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DR KELLY

There have been requests to you for Dr Kelly to appear before both the FAC and
the ISC (on the same day, 15 July)

2. We had already offered him to the ISC and | recommend that you agree to that
request, although to avoid setting a precedent, you should stress that you only are content
for such a relatively junior official to appear given the exceptional nature of the evidence
that Dr Kelly could offer. As regards the FAC, however, | recommend that you resist, on
grounds that the FAC inquiry is completed (their report was finalised on 3 July, before we
had been able to talk to Kelly ourselves) and that a separate session to question Kelly
would attach disproportionate importance to him in relation to the subject of their inquiry as
a whole. The ISC, on the other hand, are only just beginning thetr work and are better
placed to ensure that Kelly's views are placed in the proper context (he 1s, after all, not the
Government's principal adviser on the subject, nor even a senior one). A further benefit of
an ISC hearing 1s that they can more easily handle national secunty dimensions, should
they wish to cover intelligence material with Kelly, although they might be prepared, given
the public interest, to hold most of their hearing in open session, although this could be
unprecedented.

3. A further reason for avoiding two hearings, back to back, is to show some regard for
the man himself. He has come forward voluntarily, is not used to being thrust into the
public eye, and is not on trial. 1t does not seem unreasonable to ask the FAC to show
restraint and accept the FA€ hearing as being sufficient for their purposes (eg testing the
validity of Gilligan’s evidence).
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4. It will, of course, be important to ensure that views that Kelly may express are not
necessarily taken to represent HMG's policy, or even the collective view of either our
intelligence or military expert communities. The ISC will be suitably placed to deal with
this through the further witnesses they already plan to call, eg John Scarett. The FAC,
with their hearing ended and report produced, would not be in that position.
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