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From the Chairman

11 April 2003

Rt Hon Gerald Kaufman MP
House of Commons
LONDON

SWIA OAA

Dear Gerald

Thank vou for vour letter of-27 March, previously acknowledged, about BBC
coverage of the war in Iraq. I am sorry you feel this demonstrates a pro-Iragi bias and
reinforces your view that the BBC should not operate under a Royal Charter and be

funded by the licence fee.

I should say immediately that you may havz a different view from me on what the
BBC should do at a time of war. You seem to imply that the BBC should not camry
any items which guestion the conduct or objectives of the war, whereas [ believe that
1t 18 part of its mandate to do so. I certainly agree with you that thers should not be a
sneering or anti-war tone to BBC coverage, but [ do not believe that you have
established that such a tone exists. A few specific exampies, even if [ accepted the
Interpretation you place on them, would not do this.

Last November Governors approvad special editorial guidelines to ensure impartiality
11 coverage of any possible war inIragq. Governors agreed that the BBC’s coverage
saould enable viewers and listeners to make sense of events by providing impartial
analysis and offering the full range of views and opinions, including those who oppose
the war in Britain and elsewhere. At its last meeting the Board received a detailed
report about coverags to dats, and expressed 1ull and continuing confidence in
Management’'s handling of the international crisis and developments in Irag. The
Board stressed the importance of upholding the independence of BBC coverage and

dscision-making.
[ have considered ithe exampiss you quote in your letier. In the case of Newsrzighs on
26 March, far from being a “prolonged sneer” at the Coalition, the first part of the

programme raised questions about the determination of the military forces to prevent
civilian casualties and included a robust responss from Major Brad Bartelt of the US

military.
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As far as the Today programme i3 concerned, it always includes two reviews of the
papers, one at 0640 and the other at 0740. There 1S often some variation in the content
of each, to broaden ths scope of the itemis and in recognition that there will be many
listeners who will hear both. I undsrstand that on 27 March, reports abouit the
casuelties in the Baghdad market place were mentioned in both reviews, but only the
second included the one from the /ndependent because BBC News took the view that
its line was rather differsnt from the one 1aken by others.

I understand thar the interview with Irene Purdy on Today was part of an item that
covered some fresh ground, which 1s part of the Today programme’s ramit. It was
linked to Tony Blair’s reference to rising party membership, which the programms
felt was worth analysing, particularly as the difficulties encountered by the
Government in the House of Commons before the war began may have led many to
believe that membership would decline. The short interview with Irene Purdy

explored this background before examiming the facts with David Triesmar.

As you say, it is true that in times of frouble and penil, pzople have instinctively tumed -
to the BBC as a trusted source of news. Results from a recently commissioned ICM
poll (conducted last week), show this is still true. The poll shows that: 9324 of the
populatlon have used a BBC tzlevision, radio, text or online service to follow the war

in Iraq over the past two weelks; that the BBC is the most used and highly rated

service for news across all media; that BBC television 1s the most used television
service in the UK and, when asked which was the main source of welevision news,

55% of television news viewers mentionsd a BBC television channel. This seems to
me a clear expression by licence-payers of trust in the BBC’s impartiality.

You may also have seen the recent MORI poll (reported in The 7imes T2 on 11 April
- page 19) on coverage of the war. Not only was BBC One the most watched

channel, it was also by far the most trusted among the adults sampled. The Times of
10 April selected “winners and losers” from the media coverage of the war. The first

“winner” was BBC One, which the newspaper said was “the most watched and the
most trusted of broadcasters ™. Orthers included BBC journalisis Rageh Omaar and

Huw Edwards.

As to the forthcoming review of the Royal Charter and licence-fee funding, I look
forward to the debate and your contribution to it. 1 am sure we will disagree about
aspects of what the BBC does, but I am hopeful that we will largely agree on what 1ts

purpose should be.

Yours sincerely

Wil best Lushes

//—'
\:—M‘J—I .
Gavyn Davies
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Uuough o far 1n the coaliion's
semch for weapons of mass
destrucnon, Saddam I_Iussem's
chiel scienific adviser has
surrendased to Amencan foiues
i Tinghdad
General Amer al-3aad), who
separtedly gave Jumself up n
ot of Cerman television
camezag, 15 believed 1o have
nasterminded Irag's efferis to
oneceal weapons projects from
[nited Mations ispecions n
the rup-up to the war
Althuugh quated by the Ger-+
man television station ZUF a5
claiming Iray had no clheinscal
or iologic al weapons, ak-Saad”
could play @ key 1ole 1 unlock-
g the sccreid of Saddam's
nulitary progarmmes
Dr fravid Kelly, the UN's
faruter chirf weapons inspec-
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ing "le adrised Saddam on
what he couldf get away with ™

A3 le sunendered, Alnerican
and Bnush forres were Nght-
wgyto seat off escape 1oules
mio Syua for the ulher jwost
wanted inen and women of |
Saddau’s ehie

