wee1c.
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10 DOWNING STREET
TorrDOiv s~a~~s ah&

Direc:or of Cornmunfcaacrzs z:6 sj;at_gY 31 '~~aicla 2D03

In same :eoors, rhave r_oriced :zaci T el°~ris'DE
. s .

Dein,; used virth:ally as
an objective 5olirce, much as the :oreier media miz:t us° materiai erorn the S13C,

174 Tel°_V:s1017, as part -,rd pa:.-P,1 oI, L1?° Sadr1am, IegLTle . It is ul~°r his
~O'Lal coiltiol~ Ti7°I'?foS°, Sll.E1V . a'IV1: ia,Q ^ shown should be 7~eat°d vditn
real scep_icism .

CollACI I 2S1^; 'j'ha'C g"u!C?IICe is gll?Il to :A170a°'+'s and ~diiois a;DollI Lll~ Use
ei mailF-:al supplied by Iraqi Television .
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ALAST-41R CAINENMLli`,

Richa=d sambraok
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