vhe menace of lrag’s abiby 1o further develop 11 NoN cenvenhional weapons programmes

| have had no further contact with Andrew Gilhgan since May ZZnd

| did not even consider that | was the *source’ of Gilhgan’s snformation untl a fnend in RUSH
said that | should fook at the "Oual Evidence provided to the Foreign Affairs Comrmutiee” on 197
June because she recognised that some comments were the sort that | would make about lrag's
chemical and biological capacity The descrnption of that meetng m small part matches my
interaction with him especially my personal evaluation of Iraq’s capability but the overall character

1s quite different. | can only conclude one of three things Githgan has considerably embeliished
he has mei with other ingividuals who truly were intimately assocrated with

my meeling with g
ple direct and wndirect sources for hus

the dossier, or he has assembled comments {rom beth mult

articles

| should explain my “unusual” interaction with the mediz  In August 1931 | led the first
hictogical weapons inspection in frag. [ had no media exposure before that although anticipaliing
thal 1 would be inevitable T attended at my request the MOD Senvor Officers TV course at Willon

Park which served 1o make me aware of some of the pitfalls of journaism Duning and after the first
inspection as Chief Inspector 1 conducted a number of major press conferences including the
nternaticnally covered midday press buefing at the UN Head guarters in New York  That meant
that the media were very much aware of me thereafter Owver the next ten years [ undertook at the
cequest of MOD, FCO, CBD Porton Down, and the especially the UN press office and
UNSCOM/UNMOVIC press olficer both atinbutable nterviews and occasionally unattnibutable
buelings. All such nteractions were cleared by the zppropnate authonty  As my contact details
became known it became inevitable that direct approaches were made and { used my discretion as
whether | prowided information. My interaction with the media helped keep the issue of iraqg"s WMD
a hive issue 1 interact with the media on four 1ssues - Irag, Soviet/Russian bwlogical warfare,
smalipox and anthrax if it was technical information zvatlable from copen sources (and nearly all
requests were such) then | provided detaiis or more rezhistically @ clanficaton and explanation of
that infosmauon {l tend 16 be a human archive on lrag’'s chemical and biclogical programmes} I
i was about individuals {Iragi or UN) [ would comment oniy on ther role and not therr personality.
Comment on other matters were dechned although m the case of lrag it1s iImpossible Lo draw a clear
distinction between the truly technicsl and lraq’s pobuical concealment.

| have appeared on many Briush and fereign television programmes inciuding Today,
Panorama, Channel 4 News, Newsnight, ABC, CBS sixty minutes, CNN elc. and | continue ta get
requests 10 do so. Since September 11" 1 no longer talk 10 camera about lrag and rarely on other

tssues Al media reguests are referred 10 James Paver of the FCO FPress Office and most are now

discouraged from appreaching hum by my stating that | doubted that it would be possible

! have never served as a designated spokesperson {ofr any organisaton, never imtiated the
release of information on behalf of any orgamsation, and never discussed a JIC report. [ have never
contacted any journalist to claim that a newspaper report was correct (or incoirect). | have never
made a claim a2s 1o the umung of when any part of the dosster was included. [ have never acted as
a conduil to release of feak information. | have never discussed classified mformation with anyone

other than those cleared so to do. | do not feel “deep unease” over the dossier because tt s
completely coincident with my personal views on Iraq’s unconventional weapons capability.

with hindsight | of course deeply regret talhing to Andrew Githgan even though [ am
convinced that ! ar not his primary source of information. At the time of considerable disarray in
lrag | was eager to gain whaltever tirst hand information | could about the circumstances in iraq and
ndividuals associated with lraq’s WMD programme | anticipated, incorrectly, that | would shortly
retuen 10 Irag 1o debnef some of thase individuals and this 1s why [ have spoken to some journalists

who have also interacted with them recentiy
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