


Leading the response, Greg Dyla sad lus daily e:itoaal group rne°t:n~ had 'reen --L, t_-ctive in
spotting iriistakes and takin~ corrective acnon Ht was aware that the increased use of live
links 'oetwesn anchors and correspondents m tl:° field aave nse to journalists co.:L-ner.ta~:rg
rathei than repotang on events and this would be monitored Other pom:s made by the
Executtve _n response mc:ud°d,

T:1evlslon and Radio were coSPSIIItied to fc1loWlng-Tp the issues ?7sin,g :ior" Lne corLiiCt,

but this could mean the BBC's re;atronsh:p with the Government would remarr, dirf_cuit _n
the mon`~-is aheaa
Dwzng :he war, simulcasti~,a Ne~vs 24 on terresmal channels had been successful- Also,
special News 24 progra--nmes, adapted far f7e tessstna: channels, i:ad Lans_o:rn°3 BBC
One and Two's service, and Cun-entAffa-rs had p:oduced seve .-al special prog:as=es at
short notce.
The output from embtdded journalists had ftd the audience's hun l-er for iive news ; the
challenge was crsacng z hybrid through that to analysrs prov.dinothe context-
On Rado, rnore expenenced radio presente-s were deployec .n the fieid ane it was
the-efore necessary fer 1°ss expenenced s=a:: to anchor progra-rnmes, causing s=e
m=staices on-aL. The Asian Network had p:ovid°d a pla'form for Mashm coisnmurniues to
nut forward therr oriai on and t`is had led to so:n° senous debates

Concl iding the response, Richard San'=brook said 4-i-- cmicism about `moral ~qmvalence' in

relation to mte:-vi°ws with _he Iraqi lvZiruster for Infoi:nauon were somewhat exaggera_e3 as :t

was unlire:y that audiences were not abie to dist:ng-ursi : between t:m and UK Geve_nmer.t

nnntsters . Jffon. had De-_n made to strengthen the BBC's dialogue with fne =ha:-y, success

had been h-nrted and support from th°_ Governors would be welcorned in f--Ls area. T'h°

BBC's defenc° correspo7dent, Mark U--':)an, was excel]ent, but needed a wiaer profile on all

news oro_srammes and this would be addrassed- It was suiprissg that some iursor

cor_-esnondents had complatned to Gover..ors about iimaed zrrtime, as ail had 'oeen depioyed-

Fmal:y, m -esponse to a request from Govenors, details of the compensation and ca:--- the

BBC a5 an erIIpioye_r was providing to :~le=a.-Tnnlies of those 111_ed and eS?l0yee~ _nji:-red

would b° circu :ated .

Concluding the discussion, Gavyn Dav:es noted that the Board was united m its v35-,V t_hat the

BBC's best prnc:ples of impa:'.:a-__ty and incependence had been uph°Ie an-' th.s had 'D---n

achreveC in difficult n=rcanistances, backed up by stron.- leadership irom senior manag=nen:

Th:s year's Azmnal Repo~-t s_ould rn ::lude a special sec:)on on the BBC's covera2e of the war

m iraq .
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. . Account of the BBC Board of Governors' Meeting held on
Wednesday 30 ADril 2003

1. Main Business

-Ed1tOr.al issues dDrrllnated t17E business o? this Boa:d i?lee'-'n,g _n three d1if°ren! Vy'aVs

1TidT lTt IYQO

'I'he Director of News, Richard 5arn5_oolc, and the Director o_` Global News, Mark Bytiord,
brie:ed the Board on the BBC's dol=7estnc an,-2 in:°rnatlonal coverage of the Lraq'3Jar . Tiley
hlghllghted the editorial, lotr:stic and safety aspects of newsgat7enn= and promratnmir_j, and
discussed r--act' ons to the BBC's covera-~e Lom the public as well as pohacal and other opinion

forlne:s .

Issues -a-std in discusslor. inc'sded . ho,u relations between _he BBC and `he nnlhtar;+ nli=ght b°
fu-C1'.°: SI1prOGed ; the VcllatlOn betiw°-.n =il° public's and some 7C12ns' p°rc°Z'+tlOnf Of thE

BBC's coverage ; and plans across BBC Radio and Televtsion to produce proo=nes to analyse
the issues t:~at had arlsen =.o_n tae wa: (for E;:a,malE the flSmre of th° UN ; what?i:e wa- means for
Et:rope and the Middie East)

The Board coa=atulated Greg Dylc°. Richard and Mark on 'heir stewardship o_` i~ BBC's
coveraje flrrou?heut the pEaod of rmLtary conflict . They concludEd that he slg-rtflcant safety

1:E BBCs-islcs had compounded the nressure or. to-ui-nai.s :s and the.E`ore the fact tilaLt
fundamental pnnclpies of ln ;ependence and :>r~p2r'~laily vde.e upheld throughout is a testarilen :
to the pro:essionahsm of :7a.a-ement and Et=' allice .