A crack nmit of Aduencan
mannes was dispalchied to en-
force US presn heiets and Dru-
ish commandos trylng o 1miet-
cept members of the regime,
including scientists who have
wotked on chemucal and bio
logreal weapons progrunes

Tietce desert fxefights were

reported  between cualitan
forces and unis ol Saddam's
Spectal  Republican  Guad

pear the town of Quum, on
he Syian border Scme of the
agqi forces engaged were
pelieved to be prolecting seqios
metnbers of the regame

"We are closing the border lo
4 dennrlare Ccopane it
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Nicholas Auflord
Qalar

and liai leaders gotog oul”
sand a senjur coahaun source

To the north, meamwlile, US
planes bambed Saddain 8 home
town of 1iknl the only unpor
tant tishan cenlré holdng out.

The exchanges catue ds
Amenca stepped up 1ty bupt
for lTan's ousted leaders by
offering A mult-milloe- doliar
sewatd for infopmauon leadimyg
lo the capture of any other
Ogurcheads who foature on
31 list of Lthe 53 most waned *

-Some of Iaq’s top weapons
scikntists were |epofied alreddy
1o have fled to Syna. The
Wislunglon iimes satd meell-
pence suggested they upht,
welude Dr #ahab Tala, 1he
Brish-amed  oncrobdlogst
known as "Dr Genn”, ead
Huda Salh Mahdi Amnash,
uwrknimed “Miz Antheas” for
her role In Iraq’s bwlogieal
Weapong programme

Up 1o 300 other Imgis mie
said o have arrived at botels in
Lratninscus last week, accompa-
med by Syuian steunty offi-
eals *We aie heanng that
some sentor  officiats  have
ended up there and hat they
have heen glven some essist-
ance througl border cuniruls,”
said & Babsh soune

Mike O'Bnen, e jJunior
Foreign Office puiuster, 15 ex-
gecl:d to rauise allegationg that

yria bas helped Iraq fujntives

" when he visig Darmnscus tha

wéek  Syma  disimiased  tie
clairms yesterday ns baseless

The coaliion s detletosination
tp preveat other offivals from
flering tu Syne was uhder bued
wheu up to 1,000 ueeps from
the 26th Marins Bxpeditionay
Unut (Speeial Operations Capa
Uie) weee sent to block possible
cscape woilles om Baghdad
lo Damascus

Theunl, equipped with some
of the US military’s most
soplusiicated  revunnaissance.
hardware, will stengthen an
operation that bhas eeen pro-
longed Gighting around an intlus-
uial complex near the Fuplua-
tes Ruver where liag exuacted
pramum for w8 nuclenr weap
ons prograrme in e [980s

Brlsh milary officaals said
the unexpected stengitof Lagr
resislance 1n the area suggested
somne o fthe toemy foreas nug bt
have been defending alict
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Last mght Bogadier-Geperal
Vincewt Brooks, deputy opera-
nons drector Al the coailion

torces” Central Command 1
Qatar sad two drones capable
of delivenng chenvcal weapons
had been found at 4 phesphate
plaat near ihe Synan border
Speial forces it weslers fray
also stopped & bus wazcying 50
men of imlitary age away fiom
Bapicind They were camying
letters  offenng  financial
rewards for kilhing US scldiers
and $630.000 sn $100 bills
The Amencan imtiative to
offer socentives for baqus 10

ddam weap

betray wanled members of the
fallen regunc came armud vontm-
uihg Leufusion aboul the fate of
Saddam One Awencan report
said efficials had been heand dis-
cussing fum as 1f he were dead
Dr Ahmed Chdlaby, an Iram
apposiuen leader clauned the
former duwtalor was moviog to
the portheast of Baghdad

S commanders would not
name a price for the caphure of
Saddam or other mdividuals
However, a §75m reward has

been offered for Osaia B
Laden, aud one source sad |he

figure {or Saidam was
the same ball park”

A Muustry of Tiefence spakes-
tnay 1 Qatar said search teams
kuown Ag S5l — sepsiitve sue
expluttation teams — could pay
up to $im o cash for other wisl-
bgegce “They will lilerally
liave bnejcases they can open
up with U3 dallars on one sude
aid Swiss francs om the other,”
Re sad “If someone said, T
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shaw you a chienuesl weapons
site, I am the only one aho
knows where 1113 but 1want a
51w, {lhen] yes Puliticaliy,
s mfurmation 18 priceless ™

Britam's conmbubion to the
search [or such weapuns s
being exiended with the trars
fer of hundieds of uoops fram
16 Awr Assauli Brigade lowards
ireq's botder with iran, where
intelhgence . guggesls evidence
way be four

US foices, who hgreed 1o

[T '

"begin Joint patmls‘séun th “'fnepd .
- He caoloned
ilragy, pahce to curb loohng.end Lhﬂtp(he fipht \va:tle y

- estore sorder inTBaghdad,
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