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’,Q_Q_Q‘W My Jarnieo e

Thank you for your letter of 3 July. | am not clear why you seek dlarification of
the allegation referred to in my letter of the same date. Our correspondence
has related to ons allegation only and K is highlighted again in the first
paragraph of my letter. The allegation is that Andrew Gilligan's story of 29
May was ‘checked with MOD.' This is not true.

You say that the 8BC wants {o hear my views on reconstruction in iraq. |
would welcome an opportunity to discuss this subject and 1o reply to the
allegation that Mr Gilligan's story was 'checked with MOD". You will be aware
that, yesterday evening, the Today programme again asked fo interview me
about recanstruction in lrag but withdrew the bid on leaming that | would algo
wigh to address the second point.
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