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N reguiar phone-in Programmes we hava Made subsiantial s rts
to ensure Pro-Govarnment Voices on iraq were hearg - whan not
that many ware naturally coming forward - and N programmes ke
Question Tima' we have thought long and harg about how 1o Creats
the right panal witk a-balancad audience. | could goon, butthe
point is that looking across Our programmes | do ot accept that pur

Journalism hag shown 3 sustained bigs against the Government's

Irag poficy.

laccept wa coulg have bean switter in some of our programmes o

analyse the shift i public opinion SUggesied by ths Polls this weak

- but by Wedmesday we had given a great deal of Prominenca
Cross our output ip the polis,

As for the Commons vota - { bafisve it was joumaiistica}fy right to
give gregtar Weight 1o the firs: vote. it was that vote which Mustrated
the siza of tha rebellion and was the heart of the story. We know
from speaking to MPs in the lobby that some of them switchag their
voie on the subsiantiva Motion fo express solidarity with British
miiilary forces. Further, John Reid was glven ample Spportunity on
Today’ on V\/ednesday moming to point out thadio 1 SUs30rt from
Labour MPs for the sscong Volg,

You are UNhappy aboyt Wednesday’s Redic 4 NEWspaner review,
Thess reviews are not arithmatic exercisss. The Clara Short story
Was givan Unususliy vivig reatmeant in some of the moming papers
—and henca that story was strongly reflecred in the 0840 raviayy,
That was a reasonabie edjtorigl judgement. | need 1o point out inat
Wo minutes of ine review was given over to the Prime Ministerg
speech and that at 0740 tha funning order was reversed; that raview
began with Newspapar coverags of tha Prime Ministar's speech,



