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Dear Mr Sembrook (

Wednesday 9 April was, by any catencn, a histonc deyin world affass. T war=laed the
Opm news 02 BBC 1 and; to my astonshment, heard Fuw Edwards ask your cormespomdent
Baghdad, Mr Omaar, why only hundreds of raqis wers onton the sweess celebzznng, 1mastead
of thousands, Iwizched the 10 pma B3CL news.  This “tme Mr Edwasds ass=d Mr Ozmnaar
why cnly thousands of Lragis were our on the streets of Baghdad celebrating when the <ity hzs
a popularion of 5 milkon.

I began to thenk that this was 2 deliberate ecitonal line when, on Newsnightat 10 30
pro that ;ight, Jerermy Pavman made the pomt thar "he demonsmators e only 2 toy
proporticn ol the populzien” He then went on to say ‘hat the celebrmtions tock plice m
"only a small area” of the ity Your correspondent o 3aghdad, Peul Ward then told Mr
ZPaxrasn ebout puhc opliton among ags = the aity, based cn one conversation with 2 Shia
and one convessation with a Sunnt When later mn the programme M1 Pasoman imnrermewed 2
Ursted Stares miltary spokesmean in Do, Jus bae of questormg was such as to l=ad s
exirernely well-mannered spokesman o say to Mr Pamoman, "We shouldn't be over-Socuissed o
the neganves.”

Later In the: Newsnight, statisacs prov.ded inchaded 2 zrge numoer of Tiagt o
casualies, when the coalition kas provided 2o such stazstcs, and 1t 55 fmpossihle ro believe any
stz=sTcs put out by the Iragi regime Pactares weze shown of some guevously brrmed chidren,
wih the uphcaden that they were among the tastaldes of cozhinon acnon. ITN, showing the
varae pictares, explained that these childeen kad been mnwred when plewing wih ammaniton;
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whese ammuniton was not specfed. Ne sach explananon was provided by the 33C,

Of course, if we aie locking 2t demmonstiations, the BBC gave ynmensz coverage o the
ani-war demonstianon in London befoie the confict begar which, although clauning o be
anaonel, mvokred only 2 mny proporton of the populztion ond toos place m only 2 souall area
of ondon. Wit oagaid o the demonsmatons i Baghdad on Wednesday, netter M
Zdwrards nor Mr Pastman could kave had the Zaptest idea of what was happeming in those
arens of tms huge ciry whese cameras and IEPOITETs WeIe Dot Dresent.

I beheve thet the 3BC has much 0 answer for in it coverage of thase =venzs, and
£2QUest YOUL I2EDOTMEE  t ' - ’
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Youls sincerely
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Dyrector of Cammnurications and Stratzgy

Dy 7 Smrelle

Even by Andrew Gilligan's standards (which are low), the following on
Radio 4 this morning was a disgrace:

“Psople herz may be free but they're passing their
days of freedom, in more than fear than they've
tnown before actually. I mean the old fear was, was you
¥mow habiraal jow level < This is, this i3 2 mmeh greater
fzar that their property’s going 1o be invaded, their, thelr
daughters will bz raped and they'll be killed.
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I mean frankly I'm spezidng t0 you on, on probably som

of the only electrical equipment in Baghdad ozt r?_an’t
ezn siolen bec we are, our hotel is protected by 2 Tin

of US Marines, but not many other places are,”

bt

It is hard to resist the noton that some journalists, baving talked up wha
v predicted would be a
d'sast,L. WMr. Gilligan, and o a

eSS

are now daterminad to present military suc
certzin extent Rageh Omaar, are among

a tailure,

rhsm‘ They veer from one exaggeration to another, Nobody says it's perfect.
Bur the namrs of BRC raporting out of Baghdad taroughout this conflict has done
yo lite credst, and I hope vou will underiz¥e an honest and deep analysis of it

No nezd ‘o reply.

Fyr. ALASTAIR CAMPEELL
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