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simply untree. The JIC provides regular inteliigence assessments to the Prime
Minister, other ministers and serior oficizls on a wide range of forzign policy
and international sscurity issuss.
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Andrew Cilligan said: .. there’s 2bsolutely no doubt that there was rather
a major 10w in that Comumitiee”. This is false, whatever his “source” tzlls him,
As the Prime Minister has made clear, all the intzlligence in the September

dossier was there with the complete authority of the JIC. Thers was no row.

Do you accept thar what Gilligan said this morning about the composition
and role of the JIC is inaccuraie? What, if anythins, do vou intend to do about
it? )

The BBC’s reporting on the WMD issue has bean driven for days now by
the false claim of a single uncorroboratad source that Gilligan claims to be
reliable. The Prime Minister, after consulting the Chairman of the JIC who was
able to speak on behalf of the Agencies represented om ii, has emphatically
denied the claims made by this single uncorroborated source, yet your reporiing
continues 1o be driven by it, not just on the Today programme, but across the
BBC. Atno point has the reliability of Gillizan's source been questoned or
diszussed by the BRC.

Strategic intelligence assessments are presentad to the government by the
JIC who receive intelligence informarion on 2 comrinual basis. The JIC draw on
2 wide range of experience and expertise to assess the information for its
reliability and strength. As the Prime Minister s2id in a speech on the sabject,
some of the raw intelligence is reliable; some of it may be misinformation; some
of It will be zossip; other material will Be based on technical intelligence
gathering. Following a rigorous process of assessment and analysis this
information is presented to the Prime Minister and other Ministers,

I would like to ask about the rigour of the process which the BBC applizs
to 1s reporting. Do you have a process to fiiter out potential misinformation,
gossip, unreliable or uncorroborated informarion? What is that process?

Iz particular I would like to know what checks and balancas have been
applied o some of Mr Gilligan's reporfing cof information from ‘anonymeous
intelligence sonrces’ or indesd how the BBC’s own Guidelines are appliesd. You
cannot have missed the irony that one of the central (albeit falss) charges agsim
us (narmely that the 45 minutes cle'm in the dossier was based on a singlex
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