RADIO 4 TODAY PROGRAMME
MAY 29TH 2003

ANDREW GILLIGAN PIECE

JH The government 15 facing more questions this moming
over 1ts claims about weapons of mass destruction in Iraq  Our
defence correspondent is Andrew Gilligan. This 1 particular
Andy 1s Tony Blair saying, they’d be ready to go within forty
five minutes.

AG: That’s right, that was the central claim in lus dossier
which he published in September, the main erm, case 1f you
like agamst er, against frag and the main statement of the
British government’s belief of what 1t thought Iraq was up to
and what we’ve been told by one of the senior officials in
charge of drawing up that dossier was that, actually the
government probably erm, knew that that forty five munute
figure was wrong, even before 1t decided to put 1t in What this
person says, 1s that a week before the publication date of the
dossier, it was actually rather erm, a bland production. It
didn’t, the, the draft prepared for Mr Blair by the Intelligence
Agencies actually didn’t say very much more than was public
knowledge already and erm, Downing Street, our source says,
ordered a week before publication, ordered 1t to be sexed up, to
be made more exciting and ordered more facts to be er, to be
discovered.

JH: When you say ‘more facts to be discovered’, does that
suggest that they may not have been facts?

AG: Well, erm, our source says that the dossier, as 1t was
finally published, made the Intelligence Services unhappy, erm,
because, to quote erm the source he said, there was basicallty,
that there was, there was, there was unhappiness because it
didn’t reflect the considered view they were putting forward,
that’s a quote from our source and essentially, erm, the forty
five minute point er, was, was probably the most important
thing that was added. Erm, and the reason it hadn’t been 1n the
original draft was that 1t was, 1t was only erm, 1t only came
from one source and most of the other claims were from two,
and the 1intelligence agencies say they don’t really believe it
was necessarily true because they thought the person making
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