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15 Aprit, 2003
Dear Mr. Kautman,

Thank you for your jetter of 10 April. B -
I regret the fact that vou feal our coverage on the dgy Baghdad el

to American forces (8 April) was too negafive. BBC1 was, of

course, the only ferrestrial TV channsl {¢ broadeast live the symboiic
scane of Sadcam’s statua being toppled. However, | will tackile vour
specific criticisms in turn.

You begin with the BBC 1 News at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. In each case
you imply that the sffect or the interview batweaen tha news
presenier and Rageh Omaar was o undarplay the senss of
happinass in Baghdad. [ reach 2 rather different conclusion about
the impact of the exchange. If is cartainly true that felavision
pictures on the day the Senin Wall fell — or the day

Slobodan Milosevic lost power - showsad far mors peoplie than the
pictures from iast wesk., Howsvar, of course, that does not maan
paople did not 7zel an enormous sense of raiief orjoy. And that is
exactly the point that was clarifisd by the Journalism to which you
object. | quoie the relevant passage from Ragzsh Omaazar

“Fhe thing is that those dramatic scenas we saw just in front of
us from our hotel that we havs been reporting this war from -
was beamad live round the world, You weare sesing dozens, if
not hundreds, of similar scanes certainly on the bank of the
Tigris river, in the Shia suburbs where they came {o beat thair
chests in a Shia ritual that had baen bannad for years. | think
the word spread vafy fast and hundreds of such
demonstraiions fook place.”
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So we esiablished there were mors demonstirators than were

literally visibla io the cameras. [ am salisfied that neverhsless
thase public expraessions of joy ware not on the scale of some ©f tha
mass suphorig that accompaniad the end of the Cold War

— parhaps because many may havs fell concerned about their
safety.

Jeremy Paxman’s guestion o Paul Wood about the demonstrations
wzs not about whare the celebrations took place — but rather about

where the felevision pu::iw:s wera shot. | guoie the guestion o
Paul Wood :

"Paul, those pictures wers very dramatic, very telling, very
symbelic, but they were all in a small area. Can you judgs
tonight the widzr mood?"

Again— | believe this 1o ba a perectly proper queastion which
produced a perfecily reasonable answer rom Paul Wood. Paut
who speaks some Arabic, spent hours moving around the city that
day and talked to a number of people. | back his judgament both on
the nature of the celebratiors and ths naturs of public sentima ni.

As for the ‘Neawsnight’ inferview with Capiain Thorp,

Jeremy Paxman’s line of guastioning iegi’nmmef.y explored the
problem of Iooting and viclence. The interview was couriaously
conducted with Captain Thaorp in Doha. He put his case across
— ‘Newsnight' asked proper gquestions .

You suggest that our journalism has not besn sufiiciently sceptical
apout Iraal claims about civilian casuzliies. In ali the output that |
nave watiched or heard the figurss have always been sourced. 1 do
not think it would be right 1o refuse o publish them. As for tha
pictures of the childran with burns - this was the commentary from
Paul Wood:

"The hospitals are overflowing; the dociors are exhausted; the
dgrugs are runnhing ocut. This is another crisis for the Americans
to contend with.”
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| do not ~egard this 28 unreasonabla or unfair.

Finally you compare our coverage of tha antl-war demonstration in
mid-February with the coverage last Wednesday. | amnotsure
whether you think ws want overbeard ahout the million people who
marched in London. Atthatiims of course there was significant
public and Parliameniary opposition to the war. [tis not of itself a
decisive argument but | can assure you we have received eflers
and e-maiis rom many wno think we paid too iiftls atiention to it.

Yours sincaraly,
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(Richard Sambrook)
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