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Andrew Gili=_gan claimed on Radio d that "people here are saying the
Republ:can Guard hasn't really been damaged at a11 and tney could be right." (R5
1220). Can you tell me who told him the Republican Guard ?Zasn't been damaged -
t'.~-- Iraqi mini.u-y of Irnformation?

On wha° evidence does he base this claim - in patticular the ass~-Tt!on fnar
'they could bs right'?

Was this renort monitored? Does NIr GilhEan have a rr:inder?

Vi'oald you agree A-idre:u Gilligar_'s reno;t yesterday broke several of the
uBC's own guideii.+~es, including:

"2eports should normaliy make it absolutely c.ear c~$ere the :nforrnation has co;ne
from, and be atLL''outed accordingly."

"iZeporters and corespondents in the battIe'ateas will often be reporti..g what they
have not fnemselves seen. That should be made evident ."

"We will have a great deal ofinformation from both military and various
governments' brielrngs . That too should be macle evident and tested as to its
reliabi :ity."

"We should also r:'lalCP clear Ii o'.lr re'yJoiL_n~ has 'lad to ia:ke ~lace wi-."1 a `iII:nder"
present or our ability to travel has been circumscribed by tne autho-ities ."

"Btware of speculation, aad overstated claims from all s:des . Coat-,X4 is --ssential."

Since drafting t~'iis,ietter, I have heard that lvt: Giiligan reported as follows
on the subj ect of Saddann's son Uday; "He is a fairly w :ld so,! of character to be _
honest and he is al,eged to have to:tur:d opponents of his faLher's and of his, He's
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been r°ined in a bit by t'r.e r°_Rirne actually in, in recentyears, Ws fa:r to say". On
what did he base the clairn that 1;Jday �as been "reined in by t_~e r--~:.-r.e?"

Uday is in large part the -eg;me. 1-(as Mr Gi1liGan ever =-t or seen him?
'rV"nat ir.depandent co:robora::on do°s he have ti;at ha-has been "reined in. a bit by
the regime acn.:al :y in, --'- recent yeais, ifs fair to say'' .

.C look ;oi-ward to receivirg your reply .

ALASTAIR CAMPBELL

Richard Sambrook
Director of `dews
BBC
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A-~idrwr Gtkrae ciai.aed on R. adio 5 today tc.at "2eopL here are, szyirig -it Re-puoiic.n
Gua.-d 'r"asn't rcx7y beet da.:,agec at aL and tney could be ~hc" (LS 12?0)

Who told him the nv-~ubiiraa Guard in~sa't been dar:a ;e<i - ~he I;aq: MJSLSrry of
In.fo=iatiozt? On what e'ridence does ~~- bzse chs paricala: t_he 2zser oz :h--t
'thcy could ae aght ? Wss this reao:-c :no_izc:ed? Does h3r ',.ll:~ la,-ve a mind=;

Wovid yo,-, s,ge°_ Aacjre,a G-Liua;: s z~ott to :zy b.̂oke s°re:aJ o: +1~e ESG's oan
pidehnes, :ndudxa~

"E.c~orts sho".:Id nor. .̂ai~q a~ake ;? zbsoi~r~~y c:earvrh°_re t7e iiozrr.zaon has co-^_.e &om.,
sad bc at=~buted accordirng1u ."

"a°Po:,t=~''S ?.:1'~ C7TLC;iO:~C~_A.a L1 L.C vZ:ily 3r..°^2s v~2 :)km b-- Te~Di"f~"t~
w-'r,at -s_y L,ave not tltemset~Jes scea . -iazt shou!d be ~ade A~'~er.u'~

"'x'e ~i9 havc r. ~z-aL dca~ of inFo~zdon ~ont bot~ ;nil:~y znd varin. ~s
;ro~'e,-tine .~cs' u:e~nSS.'?"r.at roc shozli~ be made e^=dtint an= tested as tc it; reiizbi ;t"r ."

"~YJe s~o.ild aiso zt~° deari£ouczeporcng %=-9-s :adto >heplzcecrith a
"zr.inciei' presest cr o,_ abiiay to -2-j- ,-l has been CL-cuc.sc:oed by :he
aut'r,oT~~ies,"

"B~uzre of speculanorA, and ove;,tated cs:r- .s :ror-i all sides. Cont.zt s
eg5u:~.2~."
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O:1 Radio 4 '4"l.s morning, Amd.°W G11lIj'dT1 said :

"I've s°cn Saddarn give two televised speeches anc t~-.n a couplet of
orer silent appearances if you like jt:si ialxing to m:.-cisters and -,!ihe mjo
televised speeches I >ava looked compZ°tely dif-feren. . inde°d you rnig~_
even. say it taas a different Saddam, tray be it vvas . The backdrop was
di:rererLt, the apptarance of the Presiderlt was different, th° way he
sj7oli,°. ; on't, he Was Arear1u,, glasses the seC,Orld h° VVasII'E. on°, tl~-- Vr'fl"s

uadiih from a band ;~'iitten text ih° ssond 7e had a 7r,~-p2red speech.

Lm of 'CaiFTgs wZrt d.1ife_dnt So 1' :n I1ot quit,- surP where th®se
1IIttl_16EIIcc assessrtl:.IIts CO=IIE iroA1 1: inicRt,J1S5t D0 -naw-t rubbish from

Ceatral Command:"

Do y,.-~i believe th--,t final sentenc° was jus=tiftd?

Yours sirncer2iy

ALAS'~.kIPO!~M-BELL
Director of Communications and Strategy

Richard 5arr:brool:
71KC

Via fax : 020 8776 7120
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