the claim had actually made a mistake, it got, had got mixed
up

JH: Does any of this matter now, all this, all these months
later? The war’s been fought and won

AG: Well the forty five minutes isn’t just a detail, it did go to
the heart of the government’s case that Saddam was an
imminent threat and it was repeated four times 1n the dossier,
including by the Prime Minister himself, in the forward; so I
think 1t probably does matter. Clearly, you know, 1f erm, if i,
if it was, 1f 1t was wrong, things do, things are, got wrong n
good faith but 1f they knew it was wrong before they actually
made the claim, that’s perhaps a bit more serious

JH: Andrew, many thanks; more about that later.

END OF FIRST RECORDING

JH: Twenty eight minutes to eight. Tony Blair had quite a job
persuading the country and indeed his own MP s to support the
invasion of Iraq; his main argument was that Saddam had
weapons of mass destruction that threatened us all. None of
those weapons has been found. Now our defence
correspondent, Andrew Gilligan, has found evidence that the
government’s dossier on Iraq that was produced last
September, was cobbled together at the last minute with some
unconfirmed matenal that had not been approved by the
Secunty Services. Now you told us about this earlier on the
programme Andy, and we've had a statement from 10
Downing Street that says it’s not true, and let me just quote
what they said to you. *Not one word of the dossier was not
entirely the work of the intelligence agencies’. Sorry to submit
you to this sort of English but there we are. I think we know
what they mean. Are you suggesting, let’s be very clear about
this, that it was not the work of the intelligence agencies

AG: No, the information which I’'m told was dubious did come
from the agencies, but they were unhappy about it, because
they didn’t they think it should have been in there, They
thought it was, 1t was not corroborated sufficiently, and they
actually thought 1t was wrong, they thought the informant
concerned erm, had got 1t wrong, they thought he’d
misunderstood what was happening,.
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