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WMD: LEAKS

We spoke about this in the margins of the COS meeting this morning. There is clearly
an intense level of high level concem about leaks or unauthorised statements made to
journalists by members of the intelligence services or those close to them While | have no
reason to suspect anyone from the DIS, itis important that we do all we can 10 be satisfied
that this 1s the case, and to remind staff of their professional obligations

2. | discussed this with Sir David Omand last night and would be grateful if you could
ensure that the following action 1s taken:

- a notice to all staff (however discreetly handled) to report 10 you any suspicions
as to the identity of any leaker. Of particular concern will be anyone known to be
unhappy about the use made of the intelligence about '45 minute’ WMD readiness.
Please report any findings to me in the first instance;

- any information we have about particular known contacts in the MOD;

- a reminder to staff of the need to observe confidentiality in line with their
professional obligations and to report any concems about the use of intelligence to
the management/command chain only;

3. I stress that | do not have any specific suspicions of the DIS. The information in the
press is so generalised that it could have come from a much wider group, beyond DIS and
the Agencies. For that reason, neither Sir David Omand nor | believe a formal leak inquiry is
indicated, certainly at this stage. But we need to do all we can 1o investigate and tighten up-
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