The Prime Minister: I have already said that we will produce all the evidence for
the Intelligence and Security Committee. ] really think that that 1s the sensible and
right way 1o proceed. It can then come to a considered judgment and 1 will publish
the report. I repeat that all the allegations that have been made are completely
without any substance. Indeed. if the right hon. Gentleman wants me to. I shall g0
through a few more. For example, it was reported that there was a meeting in New
York between the Foreign Secretary and Colin Powell in which they expressed their
doubts about weapons of mass destruction. On the day concerned. the Foreign
Secretary was in France. As for the allegation in The Mail on Sunday that the
German Foreign Mimster. Joschka Fischer. ambushed me over weapons of mass
destruction—lies. 1 have the following statement from the German embassy:

"The German embassy rejects in the strongest possible 1erms your'—
The Mail on Sunday 's—

"claims made on today's front page article . . . The content and the quotations

atributed 1o Foreign Mnister Joschka Fischer are pure fiction. "
That at least 1s consistent. It was alleged that the source for the 45 minute claim was
an lraqi defector of dubious reliability. He was not an Iragi defector and he was an
established and reliable source.
Mr. Duncan Smith: The truth 1s that nobody believes a word that the Prime
Minister 1s saying now. [lmterruption.] That 1s the truth. We now have the
unedifying sight of the Leader of the House being sent out to do the Prime
Minister’s bidding and 1o attack elements of the security services. which s
disgraceful. Will the Prime Minister either publish that dossier right now, or hold an
independent inquiry so that the public can judge for themselves?
The Prime Minister: Agam. let me poim out 10 the right hon. Genileman that what
the J.eader of 1the House was saying was what was clearly true. which is that there
were people speaking anonymously 10 the media. 1 want 10 repeat. however. that in
respect of Iraq and of every issue that ] have handled over the past few vears, our
intelligence services have been absolutely magnificent.
I say. with the greatest respect 10 the right hon. Gentleman. that the fact is that in
the end there have been many claims made about the Iraq conflict. It was claimed
that hundreds of thousands of people were going 1o die 1 it: that it would be my
Vietam: that the middle east would be in flames: and—the latest claim—that
weapons of mass destruction were a complete invention by the British Government.
The truth 1s that some people resent the fact that it was right 10 go 10 conflict. We
won the conflict: thanks 1o the magnificemt contribution of the British troops. Iraq is
now free. and we should be proud of that.
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