Gavyn Davies

From: zzDame Paulins Nevlls-Jones
Sant; 04 July 2003 21 09
Tc: Simon Milner-SEC, Vansssa Michna', 'Angeiamsarkrsm, zzDe rmot Gleesaon,

' r davies @ uglacetely 2=z b o Moncis-PRIVATE,

Cavyn Davies Mgkt G D455t prony hoogs @ sesmmesmmpny
irens adams D, 'mW&ifEf@_. I'm jones@ ;
'nchard.eyre@m, Ruth Deech-fNTERNET; ‘ryder@f“‘ '‘Sandra
Madlzy', 'Sus Watson'
Subject: RE Governors' Meeting on Sunday nignt
O Cavyr's frst pont, | do think we nesd to ba clear DY wnai we mean about tha ‘accuracy” of " tha Gigan story"
Gilugan raported 2 source as naving clatmed tra* the dossiar as sexeq up. We do not nae o Judges the accuracy of

ite source's claim and WE appeartc have assurances from the Heasd of News that the source, thourgh

'neorroncrated, was consinerad fo e boin reliabie and in 5 position to know such tnat it was nghtts rely on it 8o far,

r good N
What however dees not s2em to me to be a matter of factua! accuraczy, but of interoretation, properticnaity and good
Judgement je good journalism, 1s the 188ue of the relative prominence given vy the corporztion to this story a5
compared with tha denrals coming from other Sources, inciudirg onas that shoylg Fave commandzad respect viz the
KNOWN bosthon of the Head of the uoint inteligence Committea 'tis much harder sor Campbell to SCCuse the BRE o
l¥ing- aither directly, or by omiss.on of Siner evidence- if we can demorstrats that we gave the denials due
prominence What, pisass, |s the evidence concerning this aspect of ediora| suidalines? In my view, this 1z 2 matter

for tne Govermors since i s typically just the sor of thing that the Govarnors' Complaints Committea s callad upon o

adiudicars

2n the guestion of systemic bias on war coverage, | do not tnink 1t will de Us good 10 appear to gve a kneejerk
reachion | do not stggest we back away from RrEvICLs verdicts, out | do think we should say that, whiis having nc
r=ason {o vary our previous Judgement on tha bzgs of ne evidence avalable fo U8, in view of the seriousness of the
aliegztiors oemng made, we, tre Govs have asked the BG 1w conduct a fub review with tre heip of ape ortwo externs)
experis to enable him and curszlves to verdy our Previols judgameant We wll nead to say that we ars presared to
publisk the conclusiors Timing for the garly Altumn 1 wa do this, we w)!l.

Neot disavow managament,

Get past the accusaton tnat the B3C naver admits error- wa zre havirg a secend look

By including some CUS1aers gt over tra BCousation of whitewash

Hoid the siruation pastine Launck of the Annus’ fepotans the DCMS Commitias which w.ll ctherwise be virfuglty
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