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greatest assets and I have long been an admirer of its ethos, much of its
journalism and many of its journalists.

It is also being said that I intend to use this issue as the basis of a broader
attack upon the BBC. Let me assure you that whatever concerns we have
expressed about coverage of Iraq, or about what we see as the agenda-driven
journalism of some journalists and some parts of the BBC, they are not the issue
here.

At issue here is one specific set of allegations, profoundly damaging to the
Prime Minister, the Government and our Intelligence Agencies, which we know
to be false and which we have sought, first privately and then publicly, to have
corrected. It is about one story, the procedures that were or were not followed,
pre and post broadcast, and the difficuities we have had in seeking redress for the
broadcast of such a serious and false allegation, which has since been repeated,
because of the BBC’s reach and deserved reputation, in hundreds of media outlets
in dozens of countries around the world ~ some examples of which are attached.

I hope this is helpful. Ido not intend to inform the press that we have sent
this to you.

Yours sincerely

ALASTAIR CAMPBELL

Dermot Gleeson
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