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Subjeact: The Campball Row

Dear Governars

I*houignt that you might hke a quick up-date on the row waich Alastair Campoeli has caused it the la st two days about
tne BBC’s Irag covarags. This has not beer 3 pleasant coun's of day's, as you may well imagiral

Sirppet o al the surrounding "nstoric, Camobsil has mads two senarste accusations againsithe BEBC, Thess =ra
that:

.Tne B3C's overall coverage o7 1hs war was biased against the government, and was tiked n favoLir of those who
oset the wa', During the conflict idself, the B3C.over-emphasised storres wnich suggested that th e war was going
ity. Foiiowing the success of the milizary campagn, ths BRC then anempied to snow thar the Prim = Minister had

«&n thz ralon into she war on false pretences. _

2. The BBC, manmly in tha guise of Anarew & iligan, nas accused Mo 10 of "sexing un" the frst dossier on lrag
wzapens puolsned lest year. This iz a s by the BBC ard by Andrew Gilligan 3y repeating thass 3w0ries, the BBC s 1n
aifect accusing the Prime Mirisiar and cthers of ying

These two accusavons arg currantiy being handled by Grag, Richard Samorook and others 0 the managemeant team
I have been in close comast with tnem fo snsJra that they ars handiing the maser approprizigly, while lsaving room for
the Governors 1o adiudicate on the matter later 1f necessary,

in my mind, the twe accusations naed tc bs vewsd senaraisly rom the Governors' point of view. Tre first 15 an
accusation of general blas We have aiready in effect refuted this claim 1n our conclusions anout the war coverage In
recent ooard meetings, and in the Annual Raoa, | therefore f2al comfortahle In saying that the Governors kave

altready rejecied this blanket assault on the B3C's impartialy,

Or: the second accusation, t1e Govarnors hava not forrred & specific opimon In tha first instance, 1t is upto
rmaragemenito renly fo the crique as they ses it | have wid Greg and Ricnard to taxes great cars to ensure ‘nat n
a2 Dly ihsy give, thay can complataly substantiara sverything they say, and must not justify tne 3BC’s eariar achin-a
E.'ss they are on firm ground. They fully accept tn's, and are aware that 2 subsagusni complamt by Campozll, ora
Jeneral enquiry, zould result in the Governors forming & judgment on whatner thay have acted appropriataly, |
-eryoptimistic that tney will indeed ast aporopriately, put | am alse awars that | need, on your benalf, to keop some

wistance from s at the present time,

1

I beheve ihat Greg and Richard are lixely to reply to Campbelizoccay. | will ssnd VOU tnelr repy as soon as it s
ava.abls

No 10 1s currently iaunch.ng a ful! fro-tal assavit agamnst the B2C's imoarzality and mrizpendencs. | hopa you will
agres that the oi1g picture indiza‘ss that the Govermors must rejsct tnis attemot 10 bully the B3C. However, we must
i®avs seme room for reaching an independant judgwent on the benaviour of the naws divisior, should this bacome

necessary at g tater date,

s

Piezse ring o” e-mail ms if you would liks o dc 80 on any aspecrt of this matiar,
Zeost wishes

Gavyn
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