rights) makes us worried he cannot be allowed further to develop these
weapons.

Much of this is obviously historical, but the history is a vital part of the
overall story. This is something the IISS Report deals with very well.

‘The media/political judgement will inevitably focus on “what’s new?” and 1
was pleased to hear from you and your SIS colleagues that, contrary to
media reports today, the intelligence community are taking such a helpful
approach to this in going through all the material they have. It goes
without saying that there should be nothing published that you and they are
not 100% happy with.

It is of course inevitable that the media and political speculation
surrounding the dossier will grow prior to publication. But it is important
that nobody in government feeds it. Partial leaks, or running commentaries
on an out of date document help nobody.

Our public line is that the dossier will set out the facts which make HMG
judge Irag/WMD to represent a real threat. It will be detailed and
comprehensive. As to why we can’t publish it now, it has to be cleared by
all those who have helped to build the case. This involves important
judgements, and we will take our time.

In the meantime, we should encourage the fullest possible coverage of the
IISS Report, and other publicly available material. But we should not talk
up the dossier. We should be making clear that even with the intelligence
material, the picture can never be a complete one because the inspectors
have been out for so long. We have to be disciplined in holding the line until
publication.

We agreed that by the end of today, you should have most of the draft
material together, with the Agencies providing the sections relevant to the

middle part of our structure, and the FCO providing the more historical
material.

You will want to go through this material before submitting a consolidated
draft to No. 10 and others. You will also take this to the US on your visit at
the end of the week.

In the meantime, I will chair a team that will go through the document from
a presentational point of view, and make recommendations to you. This
team, I suggest, will include John Williams (FCO) Paul Hamill (CIC) and
Phil Bassett and David Bradshaw from here. Writing by committee does
not work but we will make recommendations and suggestions, and you can
decide what you want to incorporate. Once they are incorporated, we need
to take a judgement as to whether a single person should be appointed to

write the final version.
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