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Brifish Broadcasting Corporation BBC Prass Ofics
Television Cenfiz Wood Lare London W12 73

STATEMENT FROM GAVYN DAVIES, CHAIRMAN OF THE BBC

The BBC Board of Governars met this evening to discuss the allegations
made by Alastair Campbell against the BBC’s overall coverage of the
frag war, and its specific coverage of the September intelligence dossier
by Andrew Gilligan in the Today programme.

The Governors guestioned Greg Dyke, the Director-General, and
Richard Sambrook, the Director of News, about My Campbell's
ailegations. The Board reached the following conclusions.

e [-irst, the Board reiterates that the BBC’s overall coverage of the
war, and the political issues surrounding it, has besn entirely
impartial, and it emphatically rejacts Mr Campbell's claim that largs
parts of the BBC had an agsnda against the war. We call on Mr
Campbell to withdraw these allegations of bias against the BBC

and Its journalists.

« Second, the Board considers that the Today programme propsarly
followed the BBC’s Producers’ Guidsiines in its handling of the
Andrew Gilligan report about the Septamber intelligence dossier,
which was broadcast on 22 May. Although the Guidelines say that
the BBC should be reluctant to broadcast storizs based on a single
source, and warn about the dangers of using anonymous sources,
they clearly allow for this to be done in exceptional circumstances.
Stories based on senior inteliigence sources are a case in point.

We note that an entirely separats story was broadcast by an
unconnected BBC journalist on Newsnight on 2 June. This story
reported very similar aliegations io those raported by Andrew
Gilligan on the Today programmes, but the story has not been
singled out for similar criticism by government spokesmean.
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