However. the claims that have been made are simply false. In particular, the claim
that the readiness of Saddam to use weapons within 45 minutes of an order to use
them was a point inserted in the dossier at the behest of No. 10 is completely and
totally untrue. Furthermore, the allegation that the 45-minute claim provoked
disquiet among the intelligence community. which disagreed with its inclusion in the
dossier—1 have discussed it, as ] said, with the Chairman of the Joint Intelligence
Comminee—is also completely and totally untrue. Instead of hearing from one or
many anonymous sources, 1 suggest that if people have any evidence, they actually
produce it.

Mr. Duncan Smith: But the Leader of the House is not an anonymous source. The
Prime Minister stands in his place saying that these allegations are wrong. If so. and
if he did not add the 45-minute point 10 the dossjer. why will he not publish the
dossier given him by the JIC before he finally published the one in September?
Surely that would clear up the point. because it was given 10 him as evidence that
could be put in the public domam. He can do that now and clear the mauer up. Of
course we welcome the fact that the Intelligence and Security Committee will look
Into it. but 1 remind the whole House that the Prime Minister will let that Committee
see only the mielligence reports that he wants it 10 see It reports directly to him and
he can withhold any part of. or all of. 1s reports. However. the Committee is being
asked 10 mvestigate the Prime Minister's role and that of his closest advisers. Given
the allegations made by the Leader of the House today. surely the only way to clear
up the problem is to have an independent mquiry?

The Prime Minister: As far as | am aware. the Leader of the House was not
making an allegation about the intelligence being wrong. On the contrary, he was
rebutting the allegation that the intelligence was wrong. In relation to the
Imelligence and Security Commirtee, it is not true that I will withhold from it the
Joint Imelligence Committee assessments. 1 will give it all the JIC assessments. In
addinon. the Committee can. i accordance with 1ts normal practice, interview those
people in the security services who drew up the JIC reports. That is surely a fair
way 10 proceed. 1 will then publish the report.

If 1 may say so 10 the right hon. Gentleman. he had intelligence briefings as well, |
suspect that the problem for him is that he has been wondering over the past few
days whether to jump on this particular bandwagon or not. and he has made the
wrong choice.

Mr. Duncan Smith rose—

Hon. Members: More!

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Duncan Smith: The allegations made by the Leader of the House today have
changed everything. He is alleging that elements of the security services are actually
seeking 10 undermine the Government. The Prime Mimister cannot pretend that this
Is just a simple and small issue. The whole credibility of his Government rests on
clearing up these charges. ] simply say 10 the Prime Minister that these allegations
are not going to go away. He has one former Cabinet Minister who says that he has
duped the Cabinet: another says that he committed a monumenua] blunder; and,
today. the Leader of the House has attacked members of the security services.
Surely the reality is that the only way is 10 hold an independent judicial inquiry, if

he will not produce the evidence. and to do 1t 1oday.
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