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Deal MrSa.nb_col:

~e'Z+7esda;~ 9 np~: was, uy ;uz, ont~'c :.+~ a ivstonc dzJrul wotid H2--S. _ :vat_hed 1,e
G_-)m news on BB-C 1 and; to ray astons1auie_n:, heard Huw lrcwazds ask your - .._espornde,-itm
Baghdad, Mr OT.aa:~ sly only hu_ncteds ofinaqis were ouzon th: s0ees c>1eb_aung, im_sread
of $iousands, i-s"s=had the 10 p-iBM nw,s. Kr ~Yue IN i,dwa-ds asked NL Ormaat
MIT on;y thousands of Ita11s weTe OllL on =i.° SCeets of Baghdad celeo2a u'1g when the C1_7% i1a5
a popclation o_`5 rn:1Lon.

I began to tLiis'3at t.vs was a del.iberate ecitonal Line; wben, on Newsniobt at 10 30
pm last ntga:,JeLer~ y Pm;rsan made At powt t=ar "1e aemonslators ale only a tny
proportion o=1°_ pop~ "~aticn." 14e then v.renl on to sap 1:at the ceieb:ations took alone :n
~I only a sl.-iall -.ifea" of the ci-~), Your coLespondent in 3aydad, Pal Wad, than told 2,!r
?aF.L,a01 about putsc opilmon sunong Ixaq.s ri be my, 6ased on one coaversaaon with a S1va
and one ccLTe_satlou wid7 a Sun= When lptar in lie p10E':aiYLne V:, Pal"11:3'1 1-..Lenn_PH"ed a
Ur!ted States mti; aT spokes:aan in DO'-12, lns Eat of ctsestior_n; was sucin as to lead Tlms
exxtrC"ncly 3reil-r~ars~e_°~-d spokesman to say to Mr Pa: "L_a=, "We shoul3n't be o,rer--"o_-ussed on
the neorives." .

:.ate- in tlv : Ne7,vsLigat, stanstics pio-.-.aed i :ciud`c a latve mancet of Inaqt w-171112a
casualies, when Se co<]imn has pro,ided no sucla s;a=s-~ics, and ltis ii7apossicie to belie7-e any
sta_st;cs put out cy'e Laq:-eone Plat=es we_e s'_lcwn of some gnevouslp bl=ed c.aii3:e~
7a_u tl_.e "npucaaon that dial were a_,nong t.e Las-L7alties of co2l:non acaon. ?TN, sacc,:ng Via
same picrues, explaa .- :ed that them cvidren 1=a6 been _nw_ed w:iea pla,Zng rr. :. at~nu~tcawhos°

a_ri-_LrLno-_i -pas not spe:.ied . No sicb =icola:.a^cn was asomded by t_3BC.

OT cou<se, if ~,ve ale loc'-ing at daniensttaco_zs, the BBC gave ~. ;r.n7ens= co;"e_age to 1~e
°and=;c "ss den onst, anon in =,ondon "oefo :e ue coniivrt be-a- whiz_-1, aithoutrL clro '; .

na`tonal, i_t-oh-ed ot-1y a -1ny proporeon of tne population and took place :n on7y a sr~11 atea
of ~on:lon . S _e~atd to tL:. denaonsnaueiis in Ba2~,:dad on `3'led:_ .saav, ne'Aet h~r
3dti"a=ds nos l,,'z Pa_-_Dm oo ",i1d i~re had ;i,2 :r;ntest=dea ofw:iat wzs hapoeci^lg in `1_ose
a=eas of t:^s huge airr wlie_e caine as a.-id :eporte, s we_e no: o_esent.

1 ID °_il ;',~re ti-:at t1l.le 33 .r. _:a5 I_1"1A t0 an5weS fOt 11: itS COireTaje Of d'leSe °4Cnt5, and
Leo,uestyo,ui°_soonse " .

You_s sincerely !~~~~a~41 01 b~,s~
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F-ven oy :`,.ad_ew 0'zill:can's standards (which are low), the following on
Radio 4 this ino-r-iinQ was a disg=ace :

Teople here may be free but they're passing their fist
days of f_`eedorn, in snore than fear than th°_y've °ver

hnov~n before actually . I n?ean the old fear was, was you

lcnow nabiraal low level . ~ Th:s is, inis is a nnt~c"z gAeate:

fear that their Drop-rty's going to be invaded, tn°ir, theL
daualzters w111 b°_ rapefl and they'll be killed .

I mean fTaaluy Fin speaitzng to you on, on probabiy sotne
of the only electrlCal e0ll1pm=nt !n Bag1"7daQ' Chat hasn't

been stolen becaase we are, oul- horel is protected by a ring
of US Marines, but not -many, other places are,"

AC FS 1S.a: d to I°$lst tile notion tl'cat some )oIIIr1?hst6, haE'Pn~ t3~1:cd ll:n what

ihey predicted would b° a =ailLre, are now dete:mined to pTesen_ military success

a5 a dlsast°i, MT . Gt11ggan, and to a Cerr,2L e}:tcnr Raph Omaar, are among

L--?n . Th°y veer from one exaogeration to ano':nec, Nobody says it's perfect.

But he na:u:e of ?BC reporring out of Baghdad t'iroughout ttnis conflict has done

yos littIe cred~t, and T hope you wiil under:a.fe an honest and deep analysis Qi it,

No need to reply .
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