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Presenter: Let's go live now yo the Iraqi capital, it'sjcrst affer nine ir, fhe moming ~here, Dcrr
oorrespondentAndrew Gilligan is on the line . Some of his rnov°menfs are resfricted and nis
reporf5 a;e trfoniterec' fly tha iraqr authofrtias. Andraw it has to be said with an inva ding force

fhere.abouf what eighty kilometres irom the capi;al if a loolung ,~afner a beautJful rf:ornln9

Andrew GiHIigan : Yes it is and obvious(y tne 'better the weather really the worse it is fort;;--
Iraqis becausa there are ,`ewer obs:acfes in the way of seeing things f,-Dm tne air. 3ut the
jefenoa Ninister whose press confersrace you quoCad :h se had so-ne interesting things to say
about the defer~ce o` Baghdad . He admit~d that t,re Republican Guards d>fenaing the capital
had taken what ne called some sacr;fioes but he said they were quite small. ,-1e said the m'vraie
of tire Repunbcan Guard vras hlgh and they were reacy to fight Interestingly h=, h` aid as you
also played 4 think, mention that they 1^JDL'Id ta'r.e :`te fight outside Baghdad :ather th a:n
wrthd-awing in to t.ne city and having the, naving fn_ T,gh'.ing entirely withrt the citp~ vvi-tlw'r !s a
siight oharge from his previo~,s position .
Presenfler: It is a slight change isn'f it A,-~draw suogestion had been that after I'S expe,ienca in
tha 'fB91 Gulf VVar the Re,,cubi,"can Guard vrouldnY stay and be blovun apar;? In tact fir°ra were
suggestions ih.ai they'd pretty much vaca!ea those 3r--as tlhaf are being so heavily bornbarded rrn
the southem Dufski,~is andFerhaps if >roas empfy desert thaf was baing pounded.

AG: Yes, I Mean, it's very dirlcul; to know'hlovd successTul the .4rnerican born5ardm~nt has
beer, w°_ Simply trus .̀ C~al,'.ls of el :'ner 5103 . I ram°_mber -,he Amerlcano+'ainnlnCyl Qr=a:
things for the success of their aombi .-io_ camraign,s of Serb forces in KDsovo and it turned o ::;
that they'd dest-oyed thirteen tanks in seven weeks. So it's very d,~~icutt to k=ioW what's really
happening cu, there . It's also I think pramature to characte;ise this as the star : of tha decisive
batile W hat w>_ saw yesterday and the day before aoou` eighty kilometres soui', oa ~ag'ndad
WB'°_ Rlora like slilrmlsheS than 'cai :~: .̀I'IeS . CaDI 51'D'e V~'a5 :BSfiR~ B~:h Dt`~e .- rea~l~l .

Pres°nter : Yes now it seam,s somefhlng rarmore inajor mayb: happelnrng. I har-r vve,B
bombardmenfs o<<amia'r,f Andrew tell us m~re.
AG: We hsard some eno;mous b;ass and we, we do hear these :nings all the filnes now. The
,argets again reglrre targets, we don't know pr:oisely the extant of the damage but we believe
hat several of the regime bulidings have been targeted .

Presenter : Rigl7t Prasident Saddarrl throJQh his IJ'fOrrna?iorl fVflniStc^r, Vde'Ve seen the fOo:a^g°
of that, has :.Irged :h=_ Iraa, l peopls to `ignt a holy vlar against .he invaders . Cur --c,-respondents
with f1S forces are getting intelligence briefings that suggest that fh2e of the Presio?ent's
appearances sinca the starf of the vrarhave been taped the same day . They're dr-aw;ng
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attention to :xtraordinary details like the same smvdges on the furniture, the curtalns arranged
the same way, that the room'sjusti rea�-en,qed. Whe� any of t,hat is put to IT-07i of~iciats whaf do
they say?

AG: l have to say that hasn't b=er put to l ;aqi oriclais . I've sea,,) 6aadam g've thvo televised
speeches and tnen a couple of ot^ar silent aopFarances lf you like just :alkir,g to minlster and
fhe+.wotelevised speeches I saw iooked oompleteiy o'ifferent . lr)dead you might even say it was
a diiferernt Sadda ;n, may be it was . The barkdrop was different, tns appvaar~ce of the
PresIdenTYdas dllTe"°_nt, the way he s~7of,e ; one h: was wea`ing g'asses the second he wasn't,
one he was reading from a hand w itter text the second he ~'iad a prepare;, speecri- L-ots of
things wee different so I'm not quite sur=_ wne-° these intelligence assessments come f;om it
might just be more rubbisn from Cantral Comma,,a .

Presenter ; Andrew thank vou.
End
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Alastair Campbell, Esq,,
Director of Ccmmunications and Strategy,
10, Downing Street,
LONDON . _
SW i A 2AP.

