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No 10
dismisses
Kelly as

" a ‘Walter
Mitty’
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BY PauL WAUGH journalists. “This guy was a led Iraq survey group'shuntfor  secretary at the MoD, and Sir
Deputy Political Editor Walter Mitty" he sald. weapons in Baghdad, David Qmand, Number 10's
R = Once hls name became MoD sources have nlso  head of intelligence and secu-
DOWNING STREET will spekte  Public and he was guestionad revealed that Dr Kelly was  rity, approached the commit-
defend itself over the death of Y MPsover theaffain DrKelly  being investigated for his con-  tee’s chalrman, Asn Taylor, oo
David Kelly by portraying the became incrensingly worried tacts with journalists long  3.Julyto suggest she may want
sclentiet as & Walter Mitty about his statements to the before the row over Mr  tccall Dr Kelly us o witness.
character who exaggersted his  BBC, the inslder sald. However, Mrs Tuylor s
own role In the Government’s _ Areason for his suclde was understood lo have told them
intelligence case againet Irag. the declsion by the Foreign Al- Gilllgaw's broadcast began. ut while the commiltee would
i Coming shartly before Dr Birs Select Cormittee to recall Downing Street will also seek e willing to question lhe sei-
" Kellyy funeral on Wednesday, Mr Gilligan to comment on his mmﬂadethe Hutton Inquiry,  enist, it could oot act “blind®.
?‘b the description of ome of ©OWn evidenco, the source ch begins ita formal hear~ e MoD would Brst have to
Britain's most respected 99ded. Dr Kelly went missing 183 0oxt woek, thatitand the jy5¢ 5 public statement that
weapons experts as a fantnaist 8t around the time the jour- MoD were forced to publicite  4n  unnamed official had
ia certain to spark fury among  nalist gave evidence and his Dr Kelly's name by a parlla-  gpuyggched his line manager
friends andformer colleagues, body was found a day later ~ TmeDiary committee. and wus clalmlng to be the
But, in what appears loben  near his Oxdordshire home. With Tony Blalr, Geolf Hoon,  potential source for Mr Gilll-
change of tactics by the Gov- The Duwnlog Street version  1he Defence Secretary, and  pan'y report. The committee
ernment, a senior Whilehall ofeventais sure tobe seized on Al“”t“,h' Campbell, Downing  yny worried that it might be
source told The Independent by the BBC as an admission Street's director of communl 0\ 150d of & cover up if Dr
that Dr Kelly had misled the thatDr Kclly had Indeed given cations, all dueto give evidenice, ppy's appraach were to be
Ministry of Defence and the Mr Gilligan gocd resson to the stakes couldn’t be higher [‘_”' Iater made pubile.
BBEC Andrew Ghllignn  make his claims sbont “sexing the Gommt. But 2a main poliowing the ISC's resp-
over clalma that 2 dossler used  Up” intelligence. plank of their defenco willbe 10 o0 My Hoon and Sir Kevin
to justify war againat Saddama  But the sciontist’s faraily 191t that the lntellligence and  gociged on the mfamous “con-
Huaseih had been “nexed up®.  And Mriends are sure to bo Security Cunm\itt:_e, wh‘d‘ 15 frmation strategy” in which the
Acconding to the Insider, Dr  appalled at the “Walter Mitty"” conducting its own ioquiry intd  p1on woyld Issue a statement
Kelly loid Mr Gilligan more description of o man wha was the intelligence case against ,.inp that an emplayes had
gte.umhhe imaw and then falled to no:ﬂnatedbfor tho Nobel Prige  [reQ 1R them v “‘;‘;gg:gg“ come forward and giving clues
ia emplpyers the whole and was about lo join the US- : 1 Dr Kelly *  toDr Kedly's identity. By the fol-
truth of his contacts with ) Sir Kevin Tebhut, permanent B —
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