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Fresenter: Lzf's go lve now o Lhﬂfraq;c pital, it just affer nine in the morning ERers, our
sorrespondant Andrew Gilligan fs on tha line. Some of his movements ara restricte d and nis
reposts are moniforsd oy the fragr suthorfizs, Andraw it hizs {o be sarfd with an inva ding jorca
about whai eighty kilometres from the capiial it Is looking rather a beauliful moming thera.

Andrew Gilligan: Yasitis and ochviously the Satter the weather rzally the worse i 1s for the
Iragis becausa there are Tawsr obsiacles in the way of s2eing ’things from tn2 air. Suithe
Jztance Mirvster whoss press confersnce you guotad thare had soms inferssting things to say
ahoul the defence of Dngnmad. He aiamitad that ihe Rzpublican Guards dafc-nam; the capital
had tzken what ne called some sacrifizes but he said they ware quite small. Hz sasd the moraie
of tne Repubncan Guard was high and they werz reaay ic § fgh’L Interastingly he, he oid 25 vou
glzo played | think menfion that thay would take the fight cutside Baghdad rather than
withdrawing In i ihe city and naving the, naving tne Tghting antiraly withun the city whizh is
siight charge from his previpes position,

Presentar: [fis & siight change isnt i Andraw suggssiion hiad been that aflsr iis exparience in
fhe 7261 Guif War ths Republiican Guard wouldn't stay and be biown agpart® In fact thera wers
suggastions that they'd pretty much vacatec thoss arazas tha! ars baingy s¢ heavily bombarded 1
the southarn puiskiris and perhaps f was emply desert that was baing poundad

A Yes, | maan, it's very difficulf to know how successful the American bombardm=nt has
bzen wa simply can™ rust claims of eifher sida. | ramambser the Amaricans claiming great
things for the succass of thair nombing campaigns of Sark forzes in Kesove and 1t turned outl
that they'd dest-oved thifteen tanks in sevan waeks, Soit's vary difficult to know what's rezlly
happening cut there, if's also | think premature 1o charssr:‘er:se this a3 the start of tha decisive
zitte What we saw yestarday and {he day before apout sigh ,f kalome‘tm soull of Baghdad

wz-z rors like skirmushes than rezl S2les. Z3cq sida was asting 2ach other really.
Pra w‘cbr: Yes now it s2ems something far more major may ba happzning., Thara wers
bcm’c mants overnignt Andraw fell us more,

AG: Wea hzard soms enormous bigsis and we, we o hear I
iarges sgain regime {argets, we don't know oracisely the extant of
thai szveral of the regime bulidings have baen targsisd.

Presenter: Right Presidant Saddsm through his information Minister, we've se2n the fecizge
of that, has urg esi ths iraqu peopls o fignt & holy war egainst the invadears, Our con @:;pono*en

with US forcas ar ge?‘mg mremgnm= brisfings that suggest that thizs of the President’s
appearances since the start of the war have been {aped the same r:«’ay. They're drewing
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atiention {o exirsordinary details like the same smudges on the fumniture, the cunains arrangad
fhe same way, that the room's just rearrenged. Whern any of (hat /s putio iraql officials what do
fhey 53y7?

: | havs 1o say that hasn't bzer sut to Iragl officials. i've a*a Sandam give o tzlevized
sp:acnﬁs and tnen a coupie of othar silent aopearances If you like just alki ng 1o ministar and
{he two tzlevissd spaeches | saw iookad complataly Jiffzrent, J daad you might 2vean szay it was
a diffarent Saddam, may bz if was. Tha backdrop was differant, ins ap szrance Of {he
President was diffsrant, the way he spoke; one he was weating g'ass t'}e cond he wasn',
onz he was rzading from 2 hand writtan t2xt the second he had 2 or ap red spzecn. Lofs of
things were different so I'm not guite sura wne-e thesz intelligencs assess an s camea from it
might just be more rubbisn from Central Commana,

Presenter; Andrew thank vou.
Erd
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From Director, News

Alestair Campbell, Esq,,

Dirgcior of Communications and Stratagy,
10, Downing Strest,

LONDON.

