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management activity since the drcadeast that required exanunauon  For sxample,
careful Janguage had not been apphed by Andrew Galligan throughout

» Gavyn Davies was absolutely firm that the Board should not seek to widen the
debate to the Producer Gudelines more generally The Board was bemng asked at
this meeting to determine whether the Guideles as currently published had beern
upheld. Alastair Campbell had cnticised the BBC's coverage of the war and this
must be refuted  Likewise, if the Board agreed, 1t shouid maxe clear why 1t
believed the BBC was rght to broadeast Andrew Giligan’s report. He noted that
t1e Governors’ Programme Complaints Committee was a vehicle for handiing
complaints of this nature; but 1t was perfectly proper and in the public interest TOr
the Board as a2 whole to consider tus matier  In any case, & formal complamt had
not been recezved about the Andrew Gilligan report.

e If there was 2 convincing argument that the BBC should back down froin 1ts
confrontation witn the Govamment then 1t shouid do so. However, there was nons
so Govearnors should support the B3C’s journalists unless it was felt that proper
procedurss had ot been followed.

s The Beard’s discussion should be considerad in the context of what the FAC’s
report migh: conclude It woula probably cnticise the Government about the
February “dodgy dossier” and to some extent also the September dossier  Bu® it
was hiely also to eriticise the BBC for its reporting thersof.

Newspaper articles bv BBC joumnalists

e There was scme support for commenting more generally on proposals to nghten
the gmdelines i relation to BBC journalists writing newspaper arucles and
creating. rather than reporting the news

¢

Summensimg this pa of the discussion, Gavyn Davies said the Board remained of the
view that the BBC’s coverage of war i Traq was impart:al. Most Governors were
somewhat concerned about Today’s contacts with Number 10 and the need to
establish 1f proper procedures had besn follewed On the other hand, some were not
convinced that Teday was required to contact Number 10. There was a lack of clarity
on whether this was appropriaie or not.

The Board of Governors was then joined by the foliowing'

Greg Dyke Director-General

Richard Sambrook Director, Naws

Caroline Thomson Director, Policy & Legal
Mark Dameazer eputy Director, News
Stephen Wiittle Controller, Editorial Policy

Gavyn Davies welcomed the senzor managers and said that the mood amongst
Governors was supportive and the Board hac agresd there was no need 1o reopen the
question of whether the BBCs reporting of the war 11: Irag was biased. Govemnors
wished to ask management questions 2bout the following 1ssues relanng o or arising
“rom the Andrew Gilligan report on the Today Programme.

s If the Producers’ Guidelines were upheld
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