BBC

NEWSNIGHT

2/€6/03

SW

I think 1t 13 important that 1f peorle aczually
have evidence, they produce 1t, but 1t 15 wrong
frankly for people toe make allegations con the
basis of s¢ calleac anonymeous scources when the
facts are precisely the facts that we've stated.
But 1in some cases anonymous sources could be the
cnly way to gain ar. ns.ght inte the
intelligence world, We’ve spoxen to a senior
cfficial intimately involved with the process of
pulling <=tcgether the original September 2002
Blair weapons' dossier. We cannot name thais
person because thear livelihood depends on
ancrymity. Our source made clear that 1in the run
up to publishing the dess:zer tne government was
obsessed woth Zfinding intelligence on 1i1mmediate
Iraci threats and the government's 1nsistence
the ITIragi threet was 1mminent was a Downing
Street interpretation of intelligence
conclusions. His point 135  that, while the
intelligence cemmunity was agreed on the
potential Irag: threat in the future, there was
less agreement about the threat the Iragis posed

at that moment. Our socurce said:
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That was the real concern, not so much what they

had now but what they would have 1n the future,
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