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From DiraCor, News

Alas-Lair Campball, `sq,,
Dirac .̀or of Cornmunications and Strataoy,
10, Downing Street,
LONDON .
SW 1A 2,q.-k

2 April, 2003

Dear Alastair,

Thank you for your letter . Gerald Kaufman has W ri'Len in St-ik ¬ ngfy
similar terms . .

Andrew GiLiigari vvas asked on Radio S Live :

"Can you tell frorn where you are whether the bornbing of The
Reoub!ican Guard is effective?"

He began hfs answer- "Vtife can't telf ." Your letter does not mention
this . Thereafter Andrew's remarks were founded on legitimate
professional judgement. He cited the Kosovo campaign where- ina
n~amber of Serbian armoured vehicles damaged was less than had
been hoped . Andrew also was re-laying what Iraqis had told 1h im

a Lh LC-F)d-' a-' is the way he outs 'ft . Further, AnIreWs judoenient vv-s
self-evidently not definitive . Later in the interview he said "Sc) far
they (those wifh doubts about the afTactiveness of the bombing of
the Republican Guard) may be right." He did not say they waare
right.

On your point about monitoring and mirnding - 1 am sure that you
have watched and listened enough to know tha`_ for nearly a
for:nig`rit - since the Iraqis changed their way of dealing with foreign
journalists - we have been alerting our audiences that reporters
cannot move arou'nd the city exactly as they please - and that
places are moiiitored . This particular Radio 5 interv'ieW vvit"
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Andrew Gilligan - most anusualiy - did not carry the warning - it
should have done . But it wou!d be unreasonable not to
acknowledge that we have been telling audiences tii-ne and ag ain
about these restrictions . As for :minders - the BBC Baghdad team
does have a minder;=although he does not accompany thern a[ ( the
zime . Having had conversations w;Ti-i members of the 'Learn I am
confident that Andrew's piece was not influenced by him .

You will not be surprised in the fight of my remarks' above that I do
not accept that we have breached the guidelines in the way yau
state . _ .

As for Andrew GiILigan's 7--r-,arks abo,ut Uday you again se=-;!7i to
have omitted a significan"t part af Andrew's contributon . H{-is ar~swer
began as follows :

"Uday ihas Pin his own private torture chaniber, a place called the
red room, a place that was absolutely notorious as a placa of real
horror for the Iraqis ."

411 in all Andrew has hardly portrayed Uday in anything other an
urnp6easant light . H's remarks about Uday's recent 'reining in ° are
dram+n from conversations Andrew had in the U .K with diplorna'Ls
and acade!nics - be-lore he want out to Baghdad . He had been
following the Iraq story tor many months . His sources poin= t0
Saddam Hussein's desire to'~ceei~ a baianca between Uday a ;nd
C?usai, and the closure last year of the nawspaper associated "11th
Uday.

Yours sincaraiy,

- =.
(Richard Sambrook)
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