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of defeat
in Iraq
dossier row

Ey Tom Baldwin,
__David Charter
and lan Cobamn

THE BBC was prepanng for
defeas jast mght i ats battle
with Dowiung Strect #s 1* be-
came apparent that a repart by
MPs will clear Alastair Camp-
bell of ‘sewng up’ the intelli-
gence dossier on iraq

Cotparatron executives
have acgnoweaged to The
Times that “heads may roil” af-
ter such 2 verdict f-om the Fo=
aign Affairs Commuttee and
that they will have to proad-
cast a correction over the most
contentious charge Jevelled at
Dowmng Strest.

Thes was a report by the de-
fence correspondant Andrew
Guligan that Dowmng Street
fo~ced tine intelligence services
te indude ‘uvareliable” mier-
matwon about Irags capaciy
to depioy weanons of mass de-
strurtien within 45 nunates

Mr Gilbgan s position 15 tm-
mediately unaer threat. not
least becauvse of an arhcle he
wrote for the Mail an Sunday al-
legmg tnat Mr Campbell had
personally ordered that the
<laim be mserted.

THE articre, for which the
corparation aceepts ' vicarious
labiy™ 15 understood to
have dismayed Richacd Sam-
braok, the BBC's Head of
Mews He has banned br Gilli-
gan fram Futner freelance ac-
ity and promused to tghten
Tuizs an s joarnaists wittmg
{for newspapers

ir. a further sign that the
BBC s beginnmg te chmb
dawn ine corporabon began
anntemal inqury o its han-
dirng of the story and whether
the Government had sufficent
opnastunity 1o respona before
the repart was broadcast.

Mr (Gilbgans wnformation
ceme from a singie source
withu tae intelligence comma-
Rty sad to be credible figure,
but not 2 name instantly recog-
misable ever to people familiar
with e sutject The inform-
ants 1deatity has smce been
duclosed to Mr Sambrool,
and his posshon 15 knowr 1o
Kewvin }farsh, the editor of the
Tooay programme, and to
Greg Dvke, the BBC Director-
General, R

Tne BBC hes tmiéd to con-

tact the source agaw and ask
supplementary questions si.ce
the original report on Mav 28,
but has been unsuccessfi] “be-
cause of the matre of huis
position

1t emerge that Mr Gilixpan
thd not take a pen and nate-
beok to his meeting with the
soirce and zpparently wrote
up tus notes of the meeting on
a Palm Puot This has since
been handed ta the BBC,
which says that it 15 satifien
the notss are  centemp-
oranegus

Publicly, the BBC i shll
stancing by Mr Giligan's re-
port, with executives nsishng
1that sorme of what was allegea
has been shown to be true
Thss included information that
the 45-minute damm was me-
serted into the dossier at a late
stage apd thar &t came from a
single mtethpencs source,

Last ught the BBC alsa lugh-
Lighted what 1t sad were dis-
crepancies befween the raw m-
telugence, warmng that lrags
WMD could be “delveren to
units” within 45 mimutes, and
the dossier's descnpbon o
such  weapans berg  “de-
plaved” wittun such a penod.

The BRC believes tnat Mr
Gilngan s source 15 credibe
but accepts that the descrip-
tron of Mr Campbell's invol .e-
ment in “sexirg up” the dossi-
er may liave been a "genenic”
term for polmeal pressure on
the intelirgence services They
point gut that the ongwna: To-
day programme report did nat
menton Mr Campbell becavse
editors feared the reference
was “ambiguous”

If the BBCs case were to
crumrole becavse of Mr Gilli-
gan’s mewspaper arbcle, it
=oLld have “more senious con-
sequences for lum” than for
other semor staff, one exeru-
tive sa.d vesterday However,
he adder. “If we are proved, un-
eguvocally, to have got thus
wrong then peaple w.ll have
lo go, up 1o and possibly ne-
luding Richard Sambreoi. But
we are & long way from that”

Athcugt the MPs' report to
pe pubbsned on Monday will
Contirued on page 2, col 3
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~ BBC on edge!

BBC on brink of
dossier defeat

Conkrmuoed from page 1
effectively rlear M- Camphell,
its conclasons will be qual-
fied by saving that they were
reached only on the bass on
the infermstion aculaple

The rommuttes will atack
the Government s refusal to al-
low MPs to cross-examine
John Scarlett, the enarrman of
the jon* Inielugence Commut-
tee, and fnake scathng ch-
ausirse of a February befing pa-
per — the so-calied “dodgy
dosster” —whyen meluded pla-
parzsed matenzl from a stu-
dent thesis The BBC 1= expert-
ed to sewze on this as ewidence
the Government mushandled
wnteligence matenal and 1n
some cases used unrelizbie in-
formabon to sustan its case
ca Irags WMD threat

Mr Dyk= 15 saud to believe
that Mr Campbell has been
“itching” to awtack *he BRC
afier being angered by its
reports from Baghdad and the
promipence it gave to the La-
bour revolt agammst war This
has been a Iong time 1 com-
g Stearn has aeen buid.ng
for some ttme,” an innider smd
Mr Dyke a former Labour do-
nor and has been determined
to prove bis independence.

However, Mr Campbell 5
understood to have Mr Dyke
In ms sights hehevmg tha* the
BBC shonid not be ailowed ta
make Mr Gillsgan a whipping
boy jor decisions made by the
torporgbon s sentor hierareny

Ministers are evpected fo
use Monday's report as an
opportinicy io attack the “rul-
fure of eynicism” which they
say penvades palibcal journal-
15m at the BBC.

There were signs iast pght
that the BBC was ready to
change the hine of aitack, with
news bulletins concertrating
on 2 Coromons row aver tne
“dodgy dossier” The Teres
toak tne same appraash and
Michael Ancram, the Shadow
Foreign Secretary, provored
fury by telling MPs yesterday
taa* Mr Blaur had “duped” Par-
liament gver tae Febr,ary dos-
sier "Far from being an ntell:-
BeTICE SErvice OF even a Jownkt
Intellgence Committes pro-
duchion, its authors were the
ubiquitous Alastar Campbell
and s small band of aco-
Iytes,” he sard.

David Biunkett protested
that the remarks were "scurns-
ous unsubstanbated and dis-
graceful”
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