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Dear Alzstair,

_ Thark you for vour lettars. | will réspond in detail to-the questions
you raise but first want to make soms general points.

Itis not trus 1o say | always try {o justify =l our journalism. | have
zdmilied emrors in tha past, will do so hera and no doubt in tha
future — whera appropriate. All journalism is imperfact. Howsver
ours is not 2s flawad as you repestadly suggest. Neither are we
nalve enough o suppese the timing of this parficuiar complaint is
pure chanecsz,

=egarding Deavid Aaronovitch's column, we discussed it harz ot
some length. Thare have basn occasions on soma of our
Programmes wisre the cass for war might have baen put more
strongly. Whers we have identifiad thoss over recent wesks wea
have sought rapidly to corract any imbalance. Thers have also
baan many programmes whars ‘ha argumenis in support of
Govermment policy hava bzen heard consistently and strongly: on
our main TV bulleting for example with thelr focus on the Prima
Minister and Cabinet spokesmen.

We have gone to Considerable effor, in currant affairs programimes
like “The Cass Against Saddam” and Jane Corbin’s Pansrameas
clearly to outline tha nature of the Iraqi regimzs and the threat it
poses.
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