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similar point yesterday about the 45 minutes. Are you saying the same
today that this is what the intelligence people are telling you and it
must be true?

Mr Campbell: When the first draft of the September 2002 dossier was
presented to Number 10, I think I am right in saying that was the first
time I had seen that and again, as I say, having seen the
meticuiousness and the care that the Chairman of the JIC and his
colleagues were taking in the whole process, I really did not think it
was my place, to be perfectly frank, to say, "Hold on a minute, what is
this about?" What is completely and totally and 100 per cent untrue -
and this is the BBC allegation, which is ostensibly I think why the
Chairman called me on this - what is completely and totally untrue is
that I in any way overrode that judgment, sought to exaggerate that
intelligence, or sought to use it in any way that the intelligence
agencies were not 100 per cent content with.

Q987 Richard Ottaway: You use some rather interesting wording in
your memorandum that to suggest it was inserted against the wishes
of the intelligence agencies was false. Was it put in at your suggestion?

Mr Campbell: No, otherwise --- It existed in the very first draft and,
as far as I am aware, that part the paper stayed like that.

Q988 Richard Ottaway: Have you gone back to the JIC on that point
since publication?

Mr Campbell: 1 can assure you that I have had many, many
discussions about this issue with the Chairman of the JIC, not least in
preparation for this hearing.

Q989 Richard Ottaway: And they are still standing behind it?

Mr Campbell: Absolutely, absolutely. In relation to that particular
story, which as Sir John Stanley said to the BBC correspondent last
week, is about as serious an allegation as one can make, not just
against me but against the Prime Minister and the intelligence
agencies, they are basically saying that the Prime Minister took the
country into military conflict and all that entails - loss of military and
Iraqi civilian life - on the basis of a lie. Now that is a very, very serious
allegation.

Q990 Richard Ottaway: Can I suggest it is Parliament that took the
country into war.

Mr Campbell: The allegation against me is that we helped the Prime
Minister persuade Parliament and the country to go into conflict on the
basis of a lie. I think that is a pretty serious allegation. It has been
denied by the Prime Minister, it has been denied by the Chairman of
the Joint Intelligence Committee, it has been denied by the Security
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