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S'i' July 2003

Rt Hon Geoffrey Hoon, \2
Secretary of State for Defence
Mtmstry of Defence
Room 205
Old War Office Building
Whitehal l
London 5W I A 2EC1

Dear Geoi7

Thank you for today's letter, which I believe you have now, released To the 7ress,

I have to say that the offer in your leaer seems to be an atternpt to force the BBC
News Division to reveal tne name or names of the source(s) used by Andrew Gilligan
on Today and Susan Wans on Newsnight. You will recognise that it is a cardinal
principle of good journalism that sowces should never be revealed, no marter how
tntensc thepressl:re may be. As Chairman ofthe BBC, I support this principle .

In line with th.rs prnciple, I do not myself know the identity the source(s) mentioned
above, so I am unable to accept your offer of confsming whether their name(s) match
the Dcrson who has come forward at the M:rustry of Defence

I tivtll be releasutg tkvs letter to the press

G--I ~

Gavyn Dav1es /
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