SW1IA 244

Cear Alasialr,

Thank you for your lefter and the transcript of Andrew Gilligan <n
Naws Z4. | agres his final phaasu is unacceptabie. In mitigaticon |
would only say it was live and at the end of an inlerview, thes re st of
which szems 10 me be appropriate. Gilligan has alsc bw'] atept at
highlighting from Baghdad wsaknesssas in the Irag! regime - for
example, this morning's interview when hz prassed the Foreign
Minister on Saddam Hussein's whereabouts which the Minister was
unable io deal with.

T\ievmrtha izss this pariicular phrase was unaccepiabis, which |
regret, and wiill take it up with Andrew Gilligan.

Thank you for drawing it to my attention.

Yours sincarely,
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7 April 2003

Direcior of Copnmunicarions and Stratery

e Ao

You accepzea that when Andrew Gilligan refarred to information from _
CentCom as “just more rubbish from coalition®, this was1maceepmabie. Could I
ask what was done 1o communicate tat view 10 Mr. Gilliean. I assume thiat
when a cerrespondent says or doss something which is unscceprable, thet is mads
clear to him. However, his snezring contempt for anything put out by thig

coalition was on dispiay once mors this morning when he said on the Today

PIDZIaIr:,

“We don't know ¥ they've got i under
their complets control but for once I think
w2 can belisve the Americen claims that
nis could be it.”

that he does not belizve e claims made by the US
was

This makes clear
military. So, further to your accsptance that ‘Jus. mozre rubsish’
unacceptatle , is “for once I think we czn believe the American claims
accepable? I so, could you point me to the occasions when the coali
told the truth o Mr. Gilligan?

tion has not

ALASTAIR CAMPBELL

Mr. Richard Sambrook
B2C, By Fax: 0208 576 7120
6|09

g



R N L4

St

British Broadcasting Corporation Room 5601 Stage 6 Telewision Centre Wood Lane London WI.:! 7R}

e,
Teaphone 020 B57¢ 7398 Fax 020 £575 7120 A R W A LE
"\.) i
' -
DeWO NG ST DT (acdd
e s LC_; . i,{ulf‘_yz_] N,
From Deputy Director, News
Alastair Camoball Esq,
Diracior of Commumicaucns and Surategy,
10, Downing Strast,
LONDON.
SWIA 284
8 Azril, 20C3

Degr Alasiain,

ding 2 report by Andrew Gilligan on Today® Richard 1s

Thank you for your iefier of Tth Apri regard
nis oshail. )

g
away 10day and ! am ressonding o0 nis
We spaak to Andrew - and miany ofner cormrs spand:n*s - sbout their werk. | nead hardly say that
all tnose conversations are confidential. They will remain so - as-a matter of princinle.

| turn now fo the Andrew Gilligan report anout which vou compliain Fror ime to smz there nave
been problerrs trying 1o make sens= out of the briefings provided by = vansty of sources - from
soldiers in {ne field, from Camcore, from the Fenizgon and frorn tne Minstry of Defznce.

F'am notsuggesting that inaccuracies in any coalition brsfing are a corsequance of delib arae
misinformation and decepuon, It is, 2fer all, a fast-moving story. Neverineless te fact that
some claims have been made wnich nave furned out to be pramefure or mascurste provide t
context for Andrew Gilligan's remarks.

I'would atso craw 2ttention to the circumstances of his report. He was spazking live as he
waiched evenis unoia bejore nim. [ quote:

“There has been a major battle within I'd say 500 or 800 yards of us for an artille

pesition and the aresidential compound en ths other side of the river from our hotel
We've heard intense small arms and mortar fire, we've seen two Amarnican armoured
personnel carriers and wa've seen black clad figures we believe tec be Amercan troops
running alang the banks of the river, The artiilery position went up in fiames and the
Presidential palace, the Americans claim, is under their occupation. We can certaimly
confirm that fhey are thare, we don't know If they've got it completely under thair contol
but for once | think we can balieve the Amenican claims that this could beit.”

