I mean let’s, let’s go through this. This is the dossier that was
published in September last year, erm, probably the most
substantial statement of the government’s case agamnst Iraq.
You’ll remember that the Commons was recalled to debate 1t,
Tony Blair made the opening speech. It 1s not the same as the
famous dodgy dossier, the one that was copied off the internet,
that came later. This 15 quite a serious document. It domnated
the news that day and you open up the dossier and the first
thing you see is a preface written by Tony Blair that includes
the following words, ‘Saddam’s military planning allows for
some weapons of mass destruction to be ready within forty five
minutes of an order to deploy them’. Now that claim has come
back to haunt Mr Blair because if the weapons had been that
readily to hand, they probably would have been found by now
But you know, it could have been an honest mistake, but what I
have been told is that the government knew that claim was
questionable, even before the war, even before they wrote it in
their dossier.

I have spoken to a Bnitish official who was involved in the
preparation of the dossier, and he told me that until the week
before 1t was published, the draft dossier produced by the
Intelligence Services, added hitle to what was already publicly
known. He said, ‘It was transformed 1n the week before it was
published, to make 1t sexier. The classic example was the
statement that weapons of mass destruction were ready for use
within forty five minutes. That mmformation was not in the
ongmal draft. It was included in the dossier against our
wishes, because it wasn’t reliable. Most things in the dossier
were double source, but that was single source, and we
believed that the source was wrong’

Now this official told us that the transformation of the dossier
took place at the behest of Downing Street, and he added,
‘Most people in intelligence weren’t happy with the dossier,
because 1t didn’t reflect the considered view they were putting
forward’. Now I want to stress that thus official and others I've
spoken to, do still believe that Iraq did have some sort of
weapons of mass destruction programme. ‘I believe 1t is about
30% likely there was a chemical weapons programme in the six
months before the war and considerably more likely, that there
was a biological weapons programme We think Hans Blix
down-played a couple of potentially interesting pieces of
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