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uncorreboraied source) wes itself broadeast on the word of single uncorroborated
source; or that Gilligan chose on 24 September to DIesent (28 government's
asscssment a8 saying lirtle that was new (and claimed that he already knew about
the 43 minures readiness to deploy CB weapons) but subseguently (Mail on
Sunday, 1 June) claimed it was “very revelatory indeed”,

With regard to the report on the BRC Today programims lzst Thursday ar
0607 (tramseript enclosed), can you explain 1o me how it conforms with the
BBC's own producer guidelines, in particular the following thrae.

1. "Programmes should be reluctant to rely on enly one source. "

At what level was the decision taken 1o ruz. this story, based on only one
uncorroborated source, znd to cominue to un this story afier an official denial,
mede on the authority of the Prime Minister and the Agencies themselves?

2. "The authority of programmes can be undermined by the usz of
anonymous contributors whose status the cudience cannot Judge. "

What acrions did BBC editors and mazagement take to epsure the authority
of the Today programme was not put in question by the use of this anonymous
contribution? Are you, or the editors of all the outlets which have o T2ports on
Gilligan’s claims, aware of the source’s professional status, the organisation he
works for, his sendority and credibility? Have you, or the editors mace any
inguiries?

3. "conrributors’ credentials may need to be checked ard corroborated
several times. Documeritary evidence may be needed to validate both siories and
contributors’ identities. It will usually be appropriate to seek corroboration Jrom
Sources other than those sugpested by the contributor. "

Prior to broadeast what actions did BBC editors and management take to
ensure the above guideline was complied with? Mr Gilligan's own accowunt of his
‘source’ in newspaper atticles would suggest it was not. Do the BEC hawve
documentary evidence to validate either the story or the source of this tem? Did
the BBC szek corroboration from other sources prior to broadeasting the story?
Did you offer any oppormnity for a Teply 10 some very serious allzgatioris being
made about the reliability of the dossier produced by the JIC?
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