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Andrew GI”%Q::D § use of tha phrase “within a few hours” vwas
not precise and perhaps =g may have suggestad he knew
when air strikes would begin. But the mors important poirt
concermns civilian casualties. Many psople, including tre Prime
Minister, have said innocent paopis will die in war. | do nof
see Andrew Gilligan’s point as controvarsial pariict'arly as it
came in the context of a discussion about the likely progresss
of war in which hs had already talked of Saddam's
‘niransigencn More broadly the 'Today programmes has
reporied the naturs of the tragi regime in numsrous ways over
recent weaks. There hava baen intervisws with haqx reflugses
in Britain, and with dissidents, about the realities of life under
Saddam. There have also been reports from Kurdistan about
Saddam Hussein's treatment of the Kurdish population.

| do not agres with you about the guaiity of the Rageh Crniaar
report. The phrase you guote is clearly reported speach and
does not indicats his persenal view of US and UK intentions.
It is a comment which suggests that these to whom he had
spoken wera apprehansive, and primarily concarmnsed for thai
personal safely rather than in any way daflant,

We discuss the conditions undar which our {sams are

oper g d aily. Untl now there have not been the same
restrictions on their movements as applied in previous
conflicts - although that is likely to change and we will tell our
audiences when it does. And from time fo time — when
ﬁdnori:‘ly appropriate — our correspondants havs alr mdy
pointed ocut that they are not able 1o see a particular piace or
racility. | should note that today — and for the first time - 1rac
authorities are looking 2t somz of our reports before
ransmission. We will Ist the audience know that.

Of course | understand the issue about self-censorship - and
thal you wouid prefer we weare not there. Howsaver, again in
line with oiher organisations, we bslieve it is important to
report from Baghdad and, as | havs indicated above, none of
our audisnces can bs under any illusion about the nafure of
the iragl regime.



