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Gavyn Davies

From: zzFabian Monds-PRIVATE
Sent: 28 June 2003 22 49

To: Gavyn Dzvies

Subject: RE The Campbsll Row

Dear Gavyn,
Your 'ne surrenasr’ approach w this very difficulf stuaticn s & very famihar Jlster strategy Vou are of course
absolutely corract, this is INdead a t'ma for the Govarnors to stand up and be counted From all the repons, .nciuding
the BBC rself - and our coverage of the controvarsy over the past few Gays has been excellent - therra does appear to
b some uncertan:y over the claim by Andrew Giligan's source Bur this 1s less wmporiant than Tespondng vigorously
to the extavagant accusations of lving from Alastair Campbeli ard others So ! fully support your datermination nct 1o
buckle 1o Governmrent pressure. whilst aiso cortemplaung the possibla consequences for the Corpo rauch of such g
principled stana But the prics of gving in woula bz greater
| suppose that it may be possible to reacn a settlement with No 10 which botn sides can lve with' at some stage - you
and some of our colleagues ara muck better olazed than me 10 2ss2ss this But thar s for another day, and not bafors
tne FAC report, | would suggest
tis good that you are leaaing us srrongly on this
With best wishes,

abian
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From: Gavyn Davies
Sent: 29 June 2003 21-21
To: ‘ryder@parliament uk'; zzrabian Monds-PRIVATE; Lisa Kelse, rane suams@werr Co ux'; 'gIS08c al pipex com’,

ramit s@ukonene co uk, ‘hoggs@pariament.uk'; 'dgieeson@mygleasor.com', zzDermot Glesson; zz Bame Paulipe Newvilie-
Jores, Ruth Deecr-INTERNET, 'angela sa-kis @bantara- com', Smen Minar-SEC, Catharne Eass, Helen Tunley,
'r.m Jon=s@oango- az k'

Subnect; The Campball Row

Dear Govarnors

F'am sure we have all had & trying weekend, reading the press and listening to broadcasts on tha Camphel/BBC
row The press commentary over the weakend has not been uniformly gocd for the 8BC posimon, butit has
ceriainly been very bad from the government pont of visw, as was the opmicn pol data in the Newws of the Warld
foday My hunch is that the govarnrent would now like the row 5 go away, anc this hzs been reimforsad by the
fact that Alastar Campbsl has said that he wil return to "business es usual", at izast until he sses e report of the
Foraign Affarrs Committee on Monday wesk itis cizar that some Labour MPs feai that Campbell did himsalf ang
the government damage Dy nis performance on Channel 4 news on Friday, and they now want 1o calm things

. down

=aving said that, | think it 15 unknowable whetner tne FAC will rule in the BBC's favour on tha £5 mipume ciaim mn
the Septemoer dossier They might do so, but 15 also possibie that they will say that the fruth 1s confused, since
ezny drafts within the mtefigence community aid not inciuds the 25 minute claim, while later ores did. O thay may
eoncewvadly just conclude that the first draf which was seen by Mr Camobell did indead inciuds thae 45 mirute
claim, as he nas always argued This latter form of judomeant would be creblematic, espeoialiy of Campbell then
files & formal complaint which goss for adjudicaton either to the Govarnors or the BSC

Scme may thersfore argue ihat there could b= asvantage for the BBC n reaching a setiement witrt No 10 which
botr sides can live with, perhzos in acvancs of, or snortly aftar, the publication of the CAG report Howaver, |
remain firmly of tre view ‘hat, In 2 hig pictars se1ss, i s aosoniely critical for the BBC gmergs from this row
witholt being seen to puckle in the face of government pressurs f the BBC allows itsel to be bulliad by this sort
of behaviour from No “0, | beheve that this cowd fatally damage the trust whizh the pusiic pacas n us

Furthermera | think we should remember that the main historic rols of the Governors has nazn to shield the B53C
from s sors of auempt to exern political mussle over oyur nsws output This, if s2ems to ma rezlly 1s 2 mement for
the Governors 10 stang Up and be countad Sa, | hops you wili agree that, whatavar emerges about the precise
deszils of the 45 minute claim, we must not give any greund which threaiens the fundamental tdependence of our
news cutput, or suggests that e Governors nava buckles to government pressure

My last thought 1s this it may rever be definitively crovan whathas tha detals of the claim made by Andrew

G lgan's source wa-2 100% acclraie ornot And of course | -acognise nat the Producers' Guidelines must be
seen to be unheld But!do not benave na: the BBC hzs lied to the publiz, or tha! it has accusad the Prima
Minister of tying, or that it has bean wrong to pizce g great aeal of SCruliny on ine valdity of tha governmen''s
inteligence doss srs Sucn have bean tha Froven ‘allings in these dossiers, | wonder whethar the Today
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