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From Diector, News

The Ri. Hon. Gerald Kaufman, M.7.,
The House of Commaons,

LONDON. -

SWITA CAA

2 Aprt, 2003 -

Daar Mr, Kaufman,
Thank you 7or your ietisr.
Andrew Gilligan was asked on Radio 5 Live:

“Can you tell from where you are whathar the bombing of The
Repubiican Guard is effective?”

2 began his answer - "We cant tell.” Your lafter do=s not mantion
this. Thersafier Andrew's ramarks were founaged on legiiimate
nrofessional jJudgement. He ciied the Kosovo campaigh wihere ths
number of Sarbian armoured vehicles damaged was less than had
been hoped. Andrew aiso was relaying what lragis had told himn

- and that is the way he puts it. Further, Andrew's judgement was
self-avidanily not definitive. Later in the intarview he zald "So far
they (thoss with doubts abouf the affectivensss of tha bombing of

the Ranublican Guard) may be right.” He did not say they were
Fignt.

On your point about monitoring and minding - | am sure that you
have walchad and listenzsd enough 1o know that for nearly a
forinight - since the Iragis changad their way of dsaiing with Toraign
journaiisis - we hava.been aieriing our audienceas that reporters
cannot move around the city exactly as thay please - and that
pieces are moeniored. This particular Radio 5 interview with
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Andrew Gilligan - most unusually - did not cary the warning - it
should have done. Butit would o2 unreasonabia not o
acknowiedge that we hava been telling audiences tims and acain
ahout these restrictions. As for minders - the BBC Baghdad team
does have a minder, aithough he does not accompany them all the
tims. Having had conversations with mambers of the team | am
confident that Andrew's piece was not Influenced by him.

You will not be surprised in the light of my remarks abova that | do

not accept that we have breachsed the guidelines in the way your -
state. ‘

Yours sincerely,

)
SN a«mﬁ?

(Richard Sambrook)
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From Direcrar, News \‘r\‘ ;

Alastair Campbell, Esqg.,

Director of Communications and Stralegy,
10, Downing Street,

LONDON. N

SWIA 2ZAA -

3 April, 2003

) Dear Alastair,

Regarding your fetiar yestarday about Andrew Gilligan's commants
about Central Command, ws hava lisienad fo Radio 4 and Radio 5
Live's morning output and cannot find the passags you guoie.
Could you be more specific about where you heard it?

Clearly if it is exacily 2s guotad and not attributed it is unacceptabie.
Howevar wa would like o find the exact brozdeast you ara referring
to before making a final judgamant.

Yours sincaraly,
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(Richard Sambrook)
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDCON SWih 244

Direzier of Communications and Stetezy 4 April 2003
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Thark you for your lezter of 3 April. I'm sorry, the guote about ‘rubbish
from Cenwel Comimand’ was on Nows 24, Tenclose a transenipt, It was the last”
entence. Somry to have wested vour time In saying it was onradio Butl agres,
aud I hope you will see from the transcoript, <hat this was unaccepiable or someone
supposed o be a professional BBC broadeaster.
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ALASTAIR CAMPEELL
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Richard Sanhrook
BREC
By Fax: D208 576 7120
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