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95. We also asked Sir David Omandf he was aware of any concerns in the intelligence
community He replied that i the organisations for which he had responsiiity he was
not aware of any concems, but that the Committee would need to ask the MoD about the
DIS as that was not his responsibiiity Sur David then wrote to the MeD to inform it that
we were likely to ratse this issue when the Defence Secretary came to give evidence

96. Prior to lus first appearance before us en 22 July, the Defence Secretary recelved a
minute that stated that two members of the DIS had written with concerns over the text
in the draft dossier, The recommendation of this MoD minute was that any attempts by
the Commuttee to see the letters from the staff or to take evidence from them should be
resisted but that the Committee should be informed of the areas of concern.

97. When we spoke to the MoD on 22 July about whether or not any DIS statf had
expressed concerns abot the drafting of the dossier, the Defence Secretary told us that
. “there had been a dispute” in the context of the 45 minutes claim about whether it was
better to say that the intefligence was “showmng™ or “indicanng” . The Defence Secretary
did not tell s that two members of the DIS had written with concerns Nor did his
officials, even when pressed on this matter, after the Defence Secretary had left

98, The then CDI. Awr Marshal Sir Joe French, told us that.

“ . for each paper [ would have the range of specialists who had been tnvolved in

them, obviously sphitiing haws on particular words. But wltimately, puthing ‘gp,
45 punutes n a miluary context when this was gong through, | had to make a
corporate decision on whici draft we would actually live with So the fact that this
discussion goes on was jusli d weekly event as far as I was concerned — lively debate

within the DIS”

99 We were told that all the concerns had been discussed within the DIS as part of the
normal drafting process The Defence Secretary said that.

“[ think that's a rather healthy indication and f think it's a rather healthy situation
that people have both the self-confidence to say “hang on. we think this word 1s not
quite as accuraie as it should be', and moreover that the system not only tolerates
that but encourages i’

We recognise that such debate 1s healthy and that at the end of a discussion a decision
needs to be made, and that the CDI makes the decision for the DIS

100. It was not until shortly before his appearance before the Hutton Inguiry that the
current Deputy Chief of Defence Intelligence (DCDI), Martin Howard, informed us that
two members of the DIS had written to their line managers on 19 and 20 September with
concerns over the language used in the draft dossier. These letters had also been copied
1o the then DCDI, but not to the Defence Secretary or the JIC Chairman.

29

—— B8 < |
&30 [0 6



