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From Yhe Chourman

8% July 2003

Rt Hon Geoffrey Hoon, MP
Secretary of State for Defence

. Minusuy of Defence
Room 205

Old War Ofhce Building

Whitehel!
London SWIA 2EU

Dear Geotf

Thark vou for today's lenter, which T believe you bave now released 10 the press.

1 have 10 say that the offer in vour lemer seems 10 be an atternpt to force the BBC
News Divigion 1o reveal the name or names of the source(s) used by Andrew Gilligan
on Todav and Susan Wats on Newsnight. You will recognise that i1 15 a cardinal
pnnciple of good journalism that sources should never be revealed, no maner how
1ntensc the pressure may be. As Chairman of the BBC, I stppont this prinaiple.

. In Sine with this praneirle, I do not myself know the 1dentity the source(s) mentioned
sbove, so I am unzable 10 accept vour offer of confirming whether their name(s) match
the person who has come forward at the Mintsty of Defence

Jwll be releasiag this letter to the press

Yaours s rely

ey
Gavin Davies /
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