THE TREASURY SOLICITOR

Queen Anne's Chambers, 28 Broadway, London SW1H 8J3
DX 123242 St James's Park, Switchboard 020 7210 3000 (GTN 210).

Cabinet Office and Central Advisory Division

James Bingemans QC Flease suote’

Hutton Inquiry

2nd Floor Your reference:

81 Chancery Lane .

London Date 29" August 2003

pear 4, DWW

Cabinet Office Minutes

Please find attached redacted versions of minutes of meetings held in the Cabinet Office in
September 2002. As yau will see these meetings were chaired by John Scarlett and were
concerned purely with the mechanics of publication of the Dossier, public handling and
briefing. As such, and because they do not deal with issues relating to the contents of the
Dossier, they were not considered relevant to Lord Hutton's Inquiry and therefare not
submitted to the Inquiry with the other documents submitted at an early stage. As part of our
continuing review of disclosure in the light of the evidence the Inquiry has heard, for the
reasons explained below we consider it prudent that these documents should be submitted.

| have spoken ta John Scarlett about the reference to ownership of the Dossier.He has
confirmed that he had ownership of the Dossier until the approved text was handed to No
10 on 20 September. Thereafter, arrangements for publication and presentation to
Parliament were the responsibility of No 10. John Scarlett also confirmed that he retained
responsibility for the proof-reading stage and for signing off the proofs themselves.

In our view these minutes do not take matiers any further forward or conflict with the
evidence the inguiry has heard frorm Government witnesses but we thought you should have
the oppartunity to consider their relevance {0 the Inquiry.

We have made redactions on grounds of relevance and to protect national security and
international refations.

If you decide to include these documents in the evidence | would like this letter also to be
published to make their context clear | would be grateful if you could confirm that this 1s
your intention.

If | can be of any further assistance please contact me.

Yor ,(ané.j

Susanna J McGibbon
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