So the passage vividly makes clear what And-ew is se2ng and hearing - and ir this cese
Jnderlines the veracity of a coalitior orisiing. What vou see 25 a snear at the and is not that -

out a refiection of some of the poblems with some of the brisfings a; an earlier siege of ths
zontct,

Ycurs sincers ' /
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MARK DAMAZER ,
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, 52T NEWS
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= Rachard Sammbrock
Drecror, News

BRC

Room 5601, Telewsion Ceane
Wood Lzne

LozdonW12 TR]

Dear Mr Sembrook (

Wednesday 9 April was, by any catencn, a histonc deyin world affass. T war=laed the
Opm news 02 BBC 1 and; to my astonshment, heard Fuw Edwards ask your cormespomdent
Baghdad, Mr Omaar, why only hundreds of raqis wers onton the sweess celebzznng, 1mastead
of thousands, Iwizched the 10 pma B3CL news.  This “tme Mr Edwasds ass=d Mr Ozmnaar
why cnly thousands of Lragis were our on the streets of Baghdad celebrating when the <ity hzs
a popularion of 5 milkon.

I began to thenk that this was 2 deliberate ecitonal line when, on Newsnightat 10 30
pro that ;ight, Jerermy Pavman made the pomt thar "he demonsmators e only 2 toy
proporticn ol the populzien” He then went on to say ‘hat the celebrmtions tock plice m
"only a small area” of the ity Your correspondent o 3aghdad, Peul Ward then told Mr
ZPaxrasn ebout puhc opliton among ags = the aity, based cn one conversation with 2 Shia
and one convessation with a Sunnt When later mn the programme M1 Pasoman imnrermewed 2
Ursted Stares miltary spokesmean in Do, Jus bae of questormg was such as to l=ad s
exirernely well-mannered spokesman o say to Mr Pamoman, "We shouldn't be over-Socuissed o
the neganves.”

Later In the: Newsnight, statisacs prov.ded inchaded 2 zrge numoer of Tiagt o
casualies, when the coalition kas provided 2o such stazstcs, and 1t 55 fmpossihle ro believe any
stz=sTcs put out by the Iragi regime Pactares weze shown of some guevously brrmed chidren,
wih the uphcaden that they were among the tastaldes of cozhinon acnon. ITN, showing the
varae pictares, explained that these childeen kad been mnwred when plewing wih ammaniton;

h
2

whese ammuniton was not specfed. Ne sach explananon was provided by the 33C,

Of course, if we aie locking 2t demmonstiations, the BBC gave ynmensz coverage o the
ani-war demonstianon in London befoie the confict begar which, although clauning o be
anaonel, mvokred only 2 mny proporton of the populztion ond toos place m only 2 souall area
of ondon. Wit oagaid o the demonsmatons i Baghdad on Wednesday, netter M
Zdwrards nor Mr Pastman could kave had the Zaptest idea of what was happeming in those
arens of tms huge ciry whese cameras and IEPOITETs WeIe Dot Dresent.

I beheve thet the 3BC has much 0 answer for in it coverage of thase =venzs, and
£2QUest YOUL I2EDOTMEE  t ' - ’

, | l
3y /<7;,%G u| o1 <

Youls sincerely
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Dyrector of Cammnurications and Stratzgy

Dy 7 Smrelle

Even by Andrew Gilligan's standards (which are low), the following on
Radio 4 this morning was a disgrace:

“Psople herz may be free but they're passing their
days of freedom, in more than fear than they've
tnown before actually. I mean the old fear was, was you
¥mow habiraal jow level < This is, this i3 2 mmeh greater
fzar that their property’s going 1o be invaded, their, thelr
daughters will bz raped and they'll be killed.

[§]

I mean frankly I'm spezidng t0 you on, on probably som

of the only electrical equipment in Baghdad ozt r?_an’t
ezn siolen bec we are, our hotel is protected by 2 Tin

of US Marines, but not many other places are,”

bt

It is hard to resist the noton that some journalists, baving talked up wha
v predicted would be a
d'sast,L. WMr. Gilligan, and o a

eSS

are now daterminad to present military suc
certzin extent Rageh Omaar, are among

a tailure,

rhsm‘ They veer from one exaggeration to another, Nobody says it's perfect.
Bur the namrs of BRC raporting out of Baghdad taroughout this conflict has done
yo lite credst, and I hope vou will underiz¥e an honest and deep analysis of it

No nezd ‘o reply.

Fyr. ALASTAIR CAMPEELL

ambrook
Fax: 0208 576 7120
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