4 April, 2003

Dear Alas-Lair,

Thank you for yujr fetter and the transcript of Andrew Gilligan cm
News 24 . L agree his final phrase is unacceptable . In rnitigatiD ¬n 6
would only say it was live and at the end of an interview, the rast of
Which seems to rne be anpropriate . Gi :iigan has also been adPPt at
highlighting from Baghdad weaknesses in the Iraqi regime - for-
example, this morning's interview when he pressed the Fol-eigim.
Minister on Saddam Hussein's whereabo:its which the Ministea- was
unable to deal with .

Nevertheiass this particular phrase was unaccept=ble, which I
regret, and will take it up -with,-I .ndrew Giliigan .

Thank you for drawing it to my aaention.

~^JJ `~.~
(Richard Sam~~rv~~~;
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You accepted t:nat when r'_ndrew Gil:iga.-! ref°rred to inzo-r:ation from
CertCOIn as ",Just II1or~°. rllal7:si7 from coalition", this Was1:naccep:aG~e . Could r
ask whac was done te eommLaicate t~at view to Mr. Gilligan . I assume th.at
when a correspondent says or doss something c~$ici~ is unacceptable, that Ls made
clear to him. However, his sae°ring conteMpt for anything put oui by this
coaiition was on disp'.ay once mor° :his anorninor whan he said on :ha TodaLv
aroPra~m°,

"ShTe doza't know :f they've ;ot i: under
lheir complete consol bu: for once I think
we can beii°ve the American claims tl'iat
tlu:s could be it."

Th:s makes cIeax that he does not believe _he claims made by ca-- US
:_?11:I2"y . So, rurthP.r to your acc.'.,pt3n ::° tiea .L `)u5;nIOI~°, ruDbtsll' was

"for:LZaccep .abIey.abIe , is once I'hink we caz b°i_ieve tine Arerican cla:ms77

acceptable? i: so, could you point me to tile occasions when the coa?iaon has not
told tna truth to Mr. Gillizan?

`~' I ~`
kLASTA-UP, CAM?3LELL

Mr. Ft:cha:d 5ambrook
BBC, $y Fax: 0208 570 7120 f?3G CA Lpl ot 59
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Dear Alastai~,
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Thank you for your letter of 7th April regarding a report by Andrew Gtlllgan on 'TodayF Richard is
away today and ! am resoondlng o-i ^,is beha;f .

We speak to Andrew - and many otner correspcndants - about their work. ; need hardiy say that
aa triose conversations are confidental . Tney wlil emaln so - as-a mattar o .` prmcole .

I turi now to tne A.rndrew Gllllcan report acout which you comp;am From 'Lime to "Lime ir~---e nave
been problems trying to make sense cut of the briefings provided by a variety of sources - from
soldiers in the field, from Centcorm, from the Fen:agon and from the IJu-I :stry of Defence .

i am no: suggesting tha ; inaccuracies ir any ccaliaon briefing_ are a consequence of dellb eraie
mlslnferrnation and decapacn . It is, after all, a fast,mov,r~g story . Nevertheless t re fact the,
sDme claims have Seen made wnlch nave timed out to be premature or Inaccur_e provide the
oontext for A-i:ievd GOIlgan's remarks .

I would also craw at:enflon to the dircurnstanc=s of his report . He was speaking live as h
watched events un oio be-,ore him, I quo-,e :

"There has been a major battle within I'd say 500 or 600 yards of us for an artillery
position and the presidential compound an the other side of tie river from our hotia¬ .
We've heard intense small arms and mortar fire, we've seen two Arnarlcan armourad
personnel carriers and we've seen black clad figures we believe to be Amercan troops
running along the banks of the river. The artillery position went up in flames and the
Presidential palace, the Americans claim, is under their occupation. We can, ce .-taanfy
confirm that they are thara, we don't know if they've got :t completely under their r-control
but for once f think we can believe the Amencan .:!aims that this could be it ."

So the passage vividly makes clear what And-ew is see ng and hearing - and ir this case
inderlines ihe veraciiy of a coal ;ticr :Drie;ng . What vcu see as a sr~eer at t'ie end is not that
but a reflection of some nf the P-oblems with some of the brieflngs a: an earlier stage c,` the
corlfllct.

Ycu,,s sincere ~ ,

!

MARK DAIIrIlRZER
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, E;&C Nl=ks
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Deal MrSa.nb_col:

~e'Z+7esda;~ 9 np~: was, uy ;uz, ont~'c :.+~ a ivstonc dzJrul wotid H2--S. _ :vat_hed 1,e
G_-)m news on BB-C 1 and; to ray astons1auie_n:, heard Huw lrcwazds ask your - .._espornde,-itm
Baghdad, Mr OT.aa:~ sly only hu_ncteds ofinaqis were ouzon th: s0ees c>1eb_aung, im_sread
of $iousands, i-s"s=had the 10 p-iBM nw,s. Kr ~Yue IN i,dwa-ds asked NL Ormaat
MIT on;y thousands of Ita11s weTe OllL on =i.° SCeets of Baghdad celeo2a u'1g when the C1_7% i1a5
a popclation o_`5 rn:1Lon.

