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Office. I would make the ISC aware of the actual name of Dr Kelly
separately and in confidence.

7. There was also discussion, briefly, of whether the BBC should be
informed in advance that a public announcement of an MOD
official coming forward was about to be made. We felt there should
be, as a courtesy. There was reference to an idea (possibly from
MOD]} that Mr Hoon should write to either the DG or the Chairman
of Governors of the BBC, and after some discussion it was felt that
the Chairman was the appropriate person given the Governors’
meeting later that evening. It was felt that it would be fair to Dr
Kelly to give the BBC the chance to clear his name but it was
unreasonable to press the BBC to go fugther and reveal the name
of their source 1if 1t was not Dr Kelly. We were clear that they would

not do that. .

8. Immediately after the meeting at about midday [ went to see the
Clerk to the ISC, and explain that [ was minded to write to the
Chairman in those terms. The Clerk expressed some concern,
saying that the ISC would not want to be put in a position publicly
of having to see an individual; they would make their own mind up
on the progress of their inquiry. He was sure that Ann Taylor
would not want to break the Committee rule that they were not
giving a public commentary on the progress of their inquiry, and a
publication of a letter from me to her might be seen as just that. I
then had to leave immediately for Heathrow airport for an official
visit to Ottawa. I was informed by telephone that Ann Taylor had
confirmed she definitely did not want to recewve any letter that was
going to be made public. There was confirmation that she however
would be prepared to see a reference to the ISC possibly
interviewing the individual, if that came at the end of a press

statement from Government.
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