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Tn all, at least three teams of Western experts have now examuned the trailers and evidence from them While
the first two

groups to see the trailers were largely convinced that the vehicles were intended for the purpose of making
germ agents, the

third group of more senior analysts divided sharply over the function of the trailers, with severat members
expressing strong

skepticism, some of the dissenters said

In effect, early conclusions by agents on the ground that the tratiers were indeed mohile unsts to produce
germs for weapons
have since been challenged

“I have no great confidence that 1t's a fermenter,” a senior analyst with fong experience 1n unconventional arms
said of a tank for

multiplying seed germs mto lethal swarms The government's public report, he added, "was a rushed job and
looks political.”

This analyst had not seen the tratlers umself, but reviewed evidence from them

The skeptical experts said the mobile flants lacked gear for steam sterilization, normally a prerequsite for any
kind of

piological production, peaceful or otherwise Its lack of av ailability between production runs would threaten to
let m germ

contarmunants, resulting in falled weapons

Second, 1f this shortcoming were somehow circumvented, each unit would still produce only a relatively small
amount of

germ-laden liquid. which would have to undergo further processing at some other factory unit to make 1t
concentrated and

prepare 1t for use as & weapon

Finally. they said, the trailers have no easy way for technicians to remove gerin fhuids from the processing
tank

Semor ntelhgence officials m Washington rebutted the skeptics, saying, for mstance, that the Iraqis might
have obtained the
needed steam for sterthzation from a separate supply ouck

The skeptics noted further that the mobile plants had a means of easily extracting gas Iraqu scientists have said
the trailers weie

used to produce hydrogen for weather bailoons While the white paper dismisses that as a cover story, some
analysts see the

Traqi explanation as potentially credible

A semor admumistration official conceded that "some analysts give the hydrogen clam more credence " But he
asserted that the
majority still iinked the Iraq: traslers to germ weapons

The depth of dissent 1s hard to gauge Even if 1t turns out to be a minority view, which seems likely, the
skepticism 1s stgnificant

given the image of consensus that Washington has projected and the pohitical rehance the administration has
come to place on

the mobile umits At the recent summit meeting with President Viadimur V- Putin of Russia, President Bush
cited the trailers as

evidence of illegal Traqi arms

Critics seem Tikely ta cite the internal dispute as further reason for an independent evaluation of the Irag
trailers Since the

war's end, the White House has come under heavy poliucal pressure because American soldiers have found no
unconventional

arms, a man rationale for the nvasion of Trag

Prime Minster Tony Blar of Britam, who also used Iraq sllicit weapons as a chief jusufication of the war, has

been repeatedly
attacked on this question in Parliament and outside 1t.
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