I began to tLiis'3at t.vs was a del.iberate ecitonal Line; wben, on Newsniobt at 10 30
pm last ntga:,JeLer~ y Pm;rsan made At powt t=ar "1e aemonslators ale only a tny
proportion o=1°_ pop~ "~aticn." 14e then v.renl on to sap 1:at the ceieb:ations took alone :n
~I only a sl.-iall -.ifea" of the ci-~), Your coLespondent in 3aydad, Pal Wad, than told 2,!r
?aF.L,a01 about putsc opilmon sunong Ixaq.s ri be my, 6ased on one coaversaaon with a S1va
and one ccLTe_satlou wid7 a Sun= When lptar in lie p10E':aiYLne V:, Pal"11:3'1 1-..Lenn_PH"ed a
Ur!ted States mti; aT spokes:aan in DO'-12, lns Eat of ctsestior_n; was sucin as to lead Tlms
exxtrC"ncly 3reil-r~ars~e_°~-d spokesman to say to Mr Pa: "L_a=, "We shoul3n't be o,rer--"o_-ussed on
the neorives." .

:.ate- in tlv : Ne7,vsLigat, stanstics pio-.-.aed i :ciud`c a latve mancet of Inaqt w-171112a
casualies, when Se co<]imn has pro,ided no sucla s;a=s-~ics, and ltis ii7apossicie to belie7-e any
sta_st;cs put out cy'e Laq:-eone Plat=es we_e s'_lcwn of some gnevouslp bl=ed c.aii3:e~
7a_u tl_.e "npucaaon that dial were a_,nong t.e Las-L7alties of co2l:non acaon. ?TN, sacc,:ng Via
same picrues, explaa .- :ed that them cvidren 1=a6 been _nw_ed w:iea pla,Zng rr. :. at~nu~tcawhos°

a_ri-_LrLno-_i -pas not spe:.ied . No sicb =icola:.a^cn was asomded by t_3BC.

OT cou<se, if ~,ve ale loc'-ing at daniensttaco_zs, the BBC gave ~. ;r.n7ens= co;"e_age to 1~e
°and=;c "ss den onst, anon in =,ondon "oefo :e ue coniivrt be-a- whiz_-1, aithoutrL clro '; .

na`tonal, i_t-oh-ed ot-1y a -1ny proporeon of tne population and took place :n on7y a sr~11 atea
of ~on:lon . S _e~atd to tL:. denaonsnaueiis in Ba2~,:dad on `3'led:_ .saav, ne'Aet h~r
3dti"a=ds nos l,,'z Pa_-_Dm oo ",i1d i~re had ;i,2 :r;ntest=dea ofw:iat wzs hapoeci^lg in `1_ose
a=eas of t:^s huge airr wlie_e caine as a.-id :eporte, s we_e no: o_esent.

1 ID °_il ;',~re ti-:at t1l.le 33 .r. _:a5 I_1"1A t0 an5weS fOt 11: itS COireTaje Of d'leSe °4Cnt5, and
Leo,uestyo,ui°_soonse " .

You_s sincerely !~~~~a~41 01 b~,s~
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F-ven oy :`,.ad_ew 0'zill:can's standards (which are low), the following on
Radio 4 this ino-r-iinQ was a disg=ace :

Teople here may be free but they're passing their fist
days of f_`eedorn, in snore than fear than th°_y've °ver

hnov~n before actually . I n?ean the old fear was, was you

lcnow nabiraal low level . ~ Th:s is, inis is a nnt~c"z gAeate:

fear that their Drop-rty's going to be invaded, tn°ir, theL
daualzters w111 b°_ rapefl and they'll be killed .

I mean fTaaluy Fin speaitzng to you on, on probabiy sotne
of the only electrlCal e0ll1pm=nt !n Bag1"7daQ' Chat hasn't

been stolen becaase we are, oul- horel is protected by a ring
of US Marines, but not -many, other places are,"

AC FS 1S.a: d to I°$lst tile notion tl'cat some )oIIIr1?hst6, haE'Pn~ t3~1:cd ll:n what

ihey predicted would b° a =ailLre, are now dete:mined to pTesen_ military success

a5 a dlsast°i, MT . Gt11ggan, and to a Cerr,2L e}:tcnr Raph Omaar, are among

L--?n . Th°y veer from one exaogeration to ano':nec, Nobody says it's perfect.

But he na:u:e of ?BC reporring out of Baghdad t'iroughout ttnis conflict has done

yos littIe cred~t, and T hope you wiil under:a.fe an honest and deep analysis Qi it,

No need to reply .

a

J~&Vu~
$.~AsTMIR CkMPBELL

Richard 5anbrook
BBC, By Fax ; 0208 576 7120
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